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WILTSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


for  the  Year  1 907. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Administrative  County. 

Part  I.  contains  the  general  statistics  for  the  whole  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and 
combined  Rural  Districts  respectively,  and  comparative  figures  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
Rural  England  and  Wales.  As  in  previous  years,  I  have  given  a  short  review  of  the  statistics  and  the 
health  and  sanitary  progress  of  the  County,  based  in  some  measure  upon  the  Annual  Reports  received 
from  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  also  upon  my  own  observations  during  my  periodical  inspections 
of  the  County. 

As  in  my  previous  reports,  in  Part  II.  and  Part  III.,  I  have  made  a  special  summary  of  each  of  the 
Reports  received  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively. 

Of  the  80  Reports  presented,  12  of  the  Urban  and  all  of  the  Rural  with  the  exception  of  Chippenham 
were  printed  in  book  or  pamphlet  form ;  1  of  the  Urban  was  sent  in  type- written  form.  Relow  I  give  a 
table  showing  the  date  when  each  report  was  received,  whether  printed  or  manuscript,  and  moieties  of 
salaries  of  Medical  Officers  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  payable  by  the  County  Council. 
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Urban  Districts. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Census 

1901. 

Moiety  o 
payal 
County 

Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

f  Salary 
>le  by 
Council. 

Inspector 

of 

Nuisances 

Date  on  which 
Report  was  received. 

Printed  or 
Otherwise. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Bradford-on- Avon 

1,990 

4,514 

15 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

17  March,  1908  ... 

printed 

Caine 

356 

3,457 

10 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

16  March,  1908  ... 

printed 

Chippenham 

361 

5,074 

12 

10 

0 

30 

0 

0 

20  February,  1908... 

printed 

Devizes 

906 

6,532 

25 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

7  February,  1908... 

printed 

Malmesbury 

178 

2,854 

10 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

4  May,  1908 

printed 

Marlborough 

598 

3,887 

15 

10 

0 

17 

10 

0 

13  February,  1908... 

printed 

Melksham 

476 

2,450 

12 

10 

0 

15 

0 

0 

10  February,  1908... 

printed 

Salisbury 

600 

17,117 

42 

10 

0 

60 

0 

0 

7  March,  1908 

printed 

Swindon 

4,265 

45,006 

100 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

15  June,  1908 

printed 

Trowbridge 

2,126 

11,526 

30 

0 

0 

11  March,  1908  ... 

printed 

Warminster 

6,564 

5,547 

15 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

22  February,  1908... 

printed 

Westbury 

3,599 

3,305 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

26  February,  1908... 

printed 

Wilton 

1,915 

2,203 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1  February,  1908... 

typewritten 

313 

15 

0 

342 

10 

0 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury 

63,453 

8,268 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

5  March,  1908 

printed 

Bradford- on -Avon 

16,698 

5,071 

20 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

6  March,  1908 

printed 

Caine 

28,968 

4,614 

25 

0 

0 

42 

10 

0 

16  March,  1907 

printed 

Chippenham 

58,606 

17,885 

56 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

25  February,  1908... 

manuscript 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

46,734 

11,357 

25 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

11  March,  1908  ... 

printed 

Devizes 

61,856 

13,070 

50 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

21  February,  1908... 

printed 

Highworth 

49,721 

14,279 

50 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

27  May,  1908 

printed 

Malmesbury 

58,357 

9.822 

35 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

26  March,  190S 

printed 

Marlborough 

43,795 

4,571 

15 

0 

0* 

18 

0 

0 

Melksham 

13,777 

4,440 

25 

0 

0 

17 

10 

0 

6  March,  1908  ... 

printed 

Mere 

32,309 

5,210 

15 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

9  March,  1908 

printed 

Pewsev 

75,219 

11,211 

25 

0 

0 

42 

10 

0 

5  January,  1908  ... 

printed 

Ramsbury 

51,614 

7,094 

13 

2 

6 

32 

10 

0 

Salisbury 

58,112 

12,860 

40 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

22  February,  1908... 

printed 

Tisbury 

43,562 

7,714 

25 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

28  February,  1908... 

printed 

Warminster 

51,894 

6,234 

30 

0 

0 

17 

10 

0 

22  February,  1908... 

printed 

Westbury  and  Wliorwellsdown 

27,935 

6,399 

25 

0 

0 

22 

10 

0 

26  February,  1908... 

printed 

Wilton 

54,290 

7,467 

35 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

19  February,  1908... 

printed 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion) 

3,271 

356 

1 

17 

9 

1 

11 

6 

12  March,  1908 

printed 

536 

0 

0 

614 

11 

3 

None  of  the  Medical  Officers  devote  their  whole  time  to  such  duties,  and  in  the  Urban  Districts  only 
Swindon  and  Salisbury  have  “  whole  time  ”  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  ;  in  the  Rural  Districts  Highworth 
and  Chippenham  only  have  “  whole  time  ”  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Reports  were  not  sent  in  from  the  Marlborough  Rural  District  and  Ramsbury  Rural  District.  Dr. 
Cyrus  James,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  former  dying,  after  a  short  illness,  from  Pneumonia  soon 
after  the  close  of  the  year  before  his  Report  was  written.  Dr.  Woodforde,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  Ramsbury  Rural  District,  had  been  in  bad  health  for  some  months,  and  he  also  died  without 
presenting  a  Report.  I  have  prepared  the  statistical  tables  for  each  of  these  districts  with  such  material 
as  I  could  get  in  order  to  complete  the  figures  for  the  County  as  a  whole. 

As  in  previous  years  none  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  devoted  their  whole  time  to  the 
duty  of  their  office,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Woodforde,  Ramsbury,  forming  a  part  of  the  large 
Berkshire  Combination  of  which  he  was  Medical  Officer. 

During  the  year  a  new  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  has  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  duties,  was 
appointed  to  the  Chippenham  Rural  District,  and  a  new  Inspector  of  Nuisances  was  appointed  for  the 
Ramsbury,  who  devotes  the  remainder  of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  Surveyor.  There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Sanitary  work  of  these  two  districts  is  carried  on,  more  especially 
in  the  direction  of  water  supply,  house  to  house  inspection,  and  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  In 


several  of  the  other  districts  more  attention  has  been  devoted  to  Sanitary  Work,  but  there  is  room  for 
considerably  more  activity  in  several  districts,  the  present  officers  having  a  number  of  other  duties  which 
take  up  a  considerable  portion  of  their  time.  As  these  appointments  fall  in,  the  Authorities  should 
seriously  consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  whole  time  properly  trained  officers  and  where  the 
districts  are  too  small  they  might  with  advantage  combine  in  the  appointment  of  such  officers.  This 
applies  also  to  the  Medical  Officers,  who  are  all  in  general  practice  and  with  only  a  few  exceptions  do  they 
hold  any  special  qualifications  for  the  duties  which  are  becoming  more  onerous  year  by  year  and  requiring 
special  training.  Whilst  the  present  system  of  yearly  re-appointment  of  part  time  officers  exists  with  no 
fixity  of  tenure  of  office  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  sanitary  work  can  be  carried  out  with 
activity  and  thoroughness  that  should  be  exercised.  In  one  or  two  of  the  districts  there  has  been  an 
improvement  in  the  character  of  the  Annual  Reports  presented,  in  others  there  is  a  further  falling  off, 
and  the  reports  are  of  the  barest  possible  description  and  containing  little  or  none  of  the  information 
laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board  (in  the  order  of  March,  1891)  as  necessary.  A  few  of  the 
reports  are  very  unsatisfactory  and  contain  little  or  no  information  that  could  enable  one  to  judge  whether 
any  sanitary  improvements  have  been  effected  or  are  required,  and  no  mention  is  made  of  advice  offered 
to  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  any  indication  of  the  work  done  by  the  Medical  Officer. 


Owing  to  various  reasons  over  which  I  have  no  control,  the  publication  of  this  report  has  been 
delayed  considerably.  Three  of  the  reports  were  very  late  in  coming  in,  that  of  Dr.  Pitt,  of  the  Malmesbury 
Urban  District,  not  being  received  until  May  5  th,  Dr.  Streeten,  Medical  Officer  High  worth  Rural  District, 
May  27th,  and  Dr.  Streeten,  of  the  Swindon  Urban  District,  15th  June.  I  have  pointed  out  in  previous 
reports  with  little  apparent  result  that  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  are  specific  as  to 
when  reports  should  be  made,  and  also  as  to  the  information  to  be  contained  in  the  Annual  Reports.  All 
the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  Wiltshire  are  appointed  under  the  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  half  of  the  salary  of  each  is  repaid  from  County  Funds. 

“  Every  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  appointed  under  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  is  required 
“  to  make  an  annual  report  to  each  Sanitary  District,  or  division  of  a  District,  which  is  under  his 
“  superintendence.  This  report  is  to  be  for  the  year  ending  81st  December,  or,  if  the  Medical  Officer,  at 
“  that  date,  has  not  been  in  office  for  a  whole  year,  then  for  so  much  of  the  year  as  has  elapsed  since  his 
“  appointment.  The  report  is  to  be  made  to  the  Council  by  whom  he  is  appointed,  and  the  Medical 
“  Officer  of  Health  should  himself  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  to  the  County 
“  Council  or  County  Councils  of  the  County  or  Counties  within  which  his  district  may  be  situated.  It 
“  should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  expiration  of  the  year  to  which  it  relates.  The  Medical 
“  Officer  of  Health  ought  not,  in  general,  to  have  any  difficulty  in  doing  this  within  a  month  or  six  weeks ; 
“  but  if  from  any  special  circumstances  the  report  cannot  be  completed  within  six  weeks,  it  should  be 
“  understood  that  the  delay  should  not  be  indefinite,  and  that  the  report  should  be  in  the  hands  of  his 
“  Council,  and  of  the  Board,  within,  at  most,  three  months  from  the  end  of  the  year.  Any  special 
“  circumstances  preventing  the  delivery  of  the  Board’s  copy  within  two  months  of  the  end  of  the  year 
“  should  be  at  once  reported  to  the  Board.  The  Board’s  copy  of  the  report  should  be  forwarded  to  them 
“  when  the  original  is  sent  to  the  Council,  except  where  the  Report  is  likely  to  be  printed  by  order  of  the 
“  Council.  In  such  case  the  Board  need  only  be  supplied  with  a  printed  copy.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
“  the  Annual  Report  should  be  printed,  for  the  sake  of  facility  for  reference,  and  in  order  that  a  supply  of 
“  copies  may  be  available  for  distribution  among  the  Town  or  District  Councillors  and  other  persons 
“  interested.” 

“  These  reports  are  for  the  information  of  the  Board  and  the  County  Council,  as  well  as  the 
“  Council  of  the  District,  and  a  statement  of  local  circumstances  and  a  history  of  local  sanitary  questions 
“  which  may  seem  superfluous  for  the  latter  may  often  be  needed  by  the  former  bodies.” 

Until  the  whole  of  the  Reports  are  in  I  am  unable  to  begin  to  calculate  the  statistics  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  County  or  the  Combined  Urban  or  Combined  Rural  Districts.  The  inconvenience  produced  by  the 
delay  in  sending  in  the  reports  has  already  received  the  attention  of  the  County  Council  and  its 
Committees  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  the  County  Council,  on  the  5th  August,  1902,  Minute  No. 
168,  Resolved: — “On  further  reading  the  report  of  the  Finance,  Law,  and  Parliamentary  Committee,  and 
“Minute  No.  88,  1902,  of  that  Committee,  and  on  Motion  made  by  Mr.  E.  Pinckney,  seconded  by  Mr. 
“  C.  E.  Hobhouse,  M.P.,  :  Resolved: — That  a  communication  be  sent  to  each  Urban  and  Rural  District 
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“  Council  in  the  County  directing  their  attention  to  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  late  date  on  which 
“  in  several  cases  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  transmitted  to  the 
“  County  Council,  and  requesting  that  in  future  such  Reports  may  be  sent  to  the  County  Council  not 
“  later  than  the  14th  February  in  each  year,  the  date  fixed  by  the  resolution  of  the  County  Council.” 

SPECIAL  REPORTS. 

As  in  former  years,  very  few  of  the  special  reports  made  to  the  various  Authorities  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  have  been  received  by  this  Council  as  they  should  have  been  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  governing  the  appointments  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  In  some  instances  it  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  that  such  reports  have  been  presented,  and  on  reminding  the  Officers  of  their 
obligations  we  have  received  belated  copies ;  but  a  number  of  reports  have  of  necessity  been  presented  of 
which  we  have  received  no  intimation.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  attention  of  the  various 
Authorities  be  directed  to  the  necessity  for  their  officers’  compliance  with  the  Laws  and  Regulations 
upon  the  subject,  especially  in  relation  to  the  closing  of  houses  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  the  outbreaks 
of  Infectious  Disease  necessitating  the  closure  of  public  elementary  schools.  The  new  Education  Code 
just  issued  very  materially  alters  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Education  re  School  Closure,  and  the 
closing  of  schools  by  the  Managers  upon  the  advice  of  a  Medical  Practitioner  will  no  longer  be  recognised. 
The  only  officer  upon  whose  advise  they  can  in  future  act  being  the  School  Medical  Officer  duly  appointed 
by  the  Education  Committee  and  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Education,  or  failing  this  by  direction  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority,  or  two  or  more  members  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  acting  upon  the  advice  of  their 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  having  no  power  to  close  the  school  himself. 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

During  the  year  1907  there  were  no  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Districts  within  the 
Administrative  County. 

The  Ancient  or  Geographical  County  of  Wilts  contains  879,948  statute  acres.  The  population  at 
the  Census  of  1801  was  188,820  ;  at  the  Census  of  1901  it  was  273,869.  The  Administrative  County 
contains  an  area  of  864,105  statute  acres  with  an  enumerated  population  at  the  1901  Census  of  271,394. 
The  population  of  the  Administrative  County  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1906  is  estimated  at  275,693  ;  of 
these  122,590  are  in  Urban  Districts,  and  158,103  in  Rural  Districts. 

The  estimated  populations  for  1907  are  arrived  at  by  various  methods.  That  of  the  Registrar 
General  is,  by  comparison  of  the  Census  Returns  for  1891  and  1901,  to  determine  the  rate  of  increase  or 
decrease  during  that  period,  and  to  suppose  that  rate  of  increase  or  decrease  to  have  continued  for 
6q  years  to  the  middle  of  1907. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  and  Population  at  the  Census  of  1891  and  1901 
in  the  Administrative  County,  and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Wilts : — 


Increase  or 

decrease  of 

Increase  or 

decrease  of 

Inhabited  houses 

inhabited  houses 

Population 

population  between 

aetween  1891  and  1901 

1891  and  1901 

1891 

1901 

Increase 

Decrease 

1891 

1901 

Increase 

Decrease 

WILTSHIRE 

•  • 

56912 

60716 

3804 

•  • 

262551 

271394 

8843 

•  • 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Bradford-on- Avon 

•  • 

1150 

1119 

•  • 

31 

4943 

4514 

•  • 

429 

Caine 

•  • 

751 

812 

61 

3495 

3457 

•  • 

38 

Chippenham 

,  . 

985 

1101 

118 

4618 

5074 

456 

•  • 

Devizes 

#  . 

1385 

1431 

48 

6428 

6532 

106 

•  • 

Malmesbury 

•  • 

695 

687 

•  • 

8 

2948 

2854 

•  • 

110 

Marlborough 

•  . 

818 

623 

5 

3012 

3046 

34 

• 

Melksham  . . 

A  • 

492 

579 

87 

2078 

2450 

372 

*  • 

Salisbury  . . 

,  , 

3222 

3652 

430 

15533 

17117 

1584 

•  • 

Swindon  . . 

•  • 

5852 

9240 

3388 

33001 

45006 

12005 

•  • 

Trowbridge 

•  • 

2722 

2817 

95 

12046 

11526 

•  • 

520 

Warminster 

•  • 

1253 

1284 

11 

5563 

5547 

•  • 

16 

Westbury  . . 

•  • 

1072 

802 

•  • 

270 

3341 

3305 

•  • 

38 

Wilton 

•  « 

480 

518 

38 

•  • 

2120 

2203 

83 

•  • 

TOTALS 

•  • 

20677 

24645 

4277 

309 

99140 

112631 

14640 

1149 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

f 

Amesbury 

•  • 

1566 

1663 

102 

•  • 

6878 

8628 

1390 

•  • 

Bradford-on- Ayon 

•  • 

1153 

1134 

#  # 

19 

5408 

5071 

,  . 

337 

Caine 

•  • 

1184 

1128 

4  # 

58 

5014 

4614 

•  • 

400 

Chippenham  . . 

•  • 

3738 

3996 

258 

•  • 

17050 

17885 

835 

•  • 

Cricklade  and  ) 

Wootton  Bassett) 

2658 

2594 

•  • 

64 

11835 

11357 

•  • 

478 

248 

Devizes  . . 

•  • 

2898 

2803 

•  • 

95 

13318 

13070 

•  • 

Highworth 

•  • 

3015 

3157 

142 

•  • 

14309 

14279 

•  • 

30 

Malmesbury 

•  • 

2263 

2222 

•  • 

41 

10203 

9822 

•  • 

381 

Marlborough  . . 

•  • 

1162 

1131 

,  , 

31 

5494 

5412 

•  • 

82 

Melksham 

•  • 

993 

1012 

19 

«  • 

4480 

4440 

•  • 

40 

Mere 

•  • 

1357 

1258 

•  • 

99 

5762 

5210 

•  • 

552 

Pewsey  . . 

•  • 

2678 

2576 

•  • 

102 

11713 

11211 

•  • 

502 

Ramsbury 

•  i 

1877 

1747 

•  • 

130 

8023 

7094 

•  • 

929 

Salisbury 

•  • 

2706 

2795 

89 

•  • 

12894 

12860 

•  • 

34 

Tisbury.. 

Warminster 

*  * 

1956 

1845 

•  » 

111 

8597 

7714 

•  • 

883 

•  • 

1846 

1611 

•  • 

235 

7470 

6234 

•  • 

1236 

Westbury  and  ) 

Whorwellsdown  j 

1364 

1602 

238 

•  • 

6786 

6399 

•  • 

387 

Wilton  . . 

•  * 

1739 

1715 

•  • 

24 

7774 

7467 

•  • 

307 

Tetbury  (Wilts  portion) 

82 

77 

•  • 

5 

403 

356 

•  • 

47 

TOTALS 

•  • 

36325 

36071 

848 

1012 

163411 

158763 

2225 

6873 

. 
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BIRTHS. 

The  Births  registered  in  the  Districts  within  the  administrative  County  numbered  6,942  against  6,937 
in  1906.  8,106  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts  as  against  3,031  in  1906  and  3,886  in  the  Rural 

Districts  as  against  3,906  in  1906.  The  Birth-rate  corresponded  to  25T6per  1,000  of  the  population,  or 
25-21  in  the  Urban  and  25-12  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The  Birth-rate  shows  a  very  slight  increase  as 
compared  with  1906. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  Birth-rate  of  the  whole  administrative  County  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  population  for  the  years  1894 — 1907,  and  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  for  the  years 
1894 — 1907,  together  with,  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  for  the  large  towns  in  England : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1894 

1895 

1898 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907  J 

Administrative  County 

26-1 

26-8 

26-4 

25*7 

25-0 

24-69 

24-37 

24*93 

24*40 

24-91 

25*05 

24-49 

25*15 

25-16 

Urban  Districts  . . 

27*9 

29-2 

28-3 

25-2 

25-6 

24*47 

24-70 

25-75 

24*67 

25-84 

25-95 

24-61 

24-72 

25-21 

Rural  Districts  . . 

25-3 

25*4 

25-4 

24-5 

24*5 

24-74 

24-13 

24-35 

.. 

24*20 

24-24 

24-37 

24*39 

25-50 

25*12 

England  and  Wales  .. 

29-6 

30-3 

29”6 

29-6 

29-3 

29-1 

28-7 

28-5 

28-5 

28‘4 

27-9 

27*2 

27-0 

26-3 

Large  towns  in  England 

30-6 

31-2 

30-7 

30-7 

30-3 

30-2 

29-4 

30*0 

•  • 

•  • 

29-1 

28-2 

27-9 

•  • 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1907  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  Civil  Registration  was 
established.  In  the  year  1876  the  Birth-rate  of  this  country  reached  its  highest  point,  viz.  86*3  per  1000 
living ;  since  that  year  it  has  steadily  fallen  to  its  present  figure  of  27*2  per  1000  living. 

From  the  above  it  will  he  observed  that  the  County  as  a  whole  continues  to  hold  its  own  as  regards 
the  Birth-rate.  The  slight  increase  is  chiefly  due  to  the  Urban  Districts,  this  year  there  being  a  slight 
falling  off  in  the  Rural  Districts.  The  County  rate  is  still  below  the  average  for  England  and  Wales, 
although  the  rate  of  fall  for  many  years  past  has  been  greater  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  than 
for  Wiltshire,  that  is  calculating  the  crude  Birth-rate  at  per  1000  of  the  total  population  of  both  sexes 
and  all  ages.  This  crude  rate  is,  as  I  explained  in  my  report  of  last  year,  of  value  in  that  it  affords  in 
conjunction  with  the  Death-rate  a  ready  means  of  stating  the  rate  of  natural  increase  in  the  population,  but 
it  is  not  of  the  same  value  as  rates  calculated  of  total  births  to  the  female  population  aged  15  to  45  years, 
of  legitimate  births  to  married  women  aged  15—45  years,  and  of  illegitimate  births  to  the  unmarried  and 
widowed  female  population  aged  15 — 45  years,  or  upon  the  number  of  possible  mothers.  When  we 
come  to  consider  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  Wiltshire  for  the  period  between  1870-2 
and  1903-5  we  find  the  mean  annual  fertility  rates  of  married  women  to  have  decreased  21-9  percent,  in 
England  and  Wales,  whilst  in  Wiltshire  the  rate  was  24-3  per  cent. ;  but  there  are  at  least  20  counties  in 
England  and  Wales  where  the  rate  of  decrease  has  been  greater  than  in  Wiltshire,  varying  from  88-0  per¬ 
cent.  in  Northamptonshire,  over  30-0  per  cent,  in  Cornwall,  Sussex,  Bedfordshire,  and  Westmoreland, 
down  to  24-9  in  Somerset.  The  lowest  rates  of  decrease  in  the  same  period  were  11  per  cent,  in 
Brecnockshire,  and  5-1  per  cent,  in  Monmouthshire. 

It  is  instructive  to  note  that  there  has  been  a  greater  fall  in  the  mean  annual  illegitimate  Birth-rates 
during  the  period  1870-2  and  1903-5  than  in  the  legitimate  rates.  The  rate  of  decrease  per  cent,  for 
England  and  Wales  was  51-2,  that  for  Wiltshire  being  49-1  per  cent.  In  1870-2  the  Illegitimate  Births 
to  1000  unmarried  and  widowed  females,  aged  15 — 45  years  in  Wiltshire  was  17*  1  in  1906, "the  rate  had 
been  reduced  to  8*6  per  1000.  But  the  rate  of  decrease  was  greater  in  85  counties  than  in  Wiltshire,  the 
rate  of  decrease  in  Radnorshire,  Leicestershire,  Bedfordshire,  and  Hertfordshire  being  over  60  per  cent. 

Natural  Increase. — The  increase  or  decrease  of  the  population  is  governed  by  two  factors  (1)  The 
balance  between  births  and  deaths  and  (2)  the  balance' between  emigration  and  immigration.  As  regards 
the  Registration  County  of  Wilts  during  the  years  1896—1906  the  total  number  of  births  in  excess  of 
deaths  has  been  31,308.  With  regard  to  the  emigration  no  figures  are  available.  The  total  increase  in 
the  population  of  the  County  from  the  Census  of  1891  to  1901  was  only  8,843,  and  the  births  exceeded  the 
deaths  during  this  period  by  27,896,  thus  showing  a  migration  of  over  19,000. 
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Table  showing  total  number  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages,  registered  during  the  years  1890-1906 
in  the  Registration  County  of  Wilts. 


Year. 

BIRTHS. 

(Exclusive  of  Still-born). 

DEATHS. 

(Exclusive  of  Still-born. 

Marriages. 

Persons 
married 
in  1000 
living. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

1890 

6997 

3319 

3376 

153 

149 

4114 

2052 

2062 

1662 

13*1 

1891 

7101 

3444 

3358 

157 

142 

4317 

2164 

2153 

1685 

13*2 

1892 

6925 

3340 

3327 

138 

120 

4578 

2301 

2277 

1734 

13-5 

1893 

7159 

3492 

3384 

133 

150 

4112 

2022 

2090 

1649 

12*9 

1894 

6711 

3299 

3126 

136 

150 

3969 

2028 

1941 

1682 

13*1 

1895 

6912 

3425 

3221 

141 

125 

40S5 

2117 

1978 

1696 

13*2 

1896 

6828 

3351 

3201 

150 

126 

3567 

1852 

1715 

1700 

13*1 

1897 

6632 

3240 

3125 

140 

127 

3817 

1987 

1830 

1761 

13*6 

1898 

6770 

3318 

3169 

155 

128 

3807 

1937 

1870 

1780 

13*7 

1899 

6726 

3304 

3157 

138 

127 

4266 

2173 

2093 

1929 

14*9 

1900 

6548 

3195 

3089 

121 

143 

3888 

2034 

1854 

1824 

13*9 

1901 

6606 

3218 

3122 

121 

145 

3728 

1908 

1820 

1845 

14*0 

1902 

6442 

3076 

3065 

150 

151 

3896 

2013 

1883 

1954 

14*7 

1903 

6586 

3240 

3078 

148 

120 

3517 

1767 

1750 

2007 

15*1 

1904 

6671 

3271 

3135 

144 

121 

3814 

1937 

1877 

1954 

14*6 

1905 

6602 

3144 

3196 

127 

135 

3748 

1904 

1844 

1966 

•  • 

1906 

6740 

3377 

3101 

130 

132 

3795 

1933 

1862 

2045 

15*1 

The  Birth-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  29-34  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  in  the 
Swindon  District,  to  19-60  in  the  Melksham  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  was  between 
31*73  in  the  Highworth  District,  and  21-29  per  1000  in  the  Malmesbury  District. 


The  Birth-rates  of  the  several  Urban  Districts  as  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  were  as  follows  : — 


Per  1000  of 
Estimated  Population. 


Swindon 

...  29-34 

Bradford-on- Avon 

...  27-01 

Devizes 

...  25-46 

Westbury  ... 

...  28-75 

Malmesbury  . . . 

...  23-67 

Trowbridge  . . . 

...  23-45 

Caine 

...  22-13 

Per  1000  of 
Estimated  Population. 


Chippenham  ... 

...  22-06 

Wilton 

...  21-45 

Salisbury 

...  21-25 

Marlborough  . . . 

..  19-99 

Warminster  ... 

...  19-86 

Melksham 

...  19-60 

The  Rural  District  Birth-rates  were  as  follows  : — 


Per  1000  of 
Estimated  Population. 


Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population. 


Highworth 

...  31.73 

Tetbury 

...  30-48 

Amesbury 

...  28-42 

Pewsey 

...  28-41 

Caine 

...  27-68 

Cricklade 

...  26-83 

Melksham 

...  26*26 

Ramsbury 

...  25-91 

Mere 

...  25-58 

Wilton 

...  24-02 

Westbury 

...  28*67 

Tisbury 

...  23-63 

B  rad f  o rd  -  on  -  A vo n 

...  23-61 

Chippenham  ... 

...  23-49 

Warminster  . . . 

.  .  22-94 

Salisbury 

...  22-65 

Marlborough  ... 

...  22-83 

Devizes 

...  21-74 

Malmesbury  ... 

...  21-25 
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According  to  a  table  shown  on  page  18  it  will  be  seen  that  considerably  more  than  half  the  children 
who  died  in  Wiltshire  in  1906  under  the  age  of  one  year  perished  within  two  months  of  their  birth. 

Illegitimate  Births.— During  the  year  1906  the  number  of  infants  registered  as  having  been  born 
out  of  wedlock  in  Wiltshire  was  262,  or  in  the  proportion  of  37*78  per  1000  births  or  to  0*94  per  1000  of 
the  population  living.  The  average  proportion  in  the  past  ten  years  in  England  and  Wales  was  40*0  per 
1000  births. 

At  the  Census  in  1901  there  were  in  Wiltshire  31,267  unmarried  women  and  widows,  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  45  years.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1000  of  these  women  was  8*6  in  1906 
compared  with  8-37  in  1905,  8*47  in  1904,  8-57  in  1903,  and  9*62  per  1000  in  1902. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  administrative  County  in  1907  was  3,774,  against  3,875  in 
1906.  The  natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  Births  over  Deaths)  was  3,168,  against  3,062  in  1906. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  administrative  County  was  14*01  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population 
compared  with  14*05  in  1905  ;  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  13*45  per  1000  ;  for  the  combined  Rural 
Districts  14*58  per  1000.  There  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  Death-rates  of  the  various  districts, 
the  range  in  the  Urban  Districts  being  from  18*47  per  1000  in  Westbury  to  10*57  per  1000  in  Bradford. 
In  the  Rural  Districts  the  Death-rate  varied  from  18*65  in  High  worth  District  to  11*27  in  Marlborough 
District. 

The  average  Death-rate  of  the  whole  administrative  County  per  1000  of  the  population,  and  of  the 
combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1894-1907  is  shown  in  the  following 
Table,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  large  towns  and 
Country  Districts  in  England,  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Administrative  County 

15*4 

15*9 

13*8 

14*8 

14*4 

15*76 

14*61 

14*12 

14*64 

13*37 

14*36 

14*01 

14*05 

14*01 

Urban  Districts  . . 

15*2 

14*8 

13*7 

13*2 

13*1 

15*44 

13*00 

13*54 

13*15 

12*11 

13*13 

13*76 

13*67 

13*45 

Rural  Districts  . . 

15*9 

15*6 

13*0 

13*9 

15*5 

15*97 

15*75 

14*53 

15*73 

14*31 

15*28 

14*22 

14*36 

14*58 

England  and  Wales 

16*6 

18*7 

17*1 

17*4 

17*5 

18*2 

18*2 

16*9 

16*2 

15*4 

16*2 

15*2 

15*4 

15*0 

Town  Districts  in 

England 

18*0 

20*5 

18*9 

19*0 

18*3 

20*2 

18*1 

18*6 

17*4 

16*3 

17*2 

15*7 

15*9 

15*4 

Country  Districts  of 

England  and  Wales 

15*6 

17*0 

15*3 

15*8 

16*0 

17*1 

17*5 

15*7 

15*3 

14*8 

15*3 

14*9 

15*1 

14*7 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Death-rate  of  the  County  compares  favourably  with  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales,  as  also  does  the  combined  Urban  Death-rate  with  that  of  the  large  towns 
and  the  Rural  Death-rate  with  that  of  the  Country  Districts  of  England  and  Wales. 

I  am  dependent  for  my  statistics  upon  the  Tables  sent  in  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  these 
do  not  lend  themselves  to  accurate  calculation  of  corrected  Death-rates  for  the  Administrative  County. 
I  therefore  have  to  wait  for  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Registrar  General,  and  these  are  not  as  a  rule 
issued  until  15  to  18  months  or  more  after  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Report  deals  with  Registration  Counties,  the  boundaries  of  which  differ 
much  from  the  Administrative  County.  For  instance,  the  Ramsbury  Rural  District  of  Wiltshire  is  shown 
in  the  figures  for  Berkshire  as  a  portion  of  the  Hungerford,  Kintbury,  and  Lambourne  Sub-Registration 
Districts  of  the  Hungerford  Registration  District,  and  the  figures  are  difficult  to  abstract.  The  figures  for 
the  Tetbury  parishes  appear  in  the  Gloucestershire  figures  for  the  Tetbury  Registration  District. 
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In  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  21  fewer  deaths  registered  than  in  1906.  There  was  a  decrease  in 
the  mortality  amongst  very  young  children,  there  being  9  fewTer  deaths  under  one  year ;  and  80  more 
deaths  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  There  was  an  increase  of  14  in  the  number  of  deaths 
between  five  and  15  years,  an  increase  of  four  between  15  and  25  years,  and  a  decrease  of  80  deaths 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  65.  There  was  also  a  decrease  of  80  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons  over 
65  years  of  age. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  76  more  deaths  registered  than  in  1906.  Here  there  was  a  decrease 
in  the  mortality  amongst  young  children,  there  being  34  fewer  deaths  under  one  year,  and  two  fewer 
between  one  and  five  years.  There  were  12  more  deaths  between  the  ages  of  five  and  15  years,  a  decrease 
of  nine  between  15  and  25  years,  and  11  more  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65  years.  There  was  an 
increase  of  98  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

The  following  Table  has  been  prepared  to  show  the  number  of  Deaths  at  the  various  age  periods  in 
the  County  as  a  whole,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  combined  Rural  Districts. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  WILTS. 

Age  Mortality,  1907. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

537 

11-3 

1  and  under  5 

252 

6-6 

Under  5 

789 

20-9 

5  and  under  15 

136 

3*3 

.15  and  under  25 

157 

4-1 

25  and  under  65 

1057 

28-0 

65  and  upwards 

1635 

43-3 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

3774 

Combined  Urban  Districts,  1907. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

253 

16-5 

1  and  under  5 

142 

7-0 

U  nder  5 

395 

23-5 

5  and  under  15 

69 

3-4 

15  and  under  25 

76 

4-6 

25  and  under  65 

481 

32-1 

65  and  upwards 

549 

36-4 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

1570 
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Combined  Rural  Districts,  1907. 


Age 

Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

284 

12*8 

1  and  under  5 

110 

4*9 

Under  5 

394 

17*8 

5  and  under  15 

67 

8*0 

15  and  under  25 

81 

8*6 

25  and  under  65 

576 

26*1 

65  and  upwards 

1086 

49*2 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ... 

2204 

With  regard  to  the  Urban  Districts,  there  were  three  whose  Death-rates  exceeded  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales,  viz.,  Westbury,  Caine,  and  Salisbury. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  six  whose  death-rates  exceeded  the  average  for  the  country  districts 
of  England  and  Wales,  viz. :  Tetbury,  Highworth,  Tisbury,  Caine,  Melksham,  and  Devizes. 

Number  of  Deaths  at  all  Ages. 


Arranged  in  the  order 

of  their  Death-rates,  the 

Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : 

Per  1000  of 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population. 

Devizes 

Estimated  Population. 

Bradford  -  on  -  A  von 

...  10*57 

...  13*84 

Marlborough  ... 

...  10*76 

Warminster 

,  ,  , 

...  13*72 

Malmesbury  ... 

...  11*88 

Chippenham 

•  .  « 

...  14*26 

Melksham 

...  12*12 

Salisbury 

•  ♦  • 

...  15*14 

Swindon 

....  12*77 

Caine 

•  •  • 

...  16*30 

Wilton 

...  12*87 

W  estbury 

•  .  , 

...  18*47 

Trowbridge  . . . 

...  18*28 

Arranged  in  order  of  their  Death-rates,  the  Rural  Districts  stand  as 

follows 

Per  1000  of 

Per  1000  of 

Estimated  Population. 

Estimated  Population 

Marlborough  ... 

.  ...  11*27 

Malmesbury 

*  ,  . 

...  14*30 

Salisbury 

...  12*29 

Ramsbury 

.  .  . 

...  14*32 

Wilton 

...  12*63 

Warminster 

•  •  • 

...  14*56 

Amesbury 

...  12*76 

Devizes 

•  •  • 

...  15*93 

Mere 

...  13*45 

Melksham 

•  •  • 

...  16*75 

Pewsey 

...  13*56 

Caine 

•  •  • 

...  16*93 

Bradford 

...  13*76 

Tisbury 

•  •  • 

...  16*98 

Chippenham  ... 

....  13*81 

Highworth 

•  .  • 

...  18*65 

Westbury 

...  13*94 

Tetbury 

•  •  • 

...  30*48 

Cricklade 

...  14*00 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY. 

The  rate  for  the  County  shows  a  decrease  on  the  previous  year.  The  proportion  of  Deaths 
under  one  year  to  1000  Births  was  77*74 — Urban,  81*45  ;  Rural,  74*08. 

I  have  constructed  the  following  tables  showing  the  Infant  Mortality  of  the  combined  Urban 
Districts  and  the  combined  Rural  Districts  of  the  County.  In  certain  parts  of  the  County,  Urban  and 
Rural,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  Infantile  Death-rate  is  unduly  high,  and  that  it  differs  widely  in  districts, 
the  circumstances  of  which  are  not  definitely  dissimilar.  Only  one  or  two  of  the  Medical  Officers  have 
dealt  in  detail  with  the  subject,  or  offered  any  observations  on  the  conditions  which  in  their  view  have 
mainly  contributed  to  any  special  infant  mortality,  and  little  or  no  account  is  given  of  any  measures 
adopted  to  ameliorate  those  conditions.  The  majority  have  contented  themselves  with  the  observation 
that  they  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  for  their 
district.  No  single  district  in  the  County  at  present  has  a  staff  capable  of  dealing  with  this  important 
matter  with  that  promptness  and  thoroughness  which  is  so  essential  to  success.  Of  the  587  deaths 
amongst  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  no  less  than  247  occurred  during  the  first  month,  and  of  these 
no  fewer  than  174  died  before  completing  a  week’s  existence. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 

Combined  Urban  Districts  of  Wiltshire. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age . 
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Combined  Rural  Districts  of  Wiltshire. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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I  prepared  a  report  upon  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  in  which  I  suggested  that  unless  the  number 
of  Officers  appointed  by  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  was  considerably  increased  it  would  be  inadvisable 
to  adopt  the  Act  for  the  County  as  a  whole,  whilst  in  certain  Urban  Districts  considerable  advantage 
might  arise  from  the  adoption.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Swindon  in  his  report  says  :  “  Though 
“  the  infant  mortality  is  comparatively  low  in  Swindon,  I  still  think  the  Local  Authority  will  do  well  to 
“  adopt  the  Act,  seeing  that  many  of  the  deaths  which  do  occur  in  children  newly  born  are  due  to 
“  distinctly  preventable  causes.”  One  very  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  adoption  of  the  Act 
would  be  the  definite  information  as  to  the  number  of  still-births.  A  certain  amount  of  information  is 
now  obtained  through  the  Registered  Midwives,  but  this  is  by  no  means  complete.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Death  Certification  issued  some  years  ago  (1893)  says  :  “  There 
“  is  reason  to  think  that  if  the  statistics  on  the  subject  could  be  obtained,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
“  number  of  children  buried  in  the  United  Kingdom  annually  as  still  born  is  enormous ;  ”  and  the 
Committee  are  further  convinced  that  “  the  absence  of  legal  requirement  that  such  births  should  be 
“  registered  prior  to  the  disposal  of  the  bodies  is  fraught  with  very  serious  danger  to  child  life.”  This 
is  especially  so  in  the  case  of  illegitimate  children.  I  have  had  my  attention  drawn  to  the  large  number 
of  still  births  in  certain  parts  of  the  County  and  the  matter  is  receiving  consideration.  About  4  per 
cent,  of  Births  are  still  ordinarily,  but  this  proportion  is  even  with  the  limited  information  at  my 
command,  shown  to  be  very  largely  exceeded  in  certain  districts  in  the  County.  The  still-born  are  not 
officially  recognised,  and  no  record  may  be  made  in  a  register  of  births  or  deaths.  Even  when  an  inquest 
has  been  held  no  record  may  be  made,  but  if  a  child  is  born  alive,  no  matter  how  soon  it  may  die,  both 
the  birth  and  death  must  be  registered.  Under  the  present  system  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  an  infant 
who  has  lived  a  few  minutes  or  a  few  hours  being  interred  in  some  informal  manner  as  a  sexton  may 
think  fit  without  the  cause  of  death  being  certified  or  inquired  into,  it  is  also  obvious  that  concealment  of 
birth  is  facilitated  through  there  being  no  register  for  still  births. 

Nearly  half  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  occurred  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life,  and  over  one-fifth  of  the  deaths  under  one  year  were  registered  as  due  to  premature  birth, 
and  over  one-fifth  were  due  to  atrophy  or  debility.  We  are  quite  unable  to  deal  with  the  majority  of 
these  cases  under  the  present  registration  laws  which  allows  a  period  of  six  weeks  for  registration. 

From  the  subjoined  Table  it  will  be  observed  that  the  rate  for  the  County  compares  very  favourably 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  Rural  England  and  Wales. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  average  Infantile  Death-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  per  1000 
Births  for  the  years  1894 — 1907,  together  with,  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding  rates 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  large  towns  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns  : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Administrative  County 

103 

102 

88 

113 

100 

116*05 

94-0 

93-70 

97-23 

85-63 

95-99 

84*92 

83-30 

77-74 

Urban  Districts 

• 

•  • 

« 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

110 

147*54 

95-6 

106-8 

93-63 

89-27 

100-32 

94-61 

86*44 

81-45 

Rural  Districts  . . 

• 

»  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

93 

94-87 

115-7 

83-8 

99-89 

82-76 

92-52 

77-19 

80-09 

74-03 

England  and  Wales 

• 

137 

161 

148 

156 

161 

163 

154-0 

151-0 

133-0 

132-0 

146*0 

128-0 

133-0 

118-0 

Large  towns  in  Englan 

d 

152 

182 

168 

176 

178 

181 

172-0 

168-0 

145-0 

144-0 

160-0 

140-0 

145-0 

127-0 

Rural  England  &  Wales 

•  '  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

124 

138-0 

137 

135-0 

118-0 

125-0 

113-0 

116-0 

106-0 

Deaths  under  one  year. 

Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  the  Urban  Districts  stand  as  follows  : — 

Per  1000  of  Births.  Per  1000  of  Births. 


Bradford-on- Avon 

...  34-78 

Caine 

...  78-94 

Warminster  ... 

...  45-45 

Trowbridge  . . . 

...  83-65 

Marlborough  ... 

...  51-28 

Swindon 

...  91-89 

Devizes 

...  53-57 

Westbury 

...  98-76 

Wilton 

...  60-00 

Melksham 

...  109-09 

Salisbury 

...  69-71 

Chippenham  ... 

...  120-68 

Malmesbury  . . . 

...  75-75 
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The  Rural,  in  respect  of  their  Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1000  of  Births.  Per  1000  of  Births. 


Amesbury 

...  49-05 

Cricklade 

...  70-70 

Salisbury 

...  49-77 

Devizes 

...  71-17 

Wilton 

...  57-14 

Bradford-on- Avon 

...  78-26 

Melksham 

...  60-84 

Warminster  ... 

...  87-30 

Pewsey 

•  ...  61-29 

Highworth 

...  93-27 

Mere 

...  61-94 

Tisbury 

...  103-44 

Malmesbury  . . . 

...  64-35 

Ramsbury 

...  111-76 

Westbury 

...  68-49 

Caine 

...  115-70 

Marlborough  . . . 

...  69-30 

Tetbury 

...  200-00 

Chippenham  ... 

...  69-44 

PHTHISIS  MORTALITY. 


The  Deaths  attributed  to  Phthisis  in  the  Administrative  County  were  220,  of  these  122  were 
registered  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  98  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  for  the 
Administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  also  for 
comparative  purposes  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  for  the  fourteen  years  1894 — 1907  : — 


AREAS. 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

302 

245 

216 

275 

269 

285 

246 

216 

210 

252 

228 

235 

220 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

1*08 

1*11 

*90 

*78 

•99 

•96 

1-05 

•89 

•79 

•76 

•91 

•829 

•85 

•7  9 

Comined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

134 

108 

78 

109 

108 

119 

95 

95 

92 

121 

107 

109 

122 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

1*28 

1*01 

*72 

•98 

•95 

1*05 

•81 

•82 

•79 

1-02 

•88 

•90 

•99 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

168 

137 

138 

166 

161 

166 

151 

121 

118 

131 

121 

126 

98 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•  • 

1-01 

•82 

*83 

1-01 

•97 

1-04 

•95 

•76 

•75 

•83 

•78 

•82 

•64 

England  &  Wales 

Rate  per  1000 

1*383 

1*395 

1*303 

1-336 

1*311 

1-330 

1*333 

1*264  1-233 

i 

1-203 

1-236 

1-140 

1-150 

During  the  year  808  persons  died  from  Phthisis,  and  the  various  forms  of  Tubercular  Disease  in  this 
County  ;  giving  a  Death-rate  from  this  cause  of  1*11  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  deaths  from 
Tubercular  Disease  were  8-16  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  County.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1906  was  10-7  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes. 

The  mortality  from  Phthisis  has  increased  during  the  year  in  the  Urban,  and  decreased  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  The  Phthisis  Death-rate  for  the  whole  of  Swindon  was  1-518  per  1000.  The  Death-Rate 
from  the  same  cause  in  the  Borough  of  Caine  was  1*747  per  1000,  in  Devizes  1*061,  in  Malmesbury  *717, 
in  Melksham  *713,  in  Warminster  -361  per  1000.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  Caine  1*37  per  1000,  Cricklade 
1-26  per  1000,  Highworth  1-170,  and  Melksham  1*130  per  1000  were  the  highest  rates. 

Tuberculosis  is  further  considered  on  Page  29,  under  the  heading  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Orders,  &c. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  Phthisis  in  the 
County,  although  it  may  probably  be  found,  as  in  former  years,  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  538 
deaths  registered  from  other  forms  of  Respiratory  disease  in  Wiltshire  in  1907  were  connected  in  some 
way  with  the  Tubercle  Bacillus.  It  should  be  noted  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  deaths  from 
Respiratory  diseases  during  1907.  Phthisis  is  much  too  common  amongst  us  and  considerably  more  might 
be  done  in  the  way  of  prevention.  The  Sanatorium  at  Winsley  is  carrying  on  a  good  work  in  curing  and 


if 
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and  educating  Tuberculous  patients,  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  patients  are  residents  of  Wiltshire, 
more  than  two-thirdsof  the  patients  coming  from  Bristol  and  Bath  and  less  than  one-sixth  from  Wiltshire, 
In  1902  the  Local  Government  Board  instructed  Dr.  Bulstrode,  one  of  its  Inspectors,  to  visit  the  public 
Phthisis  Sanatoria  in  this  Country,  and  to  report  upon  the  various  aspects  of  the  Sanatorium  question. 
This  report  was  issued  in  January,  1908,  and  is  a  bulky  volume  of  nearly  700  pages  with  a  large  number 
of  plans  and  maps.  It  deals  with  the  whole  Tuberculosis  question,  including  the  notification  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  As  to  the  value  of  Sanatorium  treatment  in  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
Dr.  Bulstrode  does  not  consider  it  possible  or  indeed  desirable  to  draw  definite  conclusions 
on  the  evidence  available.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt,  he  thinks,  that  the  immediate  result  to 
the  individual  of  Sanatorium  treatment  is,  in  the  main,  decidedly  encouraging.  With  regard  to  notification 
of  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  Dr.  Bulstrode  considers  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  judging  in  the  light  of 
Phthisis  death  rates,  the  value  of  “notification ”  in  the  repression  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  He  notes  that, 
so  far,  the  rate  of  that  fall  in  the  Phthisis  mortality  which  has  for  many  years  been  noticed  throughout  the 
Country,  has  not  become  obviously  accelerated  in  towns  which  have  in  one  form  or  another  adopted 
notification.  Dr.  Bulstrode  lays-  stress  on  the  disabilities  liable  to  accrue  to  the  Phthisis  patient  in  the 
event  of  Pulmonary:  Tuberculosis  coming  to  be  regarded  officially  as  infectious  in  like  sense  with  Scarlet 
Fever  or  Small  Pox.  But  in  his  opinion  there  should  be  definite  encouragement  of  people  to  seek  advice 
and  assistance  in  the  earliest  stage  of  the  disease  alike  from  an  administrative  and  public  health  sense. 
Dr.  Streeten,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Swindon,  in  his  report,  says  :  “  The  further  question  as  to 
“  the  advisability  of  promoting  the  c  notification  ’  of  the  disease  should  be  considered.  The  difficulties 
“  which  would  appear  to  militate  against  a  system  of  compulsory  notification  of  Phthisis  are  the 
“  disabilities,  both  legal  and  civil,  which  exist  in  respect  of  the  other  notifiable  diseases,  and  which 
“  apparently  must  prevail  also  in  the  case  of  Phthisis  were  it  included  in  the  same  schedule.  But  it  is 
“  not  possible  to  place  Phthisis  in  a  somewhat  different  position,  and  to  deal  with  notified  cases  of  the 
“  disease  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  relief  and  instruction  without  all  the  formidable  restrictions  so 
“  dear  to  official  red  tape.  I  would  like  to  see  a  new  departure  made  in  this  town  in  the  direction  of 
“  notification  of  Phthisis  for  educational  purposes,  and  perhaps  it  is  possible  to  evolve  a  system  of 
“  notification  suitahle  for  the  purpose  which  may  win  the  approval:  of  Authorities  at  Whitehall.”  I  shall 
anxiously  look  out  for  Dr.  Streeten’s  system. 


CANCEL, 

,  In  my  report  for  1906  I  directed  attention  to  the  subject  of  Cancer  and  pointed  out  that  the  County 
does  not  stand  in  quite  as  bad  a  position  with  regard  to  the  mortality  from  Malignant  diseases  as  would 
appear  from  a  perusal  of  the  crude  annual  death-rate.  But  I  have  again  to  record  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  Deaths  from  this  cause,  viz.  :  806  against  291  in  1906,  and  274  in  1905.  The  number  of 
Deaths  in  the  Urban  Districts  were  115  against  141  in  1906,  whilst  in  the  Bural  Districts  the  figures 
wTere  191  as  against  150  in  1906,  the  increase  being  in  the  Amesbury,  Bradford-on-Avon,  Chippenham, 
Cricklade,  Devizes,  Highworth,  Malmesbury,  Marlborough,  Mere,  Ramsbury,  Salisbury,  Tisbury, 
Warminster,  and  Westbury  Districts.  The  only  Urban  Districts  showing  any  increase  were  Caine  and 
Chippenham. 

Of  the  306  Deaths  in  Wiltshire  in  1907,  no  less  than  159  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
In  the  Urban  Districts  of  115  Deaths,  50  were  over  65,  and  65  under  65  years.  In  the  Rural  Districts, 
on  the  contrary,  of  191  Deaths,  109  were  over  65,  and  82  under  65. 

The  average  annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  living  from  Cancer  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  10  years 
1895 — 1905  was  0*83.  The  rate  for  1906  was  0‘92.  This  latter  rate  was  exceeded  in  the  year  1907  in 
the  following  Districts  in  Wiltshire,  viz.  :  Urban  Districts — Marlborough  1-79,  Westbury  1*46,  Caine  1-45, 
Warminster  1.44,  Malmesbury  1-43,  Wilton  1-28,  Trowbridge  1-15,  Chippenham  0“95,  Salisbury  0-92. 
Rural  Districts  —  Mere  2-69,  Tisbury  2-44,  Bradford-on-Avon  U84,  Devizes  D54,  Ramsbury  1*52, 
Malmesbury  1-47,  Caine  1*14,  Chippenham  1-14,  Westbury  1*13,  Warminster  1*09,  Cricklade  1-08, 
Amesbury  1*07,  Highworth  1*03,  Salisbury  0*92. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  together,  registered  in  the 
Administrative  County  amounted  to  540,  of  which  226  were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  314  in  the  Rural 
Districts. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Disease  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the 
whole  County  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  for  the  years  1896 — 1907  : — 


AREAS. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

561 

591 

621 

794 

656 

595 

607 

502 

559 

594 

518 

540 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

2’06 

2T5 

2*35 

2*84 

2*41 

2*19 

2*22 

1*83 

2*03 

2*16 

1*87 

1*95 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

224 

232 

232 

363 

240 

264 

255 

226 

254 

279 

218 

226 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

2-19 

2-14 

2*10 

3*25 

2*13 

2-34 

2*22 

1*94 

2*16 

2*29 

1*77 

1*83 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

337 

359 

389 

431 

416 

331 

352 

276 

305 

315 

300 

314 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

2-03 

2*10 

2*34 

2*60 

2*62 

2*08 

2*23 

1-75 

1*94 

2*05 

1*95 

2*05  | 

GENERAL  EPIDEMIC  MORTALITY. 


The  total  number  of  Deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases  in  the  whole  Administrative  County  was  220, 
of  which  142  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  78  in  the  Rural  Districts ;  under  the  head  of 
“  Epidemic  ”  are  included  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Typhus, 
Enteric  Fever,  Simple  or  Continued  Fever,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry,  and  Cholera. 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  Mortality  from  the  principal  “  Epidemic  ”  Diseases  for  the 
Administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively  for  the  years 
1895-1907,  and  also  for  comparative  purposes  the  rate  for  England  andAVales  for  the  years  1895-1907 : — 


AREAS. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

202 

218 

302 

225 

364 

201 

175 

274 

130 

226 

184 

165 

220 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

*74 

•80 

1-10 

1-8 

1-30 

•74 

•64 

1-00 

•47 

*82 

•669 

•59 

•79 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

82 

99 

156 

127 

201 

80 

99 

128 

69 

121 

90 

93 

142 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•78 

•93 

1-44 

1-15 

1*77 

•71 

•87 

1-il 

•59 

1-02 

•74 

•76 

1-15 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

120 

119 

146 

98 

163 

121 

76 

146 

61 

105 

94 

72 

78 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

•72 

•71 

•88 

•59 

•98 

•76 

•37 

•92 

*38 

•67 

•61 

•47 

•51 

England  &  Wales 

Rate  per  1000 

2*1 

2-18 

2-15 

2-22 

2-21 

1-57 

2*05 

1-64 

1*46 

1-94 

1-52 

1*73 

1-26 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Epidemic  Mortality  was  considerably  below  the  average  rate  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1907,  but  above  the  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  for  the  years 
1905  and  1906,  the  increase  being  chiefly  in  the  Urban  Districts. 

The  Epidemic  Death-rate  in  the  Melksham,  Swindon,  and  Trowbridge  Urban  Districts  exceeded  the 
mean  rate  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and  that  of  Bradford-on-x\von,  Chippenham,  Highworth, 
Melksham,  Ramsbury,  Tisbury,  Westbury,  and  Wilton  Rural  Districts,  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  the 
combined  Rural  Districts. 

NOTIFICATION  AND  MORTALITY  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  each  month  from  every  District  a  return  showing  the  number  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  each  Parish  of  the  County,  and  have  published  the  same  regularly  in  the 
County  Notification  Summary,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  County  Asylum,  &c.,  &c.,  during  the  first  week  of  each  month.  The  following 
Table  is  compiled  from  these  returns,  with  the  object  of  showing  the  seasonal  rise  and  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  the  various  Diseases. 
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Monthly  totals  of  reported  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  during  each  month  of  the  year  1907  : — 


DISEASES. 

Year 

1904 

l'ear 

1905 

Year] 

1906 

Yrear 

1907 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

lViay 

June' 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Small  Pox 

2 

5 

_  | 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- ! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

858 

777 

774 

637 

47 

61 

70 

42 

51 

70 

49 

27 

49 

63 

55 

53 

Diphtheria 

419 

289 

333 

441 

69 

34 

29 

18 

31 

29 

17 

26 

29 

51 

63 

45 

Membranous  Croup 

2 

2 

1 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— . 

1 

3 

1 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

153 

149 

144 

118 

15 

11 

8 

11 

6 

10 

11 

6 

8 

16 

7 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  ,, 

29 

36 

42 

43 

-i 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

9 

8 

4 

— 

2 

11 

1 

Continued  ,, 

2 

1 

o 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Relapsing  ,, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  ,, 

8 

10 

13 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1474 

1269 

11309 

1261 

133 

i  109 

108 

74 

93 

120 

]  88 

69 

84 

126 

150 

107 

The  figures  in  the  above  Table,  taken  from  the  monthly  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers  do  not  in  all 
cases  compare  with  the  figures  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  Table  III  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  forms  which  are  tabulated  on  Tables  3a  and  3b  of  this  report. 


In  the  following  remarks  and  rates  of  Infectious  Disease  I  will  confine  myself  as  usual  to  the 
figures  contained  in  the  Tables  accompanying  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

SMALL  POX. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  during  the  year.  There  has  been  marked  immunity  from  the 
disease  throughout  England  and  Wales,  only  9  deaths  being  registered  from  this  cause  throughout  the 
year,  the  disease  being  confined  to  a  few  large  towns  in  the  North  of  England. 

In  the  event  of  a  recurrence  of  Small  Pox  Wiltshire  will  be  found  badly  prepared  to  cope  with  it. 
Vaccination  is  at  a  very  low  ebb  in  those  parts  of  the  County  least  prepared.  In  one  Union  in  the 
County  the  last  return  issued,  viz.,  for  1904,  showed  59 ‘6  per  cent,  of  the  children  born  in  that  year  to  be 
unvaccinated,  and  for  the  County  as  a  whole  there  were  only  three  counties  holding  a  worse  position, 
viz.,  Leicestershire,  58-8  per  cent.;  Northamptonshire,  43-5  ;  Bedfordshire,  42.6  ;  and  Wiltshire,  32-8  per 
cent.,  the  average  for  England  and  Wales  being  14-5  per  cent.,  the  figures  for  neighbouring  counties 
being  Somerset,  19-3  ;  Dorset,  13T  ;  Hants,  6-5.  The  provision  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  Small  Pox  is 
very  inadequate,  and  was  further  reduced  in  1907  by  the  fact  that  the  Devizes  Joint  Hospital  Committee 
gave  up  the  tenancy  of  the  Old  Farm  House,  near  Stert,  which  was  used  as  a  Small  Pox  Hospital. 
The  only  permanent  accommodation  at  present  is  the  small  hospital  at  Swindon,  and  even  this  is  not 
immediately  available  as  it  is  usually  occupied  as  a  Nurses’  Home  for  the  staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease,  656  cases  being  notified  as  against  773 
in  1906.  In  1904  872  cases  were  notified.  Cases  were  notified  from  every  district  in  the  County  with 
the  exception  of  Marlborough  Urban.  There  were  109  fewer  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  Districts  than 
in  1906,  viz.,  280  against  389  in  1906.*  174  cases  in  Swindon  against  191  ;  Trowbridge  16  against  40; 
Warminster  2  against  7 ;  Salisbury  45  against  38.  In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  376  cases  against 
384  in  1906,  viz.,  69  Highworth  against  100;  Cricklade  44  against  7  ;  Mere  10  against  24  ;  Chippenham 
54  against  43  ;  Devizes  45  against  54  ;  Pewsey  12  against  9  ;  Malmesbury  43  against  16. 

The  sickness  rate  from  this  disease  was  2*37  per  1000  of  the  population  of  the  County  against  2‘80 
in  1906.  There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  mortality,  14  deaths  being  registered  against  25  in  1906. 
Ten  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  4  in  the  Rural  Districts,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of 
2T3  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  or  a  death-rate  from  this  cause  of  0*05  per  1000  of  the  population  of 
the  County ;  during  1906  the  mortality  was  2*97  per  cent,  of  notified  cases,  and  0-08  per  1000 
of  the  population. 
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The  death  rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  England  and  Wales  in  1-899-1900  was  0-12  per  1000  of  the 
population  ;  in  1901  the  rate  vTas  0T3  ;  in  1902  it  was  0-15  ;  in  1903  it  was  0T2  ;  in  1904  it  was  0T1 ; 
in  1905  it  was  0T1  per  1000  ;  in  1906  it  was  0T0 ;  and  in  1907  it  was  0-09  ;  thus  the  rates  for  Wiltshire 
compares  very  favourably  wTith  those  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  proportion  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  removed  to  hospital  was  in  Urban  Districts  85  per  cent, 
in  the  Rural  Districts  44  per  cent.  Out  of  the  18  Urban  Districts  provision  of  some  sort  or  other  is 
made  for  isolating  Scarlet  Fever,  in  all  except  the  Borough  of  Wilton,  and  it  is  probable  that  temporary 
arrangements  might  be  made  with  the  Borough  of  Salisbury  until  the  new  Joint  Hospital  is  ready.  Of 
the  19  Rural  Districts  isolation  is  only  available  in  9  districts. 

All  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  agreed  that  Isolation  Hospitals  have  done  much  towards  reducing 
the  mortality  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  that  it  is  essential  that  hospital  accommodation  should  be 
afforded  for  persons  connected  with  the  milk  trade,  provision  shops,  manufacture  of  gloves,  wearing 
apparel,  lodging  houses,  and  the  like,  and  it  is  fully  recognised  that  sufficient  isolation  is  impracticable 
in  the  majority  of  small  houses  and  cottages.  If  there  has  not  been  that  apparent  advantage  derived 
from  the  erection  of  Isolation  Hospitals  in  preventing  epidemics  it  has  been  due,  as  I  have  pointed  out 
year  after  year,  to  delay  in  diagnosis  and  notification  of  early  cases,  and  to  cases  being  missed  and 
unrecognised  in  the  early  stages  owing  to  the  especially  mild  type  of  the  disease  wffiich  has  prevailed 
during  the  last  few  years.  School  influence  is  very  largely  responsible  for  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and 
there  must  be  a  much  closer  connection  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  School 
Attendance  Officer,  and  children  who  are  unwell  should  not  be  forced  to  attend  school ;  and  the  attention 
of  medical  men,  parents,  and  teachers  drawn  to  the  absolute  necessity  for  early  notification  of  infectious 
diseases. 

Very  few  of  the  annual  reports  contain  any  information  regarding  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever 
other  than  the  actual  number  of  cases  notified.  The  various  outbreaks  in  the  county  wTere  of  a  mild 
character,  and  nothing  of  the  nature  of  an  epidemic  took  place.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Notification 
Act  much  care  has  been  taken  to  deal  with  early  cases  by  isolation  either  in  hospital  or  in  their  own 
homes,  and  the  serious  epidemics  of  pre-notification  times,  with  heavy  mortality,  have  been  avoided. 
The  greatest  incidence  of  the  disease  was  at  Swindon,  where  174  cases  were  notified,  but  this  was 
a  smaller  number  than  in  previous  years,  and  cases  wTere  spread  out  through  every  month  in  the  year, 
the  greatest  number  in  any  month  being  26  in  May  and  27  in  June.  One  hundred  and  twenty  eight  of 
the  174  cases  occurred  in  children  attending  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  31  being  children  attending 
the  Gorse  Hill  Schools.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  his  report  upon  the  subject,  says  :  “The  fact 
remains  that  a  very  large  percentage  of  children  during  their  school  life  contract  whatever  infectious 
disease  happens  to  be  going.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  reduce  this  risk  to  a  minimum.  I 
think  it  very  possible  that  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children  will  do  something  towards  this  end 
by  the  education  which  will  be  imparted  in  the  homes  of  the  children  by  the  school  nurse,  who  is  bound 
eventually  to  be  appointed  by  even  the  most  laggard  local  “  authority.”  The  insidious  nature  of  all 
infectious  disease  often  renders  it  a  task  of  difficulty  for  even  skilled  persons  to  recognise  the  initial 
symptoms.  The  practice  which  exists  of  keeping  a  child  at  school  when  obviously  out  of  sorts  ought  to 
be  decried.  A  child  who  is  not  well  cannot  benefit  by  instruction,  and  should  be  sent  home.  The 
proper  place  for  an  ailing  child  is  home,  where  he  cannot  prove  a  source  of  danger  to  others  should  he 
be  suffering  from  an  infectious  ailment  which  has  not  been  detected. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety  two  cases  were  notified,  against  844  cases  in  1906.  Cases  were  notified, 
from  all  the  Urban  Districts,  and  all  the  Rural  Districts  with  the  exception  of  Marlborough  and  War¬ 
minster,  and  the  two  parishes  of  Tetbury  in  Wiltshire.  Two  hundred  and  forty-'four  of  the  cases  were 
in  the  Urban  Districts,  against  244  in  1906 ;  and  248  in  the  Rural  Districts,  against  100  in  1906.  Forty 
deaths  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  19  in  the  Rural  Districts,  giving  a  mortality  of  8*13 
per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified.  The  death-rate  from  this  cause  for  the  Administrative  County  was  0-145 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  in  1906  was  0-076  ;  in  1905  it  was  0-087,  in  1904,  0-218  ; 
in  1903  it  was  0-157  ;  in  1902  it  was  0-1909  ;  in  1901  it  was  0-099  ;  and  in  1900  it  was  0-173  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  death-rate  from  this  cause  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  0-16  ;  in  1906  it 
was  0-17  ;  it  was  0*16  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  year  1905  ;  0-17  per  1,000  for  the  year  1904  ; 
0-18  per  1,000  for  the  year  1903  ;  0-23  per  1,000  for  the  year  1902;  0-27  per  1,000  for  the  year  1901  ; 
and  for  the  year  1900  it  was  0-29  per  1,000. 
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The  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  Urban  Districts  was  the  same  as  in  1906,  with  exactly  the 
same  number  of  deaths.  The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Swindon  73  cases,  Trowbridge  30, 
Bradford-on-Avon  27,  Wilton  19,  Melksham  21,  Warminster  16,  Salisbury  15,  Chippenham  12,  Devizes 
12,  Malmesbury  10,  Caine  4,  Marlborough  3,  Westbury  2. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  in  the  Rural  Districts.  They  were  distributed 
as  follows  : — Bradford-on-Avon  40,  Melksham  34,  Cricklade  27,  Chippenham  26-  Highworth  20,  Devizes 
17,  Westbury  14,  Caine  13,  Salisbury  13,  Malmesbury  13,  Wilton  9,  Ramsbury  7,  Pewsey  5,  Mere  5, 
Tisbury  4,  Amesbury  1. 

There  was  a  very  intimate  relation  between  the  outbreak  in  the  Bradford-on-Avon  Urban  and  Rural 
and  Melksham  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  this  accounts  for  over  120  of  the  cases.  This  outbreak 
can  be  traced  to  the  fact  that  a  child  in  a  highly  infectious  state  attended  the  Shaw  School  in  January. 
This  child  resided  in  a  hamlet  in  the  Bradford  Rural  District,  and  had  probably  received  the  infection 
from  a  “  carrier  case.”  From  direct  contact  with  this  child  the  disease  was  spread  right  and  left. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  were  a  number  of  very  mild  cases  in  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  and 
these  were  the  means  of  further  spreading  the  disease,  as  they  were  treated  by  the  parents  as  cases  of 
simple  cold  and  sore  throat.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  mortality  was  not  very  high,  although 
many  of  the  cases  were  of  a  very  severe  character.  This  result  was  largely  due  to  the  administration  of 
Antitoxin,  and  isolation  of  the  worst  cases  at  the  Trowbridge  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  This  institution 
was  the  means  of  saving  a  number  of  lives  by  treatment  and  good  nursing.  Patients  were  not  discharged 
to  their  homes  until  they  were  declared  by  bacteriological  examination  to  be  free  from  the  diphtheria 
bacillus.  There  were  very  few  “  return  cases.”  In  the  Swindon  Urban  District  there  was  a  marked 
diminution 'in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  the  mortality  was 
heavy,  viz.  :  10  deaths  in  73  cases  notified.  Of  the  73  cases,  66  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  9  deaths 
occurred  in  Hospital.  Many  of  these  cases  were  admitted  in  a  very  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  but  the 
Medical  Superintendent  says:  “I  am  certain  that  many  lives  were  saved  by  admission  to  the  Hospital, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  sacrificed.  The  Cricklade  outbreak  was  directly  traceable  to 
infection  spread  from  the  Infant  School,  the  surroundings  of  which  were  in  a  very  insanitary  condition. 
The  school  has  been  since  condemned  as  insanitary,  and  another  school  will  be  provided.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Tisbury  Rural  District  gave  an  instance  of  the  beneficial  effect  of  early 
notification  and  use  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin,”  and  goes  on  to  say  “  Means  of  cultural  diagnosis  are 
provided  free  by  the  County  Laboratory,  but  the  cost  of  providing  Antitoxin  has  hitherto  fallen  upon  the 
patients  themselves  or  upon  the  medical  man  in  attendance.  Not  a  small  proportion  of  the  cases  occur 
amongst  persons  who  are  quite  unable  to  afford  the  attendance  necessary,  and  still  less  an  expensive 
remedy,  and  it  is  imperative  that  these  cases,  in  common  with  others,  should  be  given  the  advantage 
that  the  administration  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  affords.”  He  submits  to  his  Council  for  consideration 
the  suggestion  that  Antitoxin  should  be  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  when  in  the  opinion  of  the 
practitioner  in  attendance  such  assistance  is  needed  and  the  patient  is  not  in  a  position  to  obtain  it 
himself.  The  question  is  one  of  prevention  as  well  as  cure. 

The  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  clearly  point  out  that  Diphtheria  was  introduced  into  the  county 
at  various  times  during  the  year  in  widely  separated  parishes,  from  adjoining  counties  and  from  very 
considerable  distances,  in  one  instance  adding  fresh  fuel  to  an  outbreak  that  was  dying  out. 

ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Thirty-six  cases  were  notified  for  the  whole  County,  as  against  33  in  1906  and  36  in  1905, 
Twenty  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  viz.,  Trowbridge  8,  Swindon  5,  Salisbury  5. 
Malmesbury  1,  Westbury  1.  The  whole  of  the  5  cases  notified  in  Swindon  terminated  fatally.  Two  of 
these  cases  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  borough  area,  the  other  cases  were  of  sporadic  origin,  and 
in  one  the  diagnosis  was  a  doubtful  one.  Of  the  5  Salisbury  cases  4  were  brought  into  the  district  for 
treatment  at  the  Salisbury  Infirmary,  1  from  Bulford,  1  Charlton  All  Saints,  1  Nuntou,  and  1  from 
Amesbury,  and  in  the  fifth  case  the  source  of  infection  was  traced  to  a  source  outside  the  district.  The 
Trowbridge  district  suffered  most  from  the  disease,  8  cases  occurring.  The  cause  of  the  outbreak  was 
not  clearly  determined,  but  at  the  time  there  was  evidence  of  some  slight  contamination  of  the  town 
water  supply  with  the  bacillus  coli. 

Of  the  16  cases  notified  in  the  Rural  Districts  six  occurred  in  the  Chippenham  district,  but  the 
annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  not  in  any  way  deal  with  cause  or  measures  taken  to 
deal  with  the  disease,  other  than  the  statement  that  2  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  Three  cases 
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occurred  in  one  house  in  Durrington  in  the  Amesbury  district,  due  to  insanitary  surroundings  and  a 
grossly  polluted  well.  The  two  cases  notified  at  Mere  were  probably  due  to  defective  drains. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  the  excellent  position  the  County  takes  with  regard  to  the  incidence 
and  mortality  from  this  disease,  due  in  my  opinion  to  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  during  the  past 
10  years  to  improve  the  water  supplies  of  the  villages  and  isolated  dwellings,  and  a  general  advance  in 
the  sanitation  of  the  County,  and  the  care  taken  to  isolate  the  cases  of  the  disease  that  are  introduced 
into  the  County  from  time  to  time.  Every  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  local  Medical  Officer  of 
Healtli  and  Practitioners  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease  by  the  County  Laboratory,  and  a  large  number 
of  specimens  of  blood  have  been  examined  for  Widal’s  reaction.  Out  of  the  number  examined  a 
negative  result  was  obtained  in  89  cases. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Only  11  cases  were  notified  for  the  whole  county,  as  against  14  in  1906.  Seven  occurred  in  Urban 
Districts,  2  in  Chippenham,  and  1  each  in  Bradford-on- Avon,  Caine,  Melksham,  Swindon,  and 
Trowbridge.  Four  cases  occurred  in  Rural  Districts,  2  Chippenham,  1  Cricklade,  and  1  Ramsbury.  All 
these  cases  are  now  carefully  enquired  into  to  note  whether  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  are  properly  carried  out  by  the  midwives  in  attendance.  The  number  of  cases  notified 
is  very  small  considering  the  number  of  births,  6,942  in  the  County  in  1907,  with  probably  another  300 
or  400  or  more  still  births.  As  I  have  pointed  out  in  former  reports  there  is  considerable  doubt  existing 
as  to  the  proper  definition  of  the  term  “  Puerperal  Fever.”  The  Local  Government  Board  in  answer 
to  a  communication  from  the  Salop  County  Council  upon  the  subject  replied  saying  “The  fever  known 
by  the  name  of  ‘  Peurperal  ’  being  a  statutory  term  under  section  6  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  the  Board  had  no  authority  to  define  the  term,  or  to  withdraw  it  or  substitute 
another.  It  appeared  to  the  Board,  however,  that  the  term  might  be  regarded  as  a  general  one, 
including  the  several  affections  referred  to  in  the  opinion  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.” 

In  the  new  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  attention  is  drawn  to  the  following  resolution  of 
the  Board : — 

Resolved  :  “  That  inasmuch  as  changes  in  the  pulse  and  temperature  are  the  earliest  and 

“  surest  indication  of  the  onset  of  Puerperal  Fever  when  the  disease  is  still  amenable  to  treatment, 
“  the  Board  do  call  the  attention  of  Local  Supervising  Authorities  to  the  importance  of  instructing 
“  and  encouraging  midwives  practising  within  their  areas  in  taking  and  recording  regularly  the 
“  pulse  and  temperature  in  every  case  under  their  care.” 


MEASLES. 

The  mortality  from  Measles  showed  a  marked  increase  during  1906,  only  7  deaths  occurred,  whilst 
in  1907  no  less  than  81  were  registered,  no  less  than  49  of  these  occurred  in  the  town  of  Swindon,  6  in 
Salisbury,  4  in  Melksham,  and  2  Westbury ;  whilst  in  the  Rural  Districts  deaths  occurred  in  Amesbury 
1,  Bradford  3,  Chippenham  2,  Highworth  2,  Marlborough  1,  Melksham  2,  Ramsbury  1,  Tisbury  2, 
Westbury  1,  Wilton  2,  and  Tetbury  1. 

Of  the  49  deaths  from  this  cause  in  Swindon  7  were  in  children  under  1  year  of  age,  38  between  1 
and  5  years,  and  only  4  over  5  years.  Of  the  remaining  32  deaths  in  the  county  27  were  under  5  years 
and  5  over  5  years  of  age. 

Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease  have  not  in  the  past  proved  very  successful, 
and  compulsory  notification  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe  has  been  absolutely  useless,  and  a  w^aste 
of  money  under  the  conditions  that  obtain  in  our  Urban  and  Rural  Districts.  Possibly  considerably  more 
good  might  result  from  the  employment  of  intelligent  District  Nurses  in  times  of  epidemic.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  lives  of  an  enormous  number  of  children  are  sacrificed  every  year  from  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  in  consequence  of  their  being  sent  to  school  at  too  early  an  age.  I  have  drawn 
attention  to  this  point  in  previous  reports.  It  is  quite  possible  if  the  Medical  Inspection  of  Children  is 
carried  out  in  a  proper  and  thorough  manner  by  trained  observers,  that  sufficient  evidence  will  be 
available  to  show  that  it  is  seriously  detrimental  to  the  health  of  young  children  to  send  them  to  school 
before  the  age  of  5  years.  Certainly  the  longer  an  attack  of  Measles  can  be  postponed  the  better  the 
chance  of  life  for  the  child. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Thirty-five  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  compared  with  39  in  1906,  62  in  1905,  23  in 
1904,  and  16  in  1903  ;  giving  a  Death-rate  for  the  County  of  0-126  per  1000  of  the  population.  The 
Death-rate  in  this  County  in  1906  was  0-141,  in  1905  it  was  0-225,  in  1904  it  was  0-083,  in  1903  it  was 
0-58,  in  1902  it  was  0-22.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1907,  was  0-29. 

With  a  few  exceptions  the  sufferers  from  Whooping  Cough  are  solely  children  and  persons  of  tender 
years.  Very  little  is  known  of  the  laws  which  govern  the  diffusion  of  this  disease.  It  is  excessively 
infectious,  and  once  introduced  into  a  home  or  school  it  is  liable  to  attack  all  young  children  not 
protected  by  a  previous  attack.  The  disease  makes  exceptional  havoc  among  infants  from  the  second 
to  the  twelfth  month  after  birth.  After  the  close  of  the  second  year  the  disease  rapidly  becomes  less 
fatal.  On  an  average  from  11,000  to  12,000  children  perish  from  this  cause  yearly  in  England  and 
Wales. 

DIARRHOEA. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  Mortality  from  Diarrhoea,  only  36  deaths  being  registered  as 
against  65  in  1906.  Twenty-five  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  as  against  35  in  1906, 
of  these  11  occurred  in  Swindon  against  9  in  1906  ;  7  in  Salisbury  against  15  in  1906  ;  4  in  Trowbridge 
against  7  in  1906.  Of  the  11  deaths  in  the  Rural  Districts  no  district  showed  an  increase  or  had  more 
than  two  deaths  from  this  cause.  In  the  High  worth  District  where  13  deaths  were  registered  in  1906 
there  were  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  in  1907. 

All  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  agreed  that  the  lessened  Mortality  from  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was 
entirely  due  to  the  occurrence  of  an  exceptionally  cold  and  wet  summer. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

The  position  of  the  County  with  regard  to  Isolation  Hospitals  has  but  very  slightly  altered  during 
the  year  1907.  Those  portions  of  the  County  without  any  provision  for  the  isolation  of  infectious 
disease  have  during  the  year  rather  keenly  felt  the  necessity  for  some  provision  being  made,  and  with  the 
presence  .of  a  small  epidemic  in  their  midst  the  desire  for  the  provision  of  a  hospital  is  keen,  but  the 
keenness  wanes  with  the  passing  away  of  the  epidemic.  Speaking  generally  there  has  not  been  that 
tendency  to  overcrowd  Isolation  Hospitals  to  the  extent  that  prevailed  in  previous  years  owing  to  the  fact 
there  was  no  very  serious  outbreak  of  disease  in  any  part  of  the  County.  The  low  prevalence  of  infectious 
disease  in  certain  districts  of  the  County  where  cases  were  introduced  from  outside  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  early  cases  were  promptly  notified  and  isolated  in  Hospitals,  thus  preventing  further  spread.  There  has 
bedn  some  discussion  during  past  years  as  to  the  desirability  of  providing  Hospitals  for  the  purpose  of 
isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  statistics  have  been  freely  used  to  show  on  the  one  hand  that 
such  Hospitals  are  of  little  use,  and  on  the  other  that  they  are  a  necessary  equipment  in  public  health 
administration.  It  is  not  a  question  which  can  be  settled  by  statistics  or  by  comparing  the  results  of 
isolation  in  one  town  or  district  with  those  of  another.  It  has  been  very  aptly  put  by  a  colleague  as 
follows  ; — “  The  best  way  to  regard  it  is  this  :  In  a  large  or  moderately  large  house  there  is  usually  a  room 
that  can  be  set  aside  for  the  isolation  of  any  member  of  the  household  who  is  attacked  with  an  illness  of 
an  infectious  character,  and  removal  to  a  Hospital  is  not  urgently  necessary,  but  in  the  case  of  a  cottage 
all  the  available  sleeping  room  is  mostly  fully  occupied,  and  the  Hospital  must  then  be  regarded  as  the 
working  man’s  spare  room.  It  is  for  this  class  of  cases  that  I  consider  an  Isolation  Hospital  is  more 
particularly  required  in  a  rural  district.”  It  is  quite  possible  that  in  some  parts  of  the  County  provided 
with  Hospitals  there  is  a  tendency  to  use  the  Isolation  Hospitals  as  Fever  Hospitals,  and  to  send  ail  cases 
into  Hospital  whether  requiring  isolation  or  not.  This  was  certainly  not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of 
the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  use  discretion  in  all  cases  before 
sending  patients  into  Hospital  at  the  public  expense.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  serious  harm  in  the 
past  has  arisen  in  this  County  from  the  overcrowding  of  Hospitals  and  the  filling  up  of  accommodation 
by  cases  that  could  be  well  isolated  at  home.  Room  was  frequently  only  found  for  urgent  cases 
without  any  means  of  proper  home  isolation,  by  the  overcrowding  of  the  Hospitals  :  with  unfortunate 
results  to  the  patients.  The  system  under  which  payments  are  made  by  the  County  Council  towards  the 
upkeep  of  Isolation  Hospitals  is  not  sufficiently  definite  with  regard  to  the  control  of  the  administration. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  scandal  arising  through  overcrowding  in  the  future  I  suggest  that 
a  return  should  be  received  periodically  from  each  Hospital  stating  the  number  of  patients  in  Hospital, 
and  the  admissions  and  discharges,  so  that  some  check  can  be  placed  on  the  tendency  to  overcrowd.  The 
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manner  in  which  the  accounts  are  kept  of  the  various  Isolation  Hospitals  materially  differs  and  it  is 
extremely  desirable  that  a  uniform  system  of  keeping  accounts  should  be  adopted  so  that  any  tendency  to 
extravagance  in  any  particular  department  or  matter  can  easily  be  detected,  and  the  proper  comparison 
made  between  the  methods  of  working  in  the  various  places.  I  can  only  repeat  my  expression  in  last 
year’s  report “  Isolation  Hospitals  entail  a  great  expense  upon  the  County,  and  too  much  care  cannot 
be  taken  to  see  that  the  money  is  spent  to  the  best  advantage,  and  extravagance  and  waste  avoided.” 

Calne. — Twenty-one  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year.  All  made  a  satisfactory 
recovery  with  the  exception  of  one  child,  of  four  years  of  age,  who  died  of  Diphtheria.  Four  of  the  cases 
were  from  the  Urban  District.  The  number  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  patients  necessitated  the 
calling  in  of  extra  help  of  trained  nurses.  The  only  unsatisfactory  thing  about  this  Hospital  is  the  system 
of  farming  out  the  dieting  of  the  patients  to  the  caretaker,  which,  I  am  informed,  still  obtains. 
During  the  year  the  responsibility  for  the  management  of  the  Hospital  has  been  definitely  fixed  upon  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  a  small  salary  has  been  allocated. 

Chippenham. — This  Hospital  was  in  use  most  months  of  the  year.  In  November  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  reported  that  the  huts  for  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria  were  inconvenient  for  the 
patients  seeking  admission,  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  improve  the  accommodation.  Fifty-one 
patients  were  admitted  during  the  year,  16  from  the  Urban  District,  11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  5  of 
Diphtheria ;  35  cases  from  the  Rural  District,  Scarlet  Fever  21,  Diphtheria  9,  Enteric  2.  There  were 
changes  in  the  caretaker  during  the  year.  Miss  Warren  still  acts  as  matron,  and  continues  to  enjoy  the 
entire  confidence  of  those  working  for  and  with  her.  The  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a  new  laundry 
and  drying  room  has  been  keenly  felt  during  the  year. 

Cricklade. — This  Hospital  has  been  of  much  service  during  the  year,  but  its  usefulness  was  greatly 
curtailed  by  the  fact  that  only  one  kind  of  infectious  disease  was  able  to  be  taken  at  a  time.  Fifteen 
cases  of  Diphtheria  and  32  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  during  the  year,  a  number  seriously  taxing 
the  accommodation  of  this  little  Hospital,  and  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  in  the  autumn  were 
unable  to  be  admitted,  as  the  Hospital  was  occupied  by  patients  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  a  mortuary  and  disinfecting  chamber  should  be  provided  for  this  Hospital 
without  any  further  delay. 

Devizes.— This  hospital  was  very  extensively  used  during  the  year.  Sixty-three  cases  were  admitted. 
Of  these,  45  were  Scarlet  Fever,  and  18  Diphtheria.  Three  hospital  nurses  and  attendants  were 
treated  in  the  wards  for  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  Many  of  the  cases  admitted  during  the  year 
w’ere  seriously  ill,  but  no  death  took  place. 

Malmesbury. — This  little  hospital  was  used  during  the  year.  Fourteen  cases  were  admitted  during 
the  year,  8  Scarlet  Fever  and  2  of  Diphtheria  from  the  Rural  District,  and  4  cases  from  the  Urban 
District.  The  joint  Urban  and  Rural  Authorities  have  had  the  matter  of  providing  adequate  hospital 
accommodation  for  this  district  under  consideration  during  the  year.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his 
report  says  : — “  Of  course  there  are  improvements  wanted  in  the  hospital,  such  as  better  nurses’  quarters, 
better  cooking  room,  &c.,  and  it  is  difficult  to  isolate  more  than  one  kind  of  disease  at  a  time.”  I  cordially 
agree  with  his  remarks  as  to  the  necessity  for  improvements.  Other  matters  besides  the  nurses’  quarters 
and  cooking  room  require  attention  before  this  hospital  can  be  considered  at  all  satisfactory,  and  it  is 
greatly  to  be  hoped  that  the  combined  authorities  will  come  to  some  definite  decision  at  an  early  date  to 
either  add  to  the  present  building  or  erect  a  fresh  hospital. 

Marlborough. — The  Isolation  Hospital  has  worked  well,  but  has  been  less  used  than  for  several 
years  past.  A  better  hot  water  supply  has  been  provided,  and  has  been  a  great  improvement.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  suggestions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  the  drainage  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital  should  be  connected  with  the  public  sewers  of  the  town,  and  carried  out  without  further 
delay.  The  present  arrangement  of  slop  v7ater  occasionally  overflows. 

Salisbury. — A  site  has  been  purchased  for  the  erection  of  the  new  Joint  Hospital  a  short  distance 
outside  the  city  boundary,  and  competitive  plans  have  been  asked  for.  Twelve  sets  were  sent  in,  and  they 
are  at  present  being  adjudicated  upon.  The  bungalow  hospital  at  present  used  for  the  isolation  of  patients 
from  the  city  has  been  used  during  the  year.  Thirty-nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  there. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  hospital  materially  assisted  in  checking  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  and  besides  this  most  of  the  children  left  in  much  improved  health  and  physique. 
Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  w7ere  brought  into  the  city  from  the  Rural  District,  and  were  treated  at  the 
Infirmary,  as  also  were  four  cases  of  Enteric  Fever. 
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Swindon. — The  resources  of  this  hospital  were  not  so  taxed  in  1907  as  they  were  in  previous  years, 
308  patients  being  admitted,  as  compared  with  540  in  1906.  Of  the  admissions,  162  of  Scarlet  Fever,  59 
of  Diphtheria,  and  1  of  Enteric  Fever,  were  from  the  Urban  District  of  Swindon,  whilst  67  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  19  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted  from  the  Rural  District.  An  enquiry  was  held  by  a 
Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Council  upon  the  very  large  expenditure  for  coal  at  this  hospital,  but 
nothing  definite  has  yet  been  arrived  at.  Speaking  upon  the  mortality  occurring  amongst  the  Diphtheria 
cases  at  the  hospital,  10  deaths  and  73  cases,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  No  reliable 
comparisons  can  be  made  between  hospital  and  home  treated  cases.  The  advanced  period  of  the  disease 
at  which  many  of  the  cases-  are  admitted  to  hospital  render  fair  comparison  out  of  the  question.  Of  this, 
however,  I  am  certain  that  many  lives  have  been  saved  by  admission  to  the  hospital  which  would  other¬ 
wise  have  been  sacrificed.  Very  considerable  carS  is  exercised  in  the  discharge  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
from  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  “  return  cases  ”  of  the  disease  are  practically  unknown. 

Trowbridge. — This  hospital  was  in  very  full  use  during  the  year,  140  cases  being  under  treatment. 
From  Trowbridge  Urban,  14  Scarlet  Fever,  19  Diphtheria,  4  Enteric,  and  1  Continued  Fever ;  Bradford- 
on-Avon  Urban,  24  cases,  22  Diphtheria  and  2  Scarlet  Fever;  Melksharn,  12  Diphtheria;  Westbury 
Urban,  2  Diphtheria  and  1  Enteric ;  Bradford-on -Avon  Rural,  26  Diphtheria  and  4  Scarlet  Fever ; 
Melksharn  Rural,  24  Diphtheria ;  Westbury  Rural,  4  Diarrhoea,  5  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  Enteric.  The 
resources  of  the  hospital  were  severely  taxed  at  times,  and  the  old  wooden  building  purchased  from  the 
Trowbridge  Urban  District  Council,  and  erected  in  the  grounds  was  taken  into  use  for  Scarlet  Fever 
patients.  This  well  equipped  hospital  has  served  a  useful  purpose  during  the  year,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  saving  a  number  of  lives  and  lessening  the  spread  of  infection. 

Warminster. — The  cottages  used  by  the  Warminster  Urban  District  Council  as  an  Isolation  Hospital 
served  for  the  isolation  of  9  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  reports  : — “  The  presence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  in  the  town  during  the  past  months 
has  opened  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  present  Isolation  Hospital  is  not  adapted  for  the  treatment  of 
both  diseases  at  jdie  same  time,  and  quite  lately  I  had  to  discharge  a  case  of  Diphtheria  before 
convalesence  to  admit  a  family  of  children  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  I  made  a  report  on  this  matter,  and  explained  the  risk  they  were  running  in  not  having  proper 
accommodation  for  both  diseases,” 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Improvements  in  the  water  supply  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  county  continue  to  be  made,  but 
some  of  the  districts,  and  probably  those  where  the  greatest  necessity  for  an  improved  supply  has  been 
shown,  are  still  without  any  immediate  prospect  of  the  provision  of  a  supply.  WesWood,  in  the  Bradford  - 
on-Avon  Rural  District,  appears  to  be  further  from  a  supply  than  ever.  Spasmodic  efforts  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time  for  many  years,  but  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  supply  being  obtained,  it  was 
lost  through  the  unreasonable  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  Bath  High  Level 
Water  Company,  which  was  under  agreement  to  provide  a  supply,  was  very  glad  to  be  relieved  of  its 
obligation,  as  it  would  have  entailed  considerable  pecuniary  loss.  Many  districts  in  the  county  that 
usually  suffer  from  shortage  of  supply  have  this  year  had  an  ample  supply  owing  to  the  continuance  of 
rain  during  the  summer  months. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Bradford -on -Avon. — The  supply  for  this  district  has  been  continuous  and  of  good  quality  throughout 
the  year. 

Calne. — The  supply  of  the  Calstone  water  continues  to  be  ample  and  of  good  quality. 

Chippenham. — The  supply  for  this  district  has  been  extended  throughout  the  year,  and  an  ample 
supply  of  water  of  good  quality  has  been  maintained. 

Devizes.- — The  water  supply  has  been  good  and  constant  throughout  the  year,  no  interruption  at  any 
time  occurring. 

Malmesbury. — -This  has  been  satisfactory  as  supplied  by  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  however,  very  wisely  advises  that  it  should  be  periodically  analysed. 

Marlborough. — This  town  has  an  excellent  supply  of  good'  water. 
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Melksiiam. — This  town  is  supplied  by  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company.  See  remarks  re  this 
Company’s  supply  under  the  heading  of  Trow7 bridge.  Many  complaints  were  made  about  the  low  pressure 
and  the  frequent  turning  off  of  the  water  without  notice  being  given. 

Salisbury. — The  supply  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  the  sources  being  four  in  number,  and  is  ample 
in  quantity.  Three  of  the  sources  are  owned  by  the  Council  and  one  by  a  Company  having  Parliamentary 
powers.  One  of  the  sources  belonging  to  the  Council  cannot  be  said  to  be  altogether  satisfactory  in 
character,  viz.,  that  at  East  Harnham.  The  remaining  supplies  are  of  good  quality,  and  at  present  above 
suspicion. 

Swindon. — The  rainfall  during  the  year  being  more  than  twTo  inches  above  the  average  of  the  past 
10  years,  the  usual  autumnal  scarcity  wras  not  felt.  There  has  been  an  abundant  supply  of  water  through¬ 
out  the  year.  The  supplies  have  been  drawn  from  the  Wroughton  works  supplemented  by  Ogbourne 
water  in  the  months  of  July  to  November.  The  water,  which  is  examined  chemically  and  bacterially 
every  month,  has  been  of  an  average  good  quality  throughout  the  year.  The  daily  consumption  is 
increasing,  and  is  now  estimated  at  675,000  gallons  per  diem.  It  would  appear  that  under  normal  con¬ 
ditions  a  reliable  supply  of  good  wTater  has  been  provided  for  the  town  for  many  years  to  come. 

Trowbridge. — There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  throughout  the  year.  Owing  to  a  small  outbreak 
of  Enteric  Fever  attention  was  directed  to  the  town  water  supply,  and  samples  were  sent  away  for 
analysis. 

The  bacteriological  analysis  of  the  town  water  was  not  satisfactory,  Professor  Kent  finding  distinct 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  Bacillus  Coli  Communis,  and  probably  of  intestinal  origin.  The  analyses 
carried  out  for  the  Water  Company  by  Professor  Woodhead  gave  to  me  further  distinct  evidence  of  con¬ 
tamination  with  objectionable  bacteria.  Negative  tests  for  the  Typhoid  Bacillus  mean  practically  nothing, 
as  by  the  time  an  epidemic  manifests  itself  it  is  highly  probable  that  specific  organisms  present  in  the 
water  at  the  time  of  the  original  infection  have  disappeared.  The  bacteriologist  in  such  a  case  is  unable 
to  say  if  the  disease  wTas  conveyed  by  the  water  supply  he  examines.  The  search  for  specific  sew7age 
pollution  is  therefore  generally  confined  to  the  two  organisms,  Bacillus  Coli  Communis  and  the  sewage 
Streptococcus  of  Houston.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Bacillus  Coli  Communis  is  itself  pathogenic,  but  it 
is  a  distinct  indication  of  the  possibility  of  more  objectionable  organisms  gaining  access  to  a  water  supply. 
A  water  containing  the  Bacillus  Coli  Communis  in  an  excessive  number  is  objectionable  because  it  shows 
it  is  liable  to  serious  pollution.  In  dealing  with  chalk  waters  any  indications  of  pollution  give  rise  to 
great  anxiety,  as  in  “  dealing  with  a  contagium  vivum  its  potency  for  harm  must  be  estimated  by  the 
virulence  of  the  organism  rather  than  by  the  volume  of  contaminating  matter  wThich  has  found  its  way 
into  a  water  otherwise  pure.”  The  dictum  is  especially  true  of  chalk  supplies  that  “  water  analysis  may 
indicate  standards  of  impurity  and  danger,  but  must  not  be  taken  as  the  means  of  purity  and  safety;”  for 
though  percolation  through  chalk  strata  has  a  purifying  effect  on  water,  this  formation  is  liable  to  faults, 
fissures,  and  swallow-holes,  through  which,  especially  under  the  influence  of  pumping,  sewage  matters 
may  pass  to  considerable  distances  without  being  arrested.  The  works  are  not  placed  in  an  absolutely  safe 
position,  and  I  can  easily  conceive  circumstances  under  which  dangerous  pollution  might  arise.  More 
care  certainly  might  with  advantage  be  bestowed  on  the  protection  of  the  lands  surrounding  the  sources 
of  supply,  and  also  of  the  small  service  reservoir.  Taking  into  consideration  the  size  and  importance  of 
the  area  supplied  by  the  Company,  more'  storage  should  be  supplied,  and  possibly  a  variation  in  the 
method  of  pumping,  with  the  provision  of  works  of  a  more  permanent  character.  A  considerable  amount 
of  sand  and  dirt  finds  its  way  into  the  mains,  and  the  supply  from  time  to  time  becomes  very  turbid  and 
unsightly,  and  shows  the  urgent  necessity  of  filtration.  At  present  the  water  undergoes  no  process  of 
filtration,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  supply  is  pumped  directly  into  the  mains  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  any  subsidence  tank  .or  reservoir. 

At  the  time  the  Parliamentary  powers  were  obtained  for  the  construction  of  these  works  there  wras 
not  the  same  care  exercised  in  the  supervision  of-  schemes  of  water  supply  as  is  shown  in  latter  days :  that 
even  now  the  supervision  is  not  altogether  adequate  is  shown  by  a  passage  in  the  last  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

“It  is  the  Board’s  practice  when  application  is  made  to  Parliament,  whether  by  Local  Authority  or 
by  private  company,  for  powers  of  water  supply  to  furnish  to  Parliament  such  information  as  the  Board 
may  find  to  be  in  their  possession  on  the  liability  of  each  particular  water  source  to  pollution.  But 
unhappily  in  many  instances  the  Board  are  not  in  possession  of  information  adequate  for  determining 
whether  or  not  a  given  source  of  water  supply  is  open  to  risk  in  the  above  sense,  and  it  becomes  a 
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question  whether  antecedent  to  sanction  by  Parliament  of  powers  of  water  supply  sought  by  any  Company 
or  Local  Authority,  inspection  of  the  source  of  such  projected  supply  should  not  be  undertaken  by  some 
responsible  Government  Officer,  whose  duty  it  should  be  so  to  make  report  that  the  facts  ascertained  by 
him  and  his  inferences  thereon  may  be  available  to  the  Committee  considering-  the  Bill.” 

I  would  go  further  and  say  that  Clauses  should  be  inserted  in  all  Water  Bills  making  it  compulsory, 
before  any  Authority  or  Company  may  largely  supplement  or  substitute  a  fresh  source  of  supply  for  the 
source  contemplated  in  the  Bill  (other  than  of  a  very  temporary  character)  to  apply  to  Parliament  for 
further  powers.  The  supply  mentioned  in  the  Trowbridge  Bill  of  1878  was  a  gravitation  supply  from 
the  Biss  Springs,  this  has  been  very  largely  substituted  or  supplemented  by  a  supply  obtained  from  a 
well  sunk  on  the  very  small  area  of  land  purchased  by  the  Water  Company ;  and  a  cottage  with  a  pervious 
cesspit  in  too  close  a  position  to  the  well  was  allowed  to  exist.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  to  these  works, 
there  were  other  probable  sources  of  contamination  in  evidence. 

Warminster. — The  water  supply  has  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety  during  the  year,  and  it  was 
found  impossible  to  keep  up  the  Company’s  supply.  There  has  been  an  enquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
shrinkage  of  the  springs,  but  up  to  the  present  no  satisfactory  solution  has  been  arrived  at.  The  Council 
is  alive  to  the  necessity  for  augmenting  the  supply,  and  have  called  in  Mr.  C.  Hawkesley  to  advise  them 
in  the  matter.  The  trouble  is  not  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water,  which  still  maintains  its  high 
degree  of  purity,  but  it  is  simply  a  question  of  quantity. 

Westbury.— The  water  supply  still  remains  of  a  satisfactory  character.  Efforts  were  made  during 
the  year  to  obtain  a  loan  to  extend  the  mains.  Some  difficulty  has  arisen  on  the  question  of  boundaries, 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  further  objected  to  the  loan  on  the  ground  that  the  mains  proposed 
were  in  some  instances  of  two  small  diameter. 

"Wilton. — The  water  supply  of  this  town  continues  of  a  satisfactory  character  as  regards  quantity 
and  quality,  and  588  houses  are  supplied.  There  are  18  houses  too  remote  from  the  mains  to  be  supplied 
and  these  have  wells  and  rain  tanks. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Amesbury. — Attention  has  been  directed  to  the  water  supply  of  this  district  during  the  year,  and 
samples  analysed  from  the  villages  of  Porton,  Durrington,  Cholderton,  Idmiston ;  with  the  exception  of 
Durrington  they  were  all  satisfactory.  The  occupiers  of  three  cottages  at  Idmiston  were  found  to  be 
using  water  from  a  dipping  place  in  the  river,  constantly  fouled  by  cattle  and  surface  drainage.  This  has 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  landlord.  The  supply  of  Down  Barn  Farm,  Gomeldon,  was  found  to  be 
polluted.  A  new  supply  put  up  by  a  windmill  pump  has  been  provided. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — The  difficulty  at  Westwood  remains  unsolved.  Some  scheme  is  urgently 
needed  for  the  district  of  South  Wraxall  where  most  of  the  wells  are  shallow  and  run  dry  in  the  summer. 
The  improvement  in  the  supply  for  the  village  of  Wingfield  is  also  urgently  necessary,  the  present  source 
of  supply  from  the  village  pump  being  not  altogether  satisfactory. 

Calne. — The  water  supply  at  Yatesbury  was  declared  insufficient  and  unfit  for  domestic  and  dietetic 
purposes.  I  visited  the  district  and  advised  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  upon  the  subject.  A  well  has 
been  sunk  and  a  good  and  pure  water  supply  obtained  which  is  ample  for  the  requirements  of  the  village, 
and  is  much  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants. 

Chippenham. — This  district  is  not  naturally  well  supplied  with  water  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 
In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Chippenham  supplies  have  been  obtained  from  the  new 
service  reservoir  at  Hardenhuish.  There  is  a  demand  for  water  in  Kington  St.  Michael  and  in  Kington 
Langley,  and  both  these  districts  could  easily  obtain  their  supplies  from  this  source.  The  water  supply 
of  Biddestone  was  found  to  be  polluted,  and  has  received  the  attention  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 
The  mains  in  the  Malmesbury  Road  have  been  extended  to  the  new  houses  in  Langley  Burrell  parish. 

Cricklade. — Further  connections  have  been  made  at  Cricklade,  Purton,  and  Wootton  Bassett,  and  all 
these  places  have  had  a  plentiful  supply  during  the  past  year.  An  increased  supply  is  being  obtained  at 
Pavenhill  for  Purton,  and  it  is  expected  that  Purton  Stoke  will  be  supplied  from  the  same  source.  There 
has  been  an  improvement  in  the  appearance  and  quality  of  the  Cricklade  town  water  since  a  larger  number 
of  houses  have  been  connected  and  filter  beds  more  regularly  worked. 
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Devizes. — There  appears  to  have  been  no  extensions  of  water  supply  during  the  year.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  does  not  state  whether  the  supply  for  Cheverill  Green,  Cookoo’s  Green,  and  Worton 
has  been  improved. 

Highworth. — During  the  year  the  heading  in  the  well  at  Reddown  has  been  extended,  and  an 
increased  supply  of  water  obtained.  The  pumps  and  the  engines  have  given  no  trouble.  Water  has  been 
laid  on  from  the  High  worth  mains  to  the  village  of  Inglesham  during  the  year.  Nothing  has  been  done 
to  provide  a  water  supply  for  Coate.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  his  report  for  190G,  said  : — “  In 
many  cases  it  is  impossible  for  the  owners  to  obtain  a  supply  from  their  own  ground,  the  space  being 
limited,  and  any  new  well  sunk  would  be  under  the  same  conditions  as  those  already  existing.”  Nothing 
further  has  been  done  towards  providing  a  supply  for  Blunsdon  Hill.  The  matter  is  said  to  be  still  under 
consideration.  The  district  of  Haydon  in  Rodbourne  parish  is  badly  supplied  with  water.  The  Swindon 
Corporation  is  willing  to  lay  on  the  water  if  the  owners  will  incur  the  expense.  This  should  be  insisted 
upon  by  the  Rural  District  Council  without  further  delay.  At  South  Marston  the  Rural  District  Council 
made  some  efforts  to  provide  a  public  water  supply.  Proceedings  were  taken  to  close  certain  wells  out  of 
the  number  known  to  be  polluted.  At  the  request  of  the  owners  the  proceedings  were  adjourned,  the 
owners  undertaking  to  provide  a  supply  meanwhile.  Here  the  matter  remains  for  the  present.  The 
Rural  District  Council  should  not  allow  the  question  of  providing  a  water  supply  for  this  village  to  drift. 
A  supply  of  good  water  can  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  cost  well  within  the  powers  of  the  parish.  At 
Upper  Stratton  there  have  been  complaints  of  insufficient  pressure  from  the  Swindon  Corporation  mains, 
and  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  pressure. 

Malmesbury.— The  water  supply  for  the  village  of  Iiullavington  is  very  unsatisfactory.  Practically 
the  whole  of  the  wells  in  the  village  are  contaminated  with  organic  matter  of  animal  origin,  and  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes.  Effort  is  being  made  to  induce  the  two  great  landowners  in  the  parish  to  provide  a 
supply.  This  can  be  more  expeditiously  managed  than  a  scheme  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  which 
would  have  to  undergo  the  usual  delays  and  dangers  in  passing  through  the  Local  Government  Board. 
The  water  supply  of  the  school  and  cottages  at  Grittenham  was  pronounced  unfit  for  domestic  purposes 
and  for  drinking.  There  are  many  other  parts  of  the  Malmesbury  Rural  District  requiring  attention  in 
the  matter  of  the  water  supply,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  give  the  matter  his  earnest 
attention  during  the  present  year. 

Melksham. — On  the  whole  the  public  water  supply  was  said  to  be  satisfactory,  but  many  complaints 
were  made  of  lack  of  pressure  at  Shaw,  Seend,  and  Melksham  Forest.  At  Seend  a  new  supply  has  been 
provided  for  the  new  buildings,  which  promises  to  be  satisfactory.  At  Whaddon  a  good  system  has  been 
started,  and  should  prove  a  boon  to  the  inhabitants. 

Mere. — Further  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  plans  for  supplying  Mere  and  the 
districts  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  with  water.  The  well  sunk  at  Burton  field  was  tested  and 
found  to  give  an  abundant  supply  of  an  excellent  character,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  domestic  use. 
A  Local  Government  enquiry  was  held  on  an  application  for  a  loan  for  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
works,  and  a  considerable  delay  occurred  with  regard  to  the  consent,  various  minor  objections  being  raised 
from  time  to  time,  but  at  the  moment  of  writing  (July  11,  1908)  I  have  received  an  intimation  that  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  at  last  been  given.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  no 
further  delay  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  much  desired  scheme. 

Pewsey. — The  waterworks  at  Upton  made  considerable  progress  during  the  year.  A  well  74  feet 
deep  has  been  dug,  and  much  trouble  has  been  caused  by  running  sand.  A  bore  hole  of  100  feet  is  now 
to  be  perforated,  and  the  water  then  tested  to  ascertain  if  it  will  come  up  to  the  required  standard  of 
quantity  and  quality.  Little  or  no  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Ludgershall  scheme,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  consent  of  Parliament  was  given  to  the  promoters  for  delay  in  the  completion  of  this 
scheme. 

Ramsbury. — In  many  cases  the  wells  need  cleansing  and  in  other  cases  there  is  an  insufficient  supply 
of  wholesome  water.  Insufficient  supplies  have  been  dealt  with  at  Rudge,  East  Soley,  and  Dodsdown. 
The  Dodsdown  case  is  merged  in  the  Wilton  case  where  the  drinking  water  for  the  several  cottages  is 
obtained  from  the  pond.  The  provision  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  relating  to  the  granting 
of  certificates  before  the  new  cottages  are  occupied  has  not  been  strictly  enforced  in  this  district  in  the 
past.  Some  of  the  present  difficulties  would  not  have  arisen  had  this  Act  been  properly  enforced. 
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Salisbury. — Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  water  supply  of  this  district.  Three  new 
wells  have  been  sunk,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  have  four  repaired  and  cleansed.  Alderbury,  Nunton, 
Bodenham,  and  Odstock,  are  supplied  from  Lord  Radnor’s  reservoir,  but  in  spite  of  the  pure  water  supply 
being  at  hand,  some  of  the  inhabitants  still  use  the  water  from  polluted  shallow  wells.  An  order  for  the 
closure  of  these  should  be  obtained  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  Some  houses  in  Winterslow  derive 
their  supply  from  the  private  reservoir  of  Mr.  Clough.  A  new  supply  is  being  laid  down  from  Lord 
Radnor’s  reservoir  to  West  Grimstead,  where  the  public  dip  well,  in  spite  of  repeated  cleansing,  was 
shown  to  be  seriously  polluted.  When  the  new  supply  is  completed  the  dip  well  should  be  filled  up. 

Tisbury. — Considerable  attention  has  been  given  during  past  years  to  the  wTater  supply  of  this 
district.  Many  difficulties  have  been  met  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  majority  have  now  been  overcome. 
After  very  considerable  delay  the  Local  Government  Board  has,  at  length,  consented  to  the  scheme  for 
supply  from  Lawn  springs  for  the  town  of  Tisbury.  The  water  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  the  supply 
ample  for  the  town  and  surrounding  district. 

Warminster.— The  supply  of  water  has  been  ample  in  the  whole  district,  but  a  few  of  the  wells  in 
the  parishes  of  Imber  and  Chitterne  got  rather  low  in  the  autumn.  The  Upton  Scudamore  supply  has 
been  found  more  than  ample  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  raise  the  pumps  in  the  well. 

Westbury. — During  the  year  1907  nothing  was  done  to  provide  the  much  needed  supply  for  Steeple 
Ashton,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  (11 — 7 — ’08)  a  wTell  has  been  sunk  near  the  village,  and  a  supply  of 
water  obtained.  At  present  it  is  unsightly  in  appearance,  and  not  of  satisfactory  quality.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  continuous  pumping  for  several  days  will  improve  the  appearance  and  quality. 

Wilton. — The  water  supply  of  this  district  appears  to  be  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity  and 
quality.  Fifty-four  samples  from  various  sources  were  examined  during  the  year.  One  new  well  was 
sunk,  and  eight  cleansed  and  repaired. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

Considerable  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  this  important  subject,  and  there  appears  to  be  every 
prospect  of  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  being  vested  with  further  powers  to  deal  with  the  subject. 

Little  or  no  use  in  the  past  have  been  made  of  the  powers  given  under  the  numerous  Acts  dealing 
with  the  subject,  possibly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Acts  were  mainly  adoptive  and  surrounded  wdth  all 
sorts  of  restrictions,  but  more  probably  because  of  the  inevitable  financial  burdens  they  would  place  on 
the  ratepayers  and  the  absence  of  any  real  power  to  compel  Authorities  to  undertake  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them.  Section  82,  sub-section  1,  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  certainly  has 
not  been  fully  observed  in  this  County,  and  with  the  present  system  of  part  time  officers,  with  no  fixity 
of  tenure  of  office,  there  is  no  probability  of  the  provisions  ever  being  properly  observed.  Section  18 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Bill  proposes  to  considerably  amend  the  procedure  for  closing  and 
demolition  orders.  Fora  number  of  years  I  have  annually  drawn  attention  to  the  failure  on  the  part  of 
Rural  District  Councils  to  carry  out  the  obligation  imposed  by  sub-section  1  of  section  45  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  : — 

“  Where  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  any  inhabitant  householders  make  a  representation  or 
“  complaint,  or  give  information  .  .  to  any  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  .  .  or  to  the  Medical  Officer 

“of  such  Authority  either  respecting  any  dwelling  house  being  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
“  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  or  respecting  an  obstructive  building,  and  also  where  a 
“  closing  order  has  been  made  as  respects  any  dwelling  house,  the  district  authority  shall  forthwith 
“  forward  to  the  County  Council  of  the  county  in  which  the  dwelling  house  or  building  is  situate,  a  copy 
“  of  such  representation,  complaint,  information,  or  closing  order,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  report  to 
“  the  Council  such  particulars  as  the  Council  require  respecting  any  proceedings  taken  by  the  Authority 
“  with  reference  to  such  representation,  complaint,  information,  or  dwelling  house.” 

The  returns  from  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  year  after  year  report  the  closing  of  houses  and 
houses  made  fit  for  habitation,  no  notices  of  which  are  sent  by  the  Rural  District  Councils.  The  duty 
of  sending  notice  devolves  upon  the  Authority  and  not  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

During  the  year  845  houses  were  built  in  the  County,  compared  with  800  in  1906,  803  in  1905,  and 
715  in  1904.  Of  these  682  wTere  in  the  Urban  Districts,  468  being  in  Swindon,  58  in  Salisbury,  44  in 
Trowbridge,  38  in  Devizes,  22  in  Melksham,  20  in  Chippenham,  and  14  in  Westbury.  There  were  60 
more  houses  built  in  the  Urban  Districts  in  1907  than  in  1906.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  on  the  other 
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hand,  fewer  houses  were  built,  163  in  1907,  against  197  in  1906.  Fifty-five  houses  were  built  in  the 
Chippenham  Rural  District,  as  against  31  in  1906,  but  in  the  other  districts  there  was  a  marked 
reduction  in  the  number  of  new  houses.  Nine  new  houses  were  erected  in  Amesbury,  2  in  Bradford-on  - 
Avon,  3  Caine,  15  Cricklade,  28  Highworth,  2  Melksham,  2  Mere,  7  Pewsey,  9  Salisbury,  and  18  Wilton. 


In  the  Urban  Districts  579  houses  were  reported  as  having  been  made  “  Fit  for  habitation,”  the 
greater  part  of  these,  485,  being  in  Swindon,  81  in  Salisbury,  5  in  Trowbridge,  and  3  in  Bradford-on- 
Avon.  In  the  Rural  Districts  57  houses  were  made  “  Fit  for  habitation,”  12  Amesbury,  6  Chippenham, 
10  Pewsey,  12  Warminster,  and  7  in  Wilton. 


In  the  Urban  Districts,  5  houses  in  Malmesbury,  3  in  Salisbury,  and  2  in  Wilton  were  reported  as 
closed  “  Unfit  for  habitation.”  Jn  the  Rural  Districts  11  were  reported  as  closed  as  “  Unfit  for 
habitation,”  2  in  the  Mere  District,  2  in  the  Salisbury  District,  and  1  each  in  the  Amesbury, 
Bradford-on- Avon,  Cricklade,  Highworth,  Melksham,  Pewsey,  and  Westbury  Districts. 


In  the  Urban  Districts  219  houses,  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  244  houses  were  reported  as 
“  Cleansed  and  limewashed.” 


Fifty-nine  cases  of  Overcrowding  were  dealt  with,  28  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  31  in  the  Rural 
Districts. 


With  regard  to  the  Laying  of  House  Drains,  1,002  cases  were  reported.  Of  these  672  were  in  the 
Urban  Districts,  chiefly  in  Swindon  305,  Salisbury  159,  Trowbridge  89,  Melksham  45,  Westbury  25, 
and  Chippenham  25.  In  the  Rural  Districts  830  cases  were  reported,  chiefly  in  Highworth  94,  Wilton 
104,  Tisbury  34,  Devizes  22,  Mere  21. 

During  the  year  I  made  a  special  enquiry  with  each  Medical  Officer  in  the  County  whether  (1)  a 
complete  House-to-House  Inspection  of  the  whole  or  part  of  his  district  had  been  made  and  a  Register 
made  of  all  houses  intended  for  human  habitation  ?  (2)  If  a  register  of  the  whole  district  had  not  been 
made,  of  which  part  or  parts  or  parishes  has  it  been  completed  ?  (3)  When  was  such  Register  completed  ? 
(4)  When  and  how  often  has  it  been  revised  ?  t(5)  Where  and  by  whom  is  the  Register  kept  ?  (6)  Is  a 
house  to  house  inspection  with  formation  of  Register  now  being  prepared  ?  if  so  when  will  it  be 
completed  ? 

In  only  one  district,  viz.,  Highworth  Rural,  did  I  find  any  systematic  House-to-House  Inspection 
had  been  made.  Here  I  found  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  had  completely  inspected  his  district  and  had 
a  very  complete  register  of  every  house  in  his  district.  In  the  Ramsbury  District  the  new  Inspector  had 
begun  a  House-to-House  Inspection  with  formation  of  Register.  In  the  Swindon  Urban  District 
House-to-House  Inspection  was  carried  out  to  a  limited  extent  during  the  year.  Without  a  considerable 
addition  to  the  number  of  the  staff  it  was  found  not  possible  to  adequately  carry  out  this  important  work. 
In  Trowbridge  290  visits  of  House-to-House  Inspection  were  made,  and  a  number  of  nuisances  brought 
to  light  and  remedied.  In  Melksham  “the  work  entailed  by  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease 
interfered  very  much  with  this  important  duty,”  but  inspection  of  courts,  alleys,  and  tenemented 
property  was  made  at  least  twice  a  year.  In  Caine  the  whole  town  was  visited  but  no  Register  is  kept.  In 
Salisbury  196  house-to-house  inspections  were  made  and  a  Register  begun.  “  Some  of  the  houses  in 
the  courts  in  the  district  are  dilapidated  and  unhealthy.  These  being  let  at  a  lower  rent  find  tenants 
who  live  a  somewhat  precarious  existence,  and  who  often  accentuate  the  condition  of  in  sanitation  in 
which  they  live.”  In  the  Tisbury  Rural  District  for  the  past  18  months  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has 
been  engaged  in  compiling  a  register  of  all  the  houses  in  the  district.  So  far  as  is  possible  for  officers 
who  do  not  give  their  whole  time  to  the  work  the  Tisbury  District  is  thoroughly  inspected. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS  ORDERS. 

More  attention  is  being  paid  to  this  subject  in  nearly  every  district  in  the  county.  Regulations 
have  been  brought  more  up  to  date  and  they  appear  to  be  more  vigorously  enforced,  but  there  is  even 
now  room  for  great  improvement.  In  their  reports  some  of  the  Medical  Officers  indicate  that  they  are 
taking  an  interest  in  the  subject. 

In  Swindon  the  “  orders”  regulating  Dairies  are  enforced.  The  water  supply  of  some  of  the  farms 
at  the  southern  boundary  of  the  parish  are  without  a  reliable  water  supply.  The  new  Regulations  for 
the  borough  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1908,  those  prescribing  precautions  to  be  taken  by 
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purveyors  of  milk  and  persons  selling  milk  by  retail  against  infection  or  contamination  will  be  found 
extremely  useful.  They  are  as  follows  :  — 

17.  — (1.)  Every  purveyor  of  milk  or  person  selling  milk  by  retail  shall  take  all  reasonable  and 
proper  precautions,  and  in  connection  with  the  storage  and  distribution  of  the  milk  and  otherwise, 
to  prevent  the  exposure  of  the  milk  to  any  infection  or  contamination, 

(2.)  He  shall  not  deposit  or  keep  any  milk  intended  for  sale — 

(a)  in  any  shop,  room,  cellar,  place  or  building,  or  part  of  a  building,  where  by  reason  of  its  use 
for  the  sale  or  storage  of  fish,  petroleum,  paraffin,  or  greengrocery,  or  other  commodity  having  an 
offensive  odour  or  otherwise,  such  milk  would  be  liable  to  become  infected  or  contaminated  by 
impure  air,  or  by  any  offensive,  noxious  or  deleterious  gas  or  substance,  or  by  any  offensive, 
noxious  or  injurious  emanation,  exhalation  or  effluvium  ;  or 

(b)  in  any  room  used  as  a  kitchen  or  as  a  living  room  ;  or 

(c)  in  any  room  or  building,  or  part  of  a  building  communicating  directly  by  door,  window,  or 
otherwise  with  any  room  used  as  a  sleeping  room,  or  in  which  there  may  be  any  person  suffering 
from  any  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  or  which  may  have  been  used  by  any  person  suffering 
from  any  such  disease  and  may  not  have  been  properly  disinfected  ;  or 

(d)  in  any  room  or  building  or  part  of  a  building  in  which  there  may  be  any  direct  inlet  to  any 
drain. 

(3.)  He  shall  not  keep  milk  for  sale,  or  cause  or  suffer  any  such  milk  to  be  placed,  in  any  vessel, 
receptacle,  or  utensil  which  is  not  thoroughly  clean. 

(4.)  He  shall  cause  every  vessel  containing  milk  for  sale  to  be  kept  properly  covered,  or  the  milk 
in  such  vessel  to  be  otherwise  sufficiently  protected  from  contamination  by  dust  or  flies. 

(5.)  He  shall  cause  every  vessel  receptacle  or  utensil  used  by  him  for  containing  milk  for  sale  to 
be  thoroughly  cleansed  with  steam  or  clean  boiling  water  after  it  shall  have  been  used,  and  to  be 
maintained  in  a  constant  state  of  cleanliness. 

(6.)  He  shall  not  cause  or  suffer  any  cow  belonging  to  him  or  under  his  care  or  control  to  be  milked 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  milk  for  sale — 

(a)  unless,  at  the  time  of  milking  the  udder  and  teats  of  such  cows  are  thoroughly  clean  ;  and 

(b)  unless  the  hands  of  the  person  milking  such  cow,  also,  are  thoroughly  clean  and  free  from 
all  infection  and  contamination. 

Penalties. 

18.  — Every  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the  foregoing  regulations  shall  be  liable  for  every 
such  offence  to  a  penalty  of  five  pounds,  and  in  the  case  of  a  continuing  offence  to  a  further  penalty  of 
forty  shillings  for  each  day  after  written  notice  of  the  offence  from  the  Council. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  justices  or  court  before  whom  any  complaint  may  be  made  or  any 
proceedings  may  be  taken  in  respect  of  any  such  offence  may,  if  they  think  fit,  adjudge  the  payment  as 
a  penalty  of  any  sum  less  than  the  full  amount  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  this  regulation. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Marlborough. — “  Cowsheds  have  been  kept  in  proper  order,  and  limewashing  carried  out  at  proper 
intervals.  At  one  complained  of  last  year,  the  drains  have  been  improved.” 

Melksham. — “  The  dairies  were  inspected  quarterly,  and  found  in  good  sanitary  condition.” 

Salisbury. — ‘‘Early  morning  inspections  were  made  periodically  of  the  cowsheds  between  4.30  and 
6  a.m.  to  ascertain  at  the  time  of  milking  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows’  udders  and  teats,  and  also 
the  hands  of  the  milkers.  Alterations  and  improvements  have  been  made  on  purveyors’  premises.” 

Trowbridge. — “  The  conditions  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  improved  considerably  in  recent 
years.  In  some  the  improvement  is  very  marked  and  satisfactory,  in  others  there  is  still  much  to  be 
desired.  A  number  of  nuisances  were  dealt  with.” 

Warminster. — “  The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  inspected  twice  a  year.  These  inspections  insure  that 
the  cowsheds  get  a  thorough  cleansing  and  limewashing  at  least  twice  a  year.  These  inspections  are  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  make  cowkeepers  more  careful  as  to  the  state  of  their  cowsheds  and 
dairies,  but  it  seems  probable  that  a  more  thorough  inspection,  especially  of  the  cows,  will  be  enforced 
by  the  Government.  There  is  undoubtedly  room  for  improvement  in  the  majority  of  the  cowsheds, 
many  of  which  are  ill  ventilated  and  badly  paved,  and  during  certain  times  of  the  year  not  sufficiently 
supplied  with  litter,  but  this  does  not  apply  to  the  larger  dairies.” 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — “  The  cowsheds  all  over  the  district  are  in  proper  order,  floors  are  kept 
cleaner  and  walls  are  more  often  whitewashed.” 
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Calne. — “  In  some  instances  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  cows  and  men,  but  in 
many  cases  there  is  much  to  be  desired  in  the  greater  cleanliness  of  both  cows  and  milkers.  To  say 
that  cattle  cannot  be  kept  clean  is  not  true.  I  recently  inspected  several  large  dairies  where  the  cows 
and  men  were  scrunulouslv  clean.” 

i.  «/ 

Cricklade. — “  Milk  purveyors  are  more  and  more  realising  the  necessity  of  keeping  their  cowsheds 
clean  and  their  cows  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  the  importance  of  guarding  their  milk  from  contamina¬ 
tion.” 


Devizes. — “  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  I  consider  there  is  a  great  improvement  in  the 
floors  and  condition  generally  of  the  cowsheds,  but  the  entrances  in  some  cases  are  bad.  There  are  in 
the  district  168  registered  and  85  unregistered  dairies.  The  milk  from  about  4,100  cows  is  sold  whole¬ 
sale.  The  milk  from  about  480  cows  is  made  into  cheese  or  butter.” 

Highworth. — “  4,706  cows  are  grazed.  Milk  from  120  farms  is  sent  to  the  London  District.  A 
great  deal  has  been  done  to  improve  the  paving  of  byres,  cooling  sheds  and  yards,  and  the  whitewashing 
of  byres  and  sheds  is  fairly  well  carried  out  in  this  district  and  considerable  improvements  have  been 
effected  in  the  drainage.  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cooling  sheds  are  supplied  with  water  from  public 
supplies  of  approved  quality.  The  supplies  for  cattle  drinking  are  also  good,  and  in  many  instances  the 
same  supply  is  used  as  that  which  is  used  for  dairy  purposes.  The  removal  of  filth  from  the  milking 
places  is  a  matter  of  labour  only,  and  this  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  fears  is  the  only  reason  why  it 
is  so  often  neglected.  Nothing  but  personal  supervision  by  reliable  officers  can  ever  ensure  absolute 
cleanliness.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  “I  have  myself  found  lads  washing  milk  buckets  in 
wrater  which  was  anything  but  clean  and  fit  for  the  purpose,  the  obvious  reason  for  this  proceeding  being 
want  of  the  energy  necessary  to  procure  clean  water,  which  was  only  a  few  yards  distant.  The  matter 
of  the  personal  cleanliness  of  the  milkers  is  a  serious  one.  In  many  farmsteads  it  is  insisted  on,  but  I 
fear  it  is  too  often  neglected.  There  is  only  one  remedy  for  all  these  abuses,  viz.,  constant  supervision  by 
competent  persons.” 

Melksham. — “  The  visits  of  the  officers  have  a  very  salutary  effect  in  enforcing  cleanliness.” 

Mere. — “  The  inspections  have  resulted  in  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  cowsheds 
and  their  surroundings,  and  so  far  orders  have  been  carried  out  without  opposition.  The  importance  of 
producing  milk  in  as  pure  a  state  as  possible  is  generally  recognised,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
believes  that  the  dairy  owners  are  doing  their  best  to  supply  a  pure  and  wholesome  article  of  diet.” 

Pewsey. — “  Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  cows  were  in  milking  when  the  visits  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  paid.  In  many  cases  greater  cleanliness  prevails  in  the  condition  of  the 
cows,  especially  in  winter  when  many  have  their  flanks  clipped  and  groomed.  In  a  few  of  the  larger 
dairies  the  cows  are  in  a  very  dirty  condition.  There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  conditions  prevailing 
amongst  the  smaller  cow-keepers.  There  is  little  or  no  improvement  in  the  dress  of  the  milkers,  and  in 
most  instances  leaves  much  to  be  desired.” 

Salisbury. — “  As  a  rule  farms  in  the  district  are  well  kept.  There  is,  however,  room  for  improve¬ 
ment.  The  directions  in  which  this  can  be  effected  are — 

1.  — In  securing  the  purity  of  the  water  supplies. 

2.  — In  the  proper  ventilation  and  paving  of  the  sheds  and  yards. 

3.  -In  securing  the  greatest  amount  of  cleanliness  of  the  animals  and  of  the  milkers’  hands. 

4. — Improvement  in  the  method  of  collection  and  transit. 

Tisbury. — “  There  is  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  trade. 
Improvements  have  undoubtedly  taken  place  in  the  sanitary  conditions  connected  with  this  industry,  and 
a  more  general  desire  to  conform  to  regulations  made  in  the  general  interest,  is  increasing  apparently, 
In  some  instances,  though  by  no  means  all,  facilities  are  provided  for  milkers  to  wash  their  hands.  The 
sheds  are'  kept  cleaner,  whilst  the  milk  reaches  the  depots  better  strained  than  formerly.  The  efforts  of 
employers  are  sometimes  hampered  by  the  ignorant  prejudice  of  their  servants,  whilst  the  lack  of  a  proper 
water  supply  constitutes  a  serious  difficulty  to  the  attainment  of  a  high  standard.” 

Warminster. — “Inspection  is  regularly  carried  out.  Although  this  periodical  inspection  cannot 
guarantee  that  the  cowsheds  are  constantly  kept  as  they  ought  to  be,  still  it  ensures  a  certain  amount  of 
care  being  taken,  and  which  in  many  cases  would  not  be  taken  if  our  visits  were  not  made.” 
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Westbury. — “  There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  several  of  the  sheds  and 
yards.  Lime  washing  is  not  done  regularly.” 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL,  AND 

RIVER  POLLUTION. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  dealt  with  these  kindred  subjects  at  length.  New  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  have  come  into  use  during  the  year  in  various  parts  of  the  County.  Many  serious  engineering 
difficulties  have  been  met  with,  accompanied  with  financial  trouble  and  litigation.  Several  of  the  works 
have  not  come  up  to  the  expectation  of  the  authorities,  and  will  require  great  care  and  attention,  and  in 
some  instances  further  expenditure  before  favourable  reports  can  be  given. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Bradford -on -Avon. — The  sprinkler  percolation  beds  have  been  working  throughout  the  year,  and  a 
fairly  satisfactory  effluent  obtained. 

Calne.— There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  system  adopted  here.  No  complaints  of  nuisance  or 
river  pollution  have  been  received. 

Chippenham. — These  works  have  been  in  use  for  over  18  months.  Complaints  have  been  made  as  to 
the  smell  arising  from  the  works.  When  proper  attention  is  given  a  fairly  satisfactory  effluent  is 
obtained.  On  the  occasion  of  one  visit  I  found  imperfectly  treated  sewage  being  discharged. 

Devizes. — These  works  (Dibdin’s  Slate  Beds)  have  been  in  use  for  some  considerable  time,  and  may 
be  considered  to  be  working  satisfactorily.  The  effluent  is  satisfactory,  no  nuisance  is  created,  and  the 
cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  works  is  very  much  below  the  old  system,  which  has  been  abandoned. 

Malmesbury. — The  crude  sewage  of  the  town  is  still  delivered  into  the  river  at  various  points. 

Marlborough. — The  system  has  been  working  fairly  well.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  drainage  of 
Bridge  Buildings  still  ran  into  the  river.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  that  the  Isolation 
Hospital  should  be  connected  up  to  the  town  sewers.  There  was  some  difficulty  at  the  outfall  works 
owing  to  the  large  volume  of  sewage  and  the  contact  beds  being  flooded. 

Melksham.— The  sewerage  of  this  town  was  completed  in  January,  1905,  but  nothing  has  been 
done  towards  the  erection  of  the  Disposal  Works.  Plenty  of  time  has  been  given  to  this  Authority,  and 
there  should  be  no  further  delay  in  the  erection  of  these  works.  The  loan  was  sanctioned  in  October, 
1903.  At  present  the  whole  of  the  crude  sewage  of  the  town  is  delivered  into  the  river  untreated. 

Salisbury. — The  dry  weather  flow  has  been  reduced  by  the  new  system  from  at  least  two  million 
gallons  a  day  to  750,000  gallons  owing  to  the  servers  being  made  water-tight.  The  effluent  has  been 
satisfactory,  but  considerable  aerial  nuisance  has  arisen  from  the  works.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with 
further  experience  this  nuisance  may  shortly  be  non-existent. 

Swindon. — Considerable  sums  have  been  expended  on  new  sewers,  and  the  Rodbourne  Farm  much 
improved  ;  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  The  River  Rajr  has  been  cleaned  out  from  the  Rodbourne 
Farm  to  Tadpole  Bridge  at  a  cost  of  £500. 

Trowbridge. — These  works  have  been  at  a  standstill  practically  throughout  the  year,  the  pumps 
being  unable  to  deal  with  the  enormous  amount  of  “  sludge.”  Wffirks  are  in  progress  to  deal  with  the 
storm  water ;  whether  this  will  prove  a  complete  solution  of  the  difficulty  remains  to  be  seen. 
Personally,  I  have  grave  doubts  on  the  subject,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  system  of  pumping  will  have 
to  be  altered. 

Warminster. — The  new  pumping  engine  has  come  into  use,  and  the  sewage  can  be  delivered  at  a 
high  level  at  any  time.  Complaints  from  a  neighbouring  landowner  regarding  the  w7orks  have  been  met 
and  an  arrangement  made  to  purchase  adjoining  land,  and  the  threatened  litigation  avoided. 

Westbury. — The  sewage  from  this  town  is  delivered  into  ditches  and  water-courses  in  an  untreated 
condition. 

Wilton. — Serious  difficulties  have  been  met  with  in  the  sewering  of  the  town,  and  a  dispute  with 
the  contractor  referred  to  arbitration. 
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RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


Amesbury. — The  sewage  works  for  the  town  of  Amesbury  have  been  completed.  I  am  waiting  the 
result  of  extended  working  before  reporting  thereon. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — The  long  delayed  Holt  Sewage  Scheme  has  at  last  been  completed.  House 
connections  have  not  been  made. 

Chippenham. — Box  Sewerage. — The  outfall  is  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition  ;  it  should  be  remedied 
and  the  sewage  treated  in  a  more  scientific  manner.  The  Patterdown  and  Pound  Pill  works  are  acting 
satisfactorily. 

Devizes. — The  Breachfield  Works  are  working  fairly  satisfactorily,  and  no  complaints  are  now 
received. 

Malmesbury. — There  are  no  sewers  in  this  district. 

Marlborough. — There  are  no  sewTers  in  this  district. 

Melksham. — Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Melksham  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
drainage  of  contiguous  portions  of  Melksham  Forest.  At  Hilperton  the  drainage  is  still  in  the  same 
unsatisfactory  condition,  and  unless  a  sewage  system  is  provided,  earth  closets  with  cesspits  for  slop 
water  should  be  introduced  without  delay. 

Tisbury. — Plans  have  been  prepared  for  improvements  in  the  sewage  disposal  scheme  at  Tisbury, 
and  the  works  will  be  shortly  carried  out. 

Wilton. — The  Bemerton  scheme  is  now  in  full  working  order,  and  the  Wilton  Urban  sewage  is  being 
connected.  Serious  difficulties  with  subsoil  water  have  been  met  with. 

MIDWIVES  ACT. 

A  special  report  on  this  subject  was  presented  recently.  The  Act  is  working  very  smoothly  in  the 
county.  The  supervision  of  such  a  large  number  of  Midwives,  scattered  in  the  most  inaccessible  parts 
of  the  county,  entails  a  considerable  amount  of  work,  and  some  of  the  more  unsatisfactory  midwives 
require  even  more  frequent  attention  than  I  am  at  present  able  to  give  them. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. — I  presented  a  report  upon  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  it  was 
decided  by  the  Council  not  to  adopt  the  Act  for  the  present.  As  no  district  in  the  county  has  yet  been 
able  to  appoint  a  single  Health  Visitor  there  is  little  prospect  of  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  being  given  for  its  adoption  by  either  of  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  county.  In  their  refusal  to  the 
Bushey  Council  in  Hertfordshire  to  allow  their  adoption  of  the  Act,  the  Board  laid  down  the  appointment 
of  Health  Visitors  as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act. 

SANITARY  LEGISLATION. 

An  unusally  large  number  of  Acts  have  been  added  to  the  Statute  Book  having  relation  to  Local 
Government  and  Public  Health.  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  will  enable  Local 
Authorities  to  acquire  for  themselves  by  the  simple  process  of  adoption  many  of  the  most  useful  of  the 
powers  Avhich  have  been  already  obtained  by  the  larger  Boroughs,  at  great  expense,  and  in  the  face  of 
great  opposition  by  means  of  local  Acts.  The  Act  is  divided  into  ten  parts.  As  this  Act  is  of  such 
great  importance  to  Urban  and  Rural  Authorities  I  feel  obliged  to  deal  with  it  fully.  Already  some 
Councils  in  the  County  have  considered  the  question  of  adopting  the  Act  or  parts  of  it,  and  the  matter 
should  be  well  considejed  by  every  Urban  and  Rural  District. 

Fart  1 — General—  Sections  1 — 14.  Section  2  provides  that  Part  1  shall  extend  to  England  and  Wales  and 
Ireland,  exclusive  of  the  Administrative  County  of  London,  and  “  all  or  any  of  the  remaining  parts,”  or  “  all  or  any 
of  the  sections  thereof  shall  extend  to  any  district  to  which  all  or  any  of  those  parts  or  sections  are  applied  by  order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  or  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  the  case  may  be.” 

By  Section  3  the  Local  Government  Board  are  empowered,  on  the  application  of  the  Local  Authority,  by  order 
to  declare  any  part  or  any  section  of  the  Act  to  be  in  force  in  the  district ;  or,  where  the  Local  Authority  are  a  Bural 
District  Council,  in  any  contributory  place.  It  is  also  provided  that  any  such  Order  may  specify  conditions  subject 
to  which  any  part  or  any  section  of  this  Act  shall  be  in  force  in  the  district  or  contributory  place,  and  where,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  circumstances  so  require,  any  such  order  may,  in  relation  to  that 
district  or  contributory  place,  declare  any  part  or  any  section  of  this  Act  to  be  in  force  subject  to  such  necessary 
adaptations  as  are  specified  in  this  Order. 
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Sections  4  to  14  relate  to  the  mode  in  which  expenses  of  Local  Authorities  in  execution  of  the  Act  are  to  be  met, 
to  inquiries  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  conduct  of  legal  proceedings,  appeals  to  Quarter  Sessions,  Ac.,  the 
reservations  of  Crown  rights,  Ac. 

Part  2  —  Streets  and  Buildings  -  Sections  15 — 38.  —  This  part  deals  with  the  deposit  of  plans  with  the  Local 
Authority,  the  power  of  the  Local  Authority  to  vary  the  position  or  direction,  and  to  fix  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  new  streets,  the  regulation  of  the  crossings  for  cattle,  Ac.,  over  footways,  the  height  of  chimneys,  the  paving  of 
yards,  Ac.,  the  repairing  or  enclosing  of  dangerous  places,  Ac. 

Part  3 — Sanitary  Provisions — Sections  34— 51.  — The  Clauses  included  in  this  part  will  be  specially  welcomed  by 
Local  Authorities. 

Section  3  provides  that  Section  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  shall  have  effect  as  if  for  the  words  (“but 
not  otherwise”)  there  were  substituted  the  words  “or  where  on  the  report  in  writing  of  their  Surveyor  or  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  the  Local  Authority  have  reason  to  suspect  that  any  such  drain,  water  closet,  earth  closet,  privy, 
ashpit,  or  cesspool,  is  a  nuisance  or  injurious  to  health.” 

By  Section  3  it  is  provided  in  extension  of  Section  91  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  that  for  the  purposes  of 
that  Act  (1)  any  cistern  used  for  the  supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  so  placed,  constructed,  or  kept  as  to 
render  the  water  therein  liable  to  contamination,  causing  or  likely  to  cause  risk  to  health  ;  (2)  any  gutter,  drain,  shute, 
stack  pipe  or  down  spout  of  a  building  which  by  reason  of  its  insufficiency  or  its  defective  condition  shall  cause 
damp  in  such  building  or  in  an  adjoining  building;  and  (3J  any  deposit  of  material  in  or  on  any  building  or  land 
which  shall  cause  damp  in  such  building  or  in  an  adjoining  building  so  as  to  be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  nuisance  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  Act. 

Under  Section  36  rain  water  pipes  are  prohibited  from  being  used  as  soil  pipes. 

Section  37  provides  that  water  or  stack  pipes  shall  not  be  used  as  ventilating  shafts  :  and  Section  38  will  enable 
Local  Authorities  to  require  old  drains  to  be  laid  open  for  examination  by  the  Surveyor  before  communicating  with 
sewers. 

Section  39  —  (1)  In  this  section,  unless  the  context  otherwise  requires,  the  expression  “closet  accommodation” 
includes  a  receptacle  for  human  excreta,  together  with  the  structure  comprising  such  receptacle,  and  the  fittings  and 
apparatus  connected  therewith;  the  expression  “pail  closet”  means  closet  accommodation  including  a  movable 
receptacle  for  human  excreta;  the  expression  “water  closet”  means  closet  accommodation  used  or  adapted  or 
intended  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  water  carriage  system,  and  comprising  provision  for  the  flushing  of  the 
receptacle  by  means  of  a  fresh  water  supply,  and  having  proper  communication  with  a  sewer  ;  the  expression  “  slop 
closet  ”  means  closet  accommodation  used  or  adapted  or  intended  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  water  carriage 
system,  and  comprising  provision  for  the  flushing  of  the  receptacle  by  means  of  slops  of  waste  liquids  of  the  house¬ 
hold  or  rain  water,  and  having  proper  communication  with  a  sewer ;  the  expression  “a  sufficient  water  supply  and 
sewer  ”  means  a  water  supply  and  a  sewer  which  are  sufficient  and  reasonably  available  for  use,  or  in  connection 
with  the  efficient  flushing  and  cleansing  of,  and  the  efficient  removal  of  excreta  from  such  number  of  proper  and 
sufficient  water  closets  and  slop  closets,  or  from  such  one  or  more  of  either  class  of  closet,  as,  in  pursuance  of  this 
section,  may  be  required  to  be  provided  in  any  particular  case. 

(2)  Within  one  month  after  the  deposit  of  any  plan  by  a  person  intending  to  erect  a  new  building,  the  Local 
Authority,  where  there  is  a  sufficient  water  supply  and  sewer,  may  by  written  notice  to  that  person  require  the  new 
building  to  be  provided  with  such  number  of  proper  and  sufficent  water  closets  and  slop  closets,  or  with  such  one  or 
more  of  either  class  of  closet,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  render  necessary.  Any  person  who  fails  to 
comply  with  any  requirements  of  the  Local  Authority  under  this  sub-section  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
five  pounds  and  to  a  daily  penalty  not  exceeding  forty  shillings. 

(3)  If,  on  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  or  the  Surveyor  or  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  the  Local  Authority 
are  satisfied  that  sufficient  closet  accommodation  has  not  been  provided  at  or  in  connection  with  a  building,  and  the 
case  is  not  one  in  which  sufficient  closet  accommodation  can  be  provided  by  the  alteration  of  any  existing  closet 
accommodation  in  pursuance  of  this  section,  the  Local  Authority,  where  there  are  a  sufficient  water  supply  and 
sewer,  may  by  written  notice  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  building  require  the  building  to  be  provided  with  such 
number  of  proper  and  sufficient  water  closets  and  slop  closets,  or  with  some  such  one  or  more  of  either  class  of 
closet,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  render  necessary. 

If  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  building  fail  to  comply  with  any  requirement  of  the  Local  Authority  under  this 
sub-section,  the  Local  Authority  may  at  the  expiration  of  a  time  which  shall  be  specified  in  the  notice  and  shall  not 
be  less  than  fourteen  days  after  the  service  of  the  notice,  and  may  recover  summarily  as  a  civil  debt  from  the  owner 
or  owners  the  expense  incurred  by  the  Local  Authority  in  so  doing. 

(4)  The  Local  Authority,  where  there  are  a  sufficient  water  supply  and  sewer,  may,  by  written  notice  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  a  building,  require  any  existing  closet  accommodation  (other  than  a  water  closet  or  slop  closet) 
provided  at  or  in  connection  with  the  building  to  be  altered,  so  as  to  be  converted  into  a  water  closet  or  a  slop  closet. 

If  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  building  fail  to  comply  with  any  requirement  of  the  Local  Authority  under  this 
sub-section,  the  Local  Authority  may,  at  the  expiration  of  a  time  which  shall  be  specified  in  the  notice  and  shall  not 
be  less  than  fourteen  days  after  the  service  of  the  notice,  do  the  work  required  by  the  notice. 

Where  in  pursuance  of  this  sub-section  any  work  of  alteration  is  done  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  the 
owner  or  owners  in  respect  of  a  pail  closet,  the  expenses  of  the  work  shall  be  borne  by  the  Local  AxThority,  and 
where  in  pursuance  of  this  sub-section  any  work  of  alteration  is  done  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  the 
owner  or  owners  in  respect  of  any  existing  closet  accommodation  other  than  a  pail  closet,  one  half  of  the  expenses 
shall  be  borne  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  the  remainder  of  the  said  expenses  shall  be  borne  by  the  owner  or 
owners  and  shall  be  recoverable  summarily  as  a  civil  debt. 

Section  40  provides,  as  regards  work  carried  out  under  the  preceding  sections,  for  the  common  benefit  of  two  or 
more  buildings,  for  the  payment  for  the  works  by  the  several  owners  and  for  the  charging  and  recovering  of  the  cost 
as  private  improvement  expenses. 


Section  41  provides  that  any  person  duly  authorised  in  writing  by  the  Local  Authority  shall  on  production  of  his 
authorisation  be  admitted  into  any  premises  for  the  purpose  of  Section  39  of  this  Act,  and  the  provisions  of  Sections 
102  and  103  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  shall  with  the  necessary  modifications  apply  to  his  admission,  while 
Section  42  makes  provision  for  appeal  to  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  in  the  event  of  a  person  feeling  aggrieved 
by  proceedings  under  Section  39  of  this  Act. 

Under  Section  43  a  Local  Authority  may  require  removal  or  alteration  of  urinals,  and  under  Section  44  they  may 
require  urinals  to  be  attached  to  inns,  public-houses,  Ac. 

Section  45  is  another  important  section.  It  provides  (1)  If  the  Medical  Officer,  Surveyor,  or  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  reports  to  the  Local  Authority  that  he  has  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that  any  drains  or  any  building 
are  so  defective  as  to  be  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health,  the  Local  Authority  may  authorise  their  Medical  Officer, 
Surveyor,  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to  apply  the  smoke  or  coloured  water  test,  or  other  similar  test  (not  including  a 
test  by  water  under  pressure)  to  the  drains,  subject  to  the  condition  that  either  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  occupier 
of  the  building  must  be  given  to  the  application  of  the  test,  or  an  order  of  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  place  where  the  building  is  situated  must  be  obtained  authorising  the  application  of  the  test. 

1 2)  If  on  the  application  of  the  test  the  drains  are  found  to  be  defective,  the  Local  Authority  may,  by  notice 
specifying  generally  the  defect,  require  the  owner  of  the  premises  to  do  all  works  necessary  for  remedying  it  within 
a  reasonable  time  named  in  the  notice,  and  if  the  owner  fails  so  to  do  the  work  the  Local  Authority  themselves  may 
do  tbe  work,  and  the  expense  of  so  doing  the  work  may  either  be  recovered  from  the  owner  of  the  building  summarily 
as  a  civil  debt  or  may  be  declared  by  the  Local  Authority  to  be  private  improvement  expenses,  and  may  be  recoverable 
accordingly. 

Provision  is  made  by  Section  46  for  the  filling  up  of  cesspools  or  other  tilth  receptacles,  and  under  Section  47 
Local  Authorities  will  be  empowered  to  provide  and  maintain  public  sanitary  conveniences  and  lavatories. 

Section  48  provides  that  if  the  Local  Authority  are  required  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  premises  to  remove 
any  trade  refuse  (other  than  sludge)  the  Local  Authority  shall  do  so,  and  the  owner  or  occupier  shall  pay  to  them  for 
doing  so  a  reasonable  sum,  to  be  settled  in  case  of  dispute  by  order  of  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  and  if  any 
question  arises  in  any  case  as  to  what  is  to  be  considered  a  trade  refuse,  that  question  may  be  decided  on  the 
complaint  of  either  party  by  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

By  Section  49  a  Local  Authority  may  acquire  power  to  require  the  provision  of  proper  sinks  or  drains  for 
buildings,  and  in  the  event  of  default  by  the  owner  or  occupier  themselves  to  make  the  provision. 

Section  50  supplies  a  curious  omission  from  the  Public  Health  Acts  by  giving  an  adopting  Local  Authority 
power  to  “provide  and  maintain  an  ambulance  for  use  in  any  case  of  accident  or  other  sudden  or  urgent  disability.” 

Section  51  provides  that  (1)  the  words  “any  other  trade,  business,  or  manufacture,  which  the  Local  Authority 
declare  by  order  confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  published  in  such  manner  as  the  Board  direct,  to  be 
an  offensive  trade,”  shall  be  substituted  for  the  words  “any  other  noxious  or  offensive  trade,  business,  or 
manufacture”  in  Sec.  112  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  1875. 

(2)  The  Local  Authority  may  make  by-laws  with  respect  to  any  trade  which  is  an  offensive  trade  under  Sec.  112 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  amended  by  this  Act,  whether  established  before  or  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  in  order  to  prevent  or  diminish  any  noxious  or  injurious  effects  of  the  trade. 

Part  4 — Infectious  Diseases. — Sec.  52  prohibits  an  infected  person  from  carrying  on  his  occupation  or  trade 
unless  he  can  do  so  without  risk  of  spreading  infection  ;  Sec.  53  will  enable  the  Local  Authority  to  require  dairymen 
to  furnish  lists  of  all  the  farms,  dairies,  or  places  from  which  their  supply  of  milk  is,  or  during  the  last  six  weeks  has 
been,  derived :  under  Sec.  54  dairymen  must,  under  penalty,  notify  cases  of  infectious  disease  existing  among  their 
employes  ;  Sec.  55  prohibits  the  sending  of  infected  clothes,  etc.,  to  any  public  wash-house  or  laundry  unless  they 
have  been  efficiently  disinfected,  and  empowers  the  Local  Authority  to  pay  the  expenses  of  disinfection  of  bedding, 
clothes,  or  other  things  ;  and  Sec.  56  will  enable  a  Local  Authority,  on  the  certificate  of  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
to  cause  any  filthy  article  in  a  dwelling  house  to  be  cleansed,  purified,  or  destroyed  at  the  Authority’s  expense.  Under 
Sec.  57  a  child  who  is,  or  has  been,  suffering  from  infectious  disease  must  not  attend  school  without  a  certificate  from 
the  Medical  Officer ;  and  under  Sec.  58  the  Principal  of  a  School  may  be  required  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  scholars 
where  a  case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  the  school.  Sec.  59  contains  provisions  as  to  libraries  and  library 
books.  Sec.  60  provides  that  nothing  in  Sec.  132  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  with  respect  to  the  recovery  of  the 
cost  of  maintenance  in  a  hospital,  shall  require  the  Local  Authority  to  recover  the  cost  of  maintenance  from  a  patient 
who  is  not  a  pauper.  Hitherto  this  point  has  not  been  free  from  doubt,  and  it  has  been  held  by  many  that  a  Local 
Authority  who  failed  to  take  steps  to  recover  the  cost  of  maintenance  under  Sec.  132  of  the  Act  of  1875  were  guilty 
of  a  neglect  of  duty.  Sec.  61  will  empower  a  Local  Authority  that  has  provided  temporary  shelter  or  house  accom¬ 
modation  on  the  appearance  of  infectious  disease  in  a  house  to  remove  from  the  premises  to  the  temporary  shelter 
persons  who  are  not  themselves  sick.  This  is  to  apply  not  only  to  ordinary  dwellings,  but  also  to  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
or  similar  structures  used  for  human  habitation,  or  any  canal  boat.  Sec.  62  will  extend  Sec.  126  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  which  imposes  a  penalty  on  the  exposure  of  infected  persons  in  public  vehicles,  such  as  omnibuses ;  whilst 
Sec.  64  requires  the  owner  or  driver  of  a  public  vehicle  in  which  a  person  suffering  from  infectious  disease  has  been 
conveyed  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Medical  Officer,  and  imposes  on  the  Local  Authority  the  duty  of  disinfection  of  the 
vehicle.  Sec.  65  will  extend  Sec.  124  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  apply  to  “  all  cases  of  persons  suffering  from 
any  dangerous  infectious  disease,  and  being  in  or  upon  any  hoase  or  premises  where  such  persons  cannot  be  effectually 
isolated  so  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.”  Sec.  66  will  provide  a  much  simpler  and  more  effective  procedure 
for  the  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  premises  and  infected  articles  than  is  authorised  at  present  by  the  Act  of  1875. 
By  virtue  of  Sec.  67  a  Local  Authority  adopting  it  and  possessing  a  hospital  will  be  empowered  to  provide  nurses  for 
attending  patients  who  cannot  be  removed  to  the  hospital  for  want  of  accommodation,  or  in  cases  where  removal  would 
endanger  the  patient’s  health.  Sec.  68  will  render  unlawful  the  holding  of  a  wake  over  the  body  of  a  person  dying  of 
infectious  disease. 
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Part  5 — Common  Lodging-houses — Secs.  69 — 75  — These  provisions  will  give  any  Local  Authority  invested  with 
them  much  increased  power  of  control  over  common  lodging-houses,  and  should  facilitate  their  regulation  and  improve 
their  sanitary  arrangements. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT 
(7  Edw.  7  ;  Chap.  39). 

This  is  an  “  Act  to  amend  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  with  respect  to  laundries,  and  to 
u  extend  that  Act  to  certain  institutions,  and  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  certain  premises.” 

Section  1  applies  the  Act  of  1901  to  “  laundries  carried  on  by  way  of  trade  or  for  the  purposes  of 
“  gain,  or  carried  on  as  an  auxiliary  to  another  business,  or  incidentally  to  the  purposes  of  any  public 
“  institution.”  Section  2  regulates  the  hours  of  employment  of  women  and  young  persons  in  laundries  ; 
whilst  Section  3  specifies  certain  special  regulations  to  be  complied  with  in  laundries.  Section  5  applies 
the  Act  to  institutions  carried  on  for  charitable  or  reformatory  purposes  ;  and  Section  6  provides  for 
government  inspection  of  laundry  premises. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1908. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT 
(7  Edw.  7 ;  Chap.  40.) 

The  object  of  this  Act,  which  will  only  be  in  operation  where  it  has  been  adopted  by  the  Local 
Authority  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  or  has  been  declared  to  be  in  force  by  that 
Board,  is  to  provide  a  speedy  means  whereby  information  of  the  birth  of  a  child  may  be  given  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Local  Authority,  so  that,  if  necessary,  advice  may  be  offered  to  the 
mother  in  regard  to  the  nursing  and  nurture  of  the  child. 

The  Act  may  be  adopted  in  London  by  the  Councils  of  the  Metropolitan  Boroughs,  and  outside 
London  by  the  Borough  and  other  Urban  Districts  and  Rural  District  Councils,  or  by  County  Councils 
for  the  whole  County  or  for  any  County  District  therein. 

The  adoption  requires  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  who  also  have  to  fix  the  date 
on  which  the  resolution  of  adoption  shall  come  into  operation. 

Section  3  of  the  Act  enables  the  Local  Government  Board  by  order  to  declare  the  Act  to  be  in  force 
in  the  area  of  any  Local  Authority  who  have  power  to  adopt  it,  although  it  has  not  been  so  adopted,  if 
they  think  this  expedient,  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  area,  and  in  that  case  the  order  of 
the  Board  will  have  the  same  effect  for  the  purpose  as  a  resolution  of  adoption  duly  passed  by  the  Local 
Authority  of  the  Area  and  assented  to  by  the  Board. 

In  the  case  of  every  child  born  within  an  area  in  which  the  Act  is  in  force,  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  father  of  the  child,  if  he  is  actually  residing  in  the  house  where  the  birth  takes  place  at  the  time  of 
its  occurrence,  and  of  any  person  in  attendance  upon  the  mother  at  the  time  of,  or  within  six  hours 
after  the  birth,  to  give  notice  in  writing  of  the  birth  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Local 
Authority  who  are  acting  in  execution  of  the  Act  in  the  area  in  which  the  child  was  born. 

The  enactment  will  apply  to  any  child  born  after  the  expiration  of  the  twenty-eighth  week  of 
pregnancy,  whether  alive  or  dead. 

A  person  who  fails  to  give  the  requisite  notice  of  a  birth  will  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  20s.,  but  he  will  not  be  liable  to  a  penalty  if  he  satisfies  the  Court  that  he  had 
reasonable  grounds  to  believe  that  notice  had  been  duly  given  by  some  other  person. 

The  notification  is  to  be  in  addition  to,  and  not  in  substitution  for,  the  requirements  of  any  Act 
relating  to  the  registration  of  births. 

In  bringing  the  provisions  of  this  Act  to  the  notice  of  Local  Authorities  the  Local  Government 
Board  observed  that  in  their  opinion  there  is  no  occasion  for  imposing  upon  parents  and  others  the 
obligation  of  notifying  births  unless  steps  are  taken  to  carry  out  the  ultimate  object  of  the  measure,  viz., 
the  giving  of  advice  and  instruction  to  those  who  have  charge  of  the  infants,  and  in  ordinary  circum¬ 
stances  they  would  not  be  prepared  to  consent  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  unless  it  appeared  that 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  purpose. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (REGULATIONS  AS  TO  FOOD)  ACT 

(7  Edw.  7  ;  Chap.  32). 

This  very  important  little  Act  was  passed  to  enable  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  the  prevention  of  danger  arising  to  public  health  from  the  importation,  preparation,  storage, 
and  distribution  of  articles  of  food.  The  inadequacy  of  the  existing  law  on  this  subject  was  disclosed 
when  an  effort  was  made,  after  the  Chicago  meat-packing  scandals,  to  secure  proper  supervision,  not 
only  of  our  imported,  but  also  of  our  home  produced  food  products.  Moreover,  under  the  existing  law 
unwholesome  food  must  be  actually  exposed  for  sale  for  human  food  before  it  can  be  seized  and 
destroyed. 

The  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  28th  August,  1907,  but  no  regulations  have  yet  (July,  1908) 
been  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


BUTTER  AND  MARGARINE  ACT 
(7  Edw.  7  ;  Chap.  21). 

This  measure,  which  was  introduced  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  is 
the  outcome  of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Butter  Trade,  which  was  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1906.  Its  object  is  to  make  further  provisions  with  respect  to  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  Butter  and  Margarine,  and  similar  substances. 

Section  1  provides  for  the  registration  of : — (a)  Butter  factories,  and  (b)  any  premises  on  which 
there  is  manufactured  any  milk-blended  butter,  or  on  which  there  is  carried  on  the  business  of  a  whole¬ 
sale  dealer  in  milk-blended  butter. 


Section  2  provides  for  the  inspection  of  Factories  and  empowers  any  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  or  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  enter  at  all  reasonable  times  any 
butter  factory,  and  to  inspect  any  process  of  manufacture,  blending,  reworking  or  treatment. 

Section  8  prohibits  the  keeping  in  a  butter  factory  of  any  substance  intended  to  be  used  for  the 
adulteration  of  butter. 

Section  4  limits  to  16  per  cent,  the  moisture  permissable  in  butter  and  margarine,  and  to  24  per 
cent,  the  amount  permissable  in  milk-blended  butter  ;  and  Section  5  makes  it  an  offence  to  import  butter 
containing  more  than  16  per  cent,  of  water,  or  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  butter  fat ;  milk-blended  butter 
containing  more  than  24  per  cent,  of  water ;  milk-blended  butter,  except  in  packages  conspicuously 
marked  with  such  name  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  the  purpose  ; 
butter,  margarine  or  milk-blended  butter  which  contains  a  preservative  prohibited  by  any  regulation 
made  under  this  Act,  or  an  amount  of  a  preservative  in  excess  of  the  limit  allowed  by  any  such 
regulation. 

Section  8  provides  for  the  marking  of  wrappers,  &c.,  used  in  connection  with  margarine,  and  Section 
9  provides  for  milk-blended  butter  being  dealt  with  under  such  name  or  names  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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A  new  definition  of  “  margarine”  is  prescribed  in  Section  18,  viz.,  “any  article  of  food,  whether 
mixed  with  butter  or  not,  which  resembles  butter,  and  is  not  milk-blended  butter.” 


The  Act  is  to  be  read  with  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  It  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
January,  1908. 

VACCINATION  ACT 
(7  Edw.  7  ;  Chap.  31). 

The  object  of  this  Act  is  to  effect  an  alteration  in  the  legal  method  of  obtaining  exemption  from 
penalties  for  neglecting  to  have  a  child  vaccinated,  but  without  otherwise  interfering  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Vaccination  Acts,  1867  to  1898. 


EDUCATION  (ADMINISTRATIVE  PROVISIONS)  ACT 

(7  Edw.  7  ;  Chap.  43). 

Section  13  is  perhaps  the  most  important  clause  from  a  public  health  point  of  view.  It  provides  that 
“the  powers  and  duties  of  a  Local  Education  Authority  under  Part  III.  of  the  Education  Act,  1902, 
“  shall  include  (a)  power  to  provide  for  children  attending  a  public  elementary  school,  vaccination 
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“  schools,  vaccination  classes,  play  centres  or  other  means  of  recreation  during  their  holidays,  or  at  such 
“  other  times  as  the  Local  Education  Authority  may  prescribe,  in  the  school-house  or  some  other  suitable 
<£  place  in  the  vicinity,  so  far  as  the  Local  Education  Authority,  in  the  case  of  a  school-house  or  place 
“  not  belonging  to  them,  can  obtain  for  the  purpose  the  use  of  the  school-house  or  place,  and  (b)  the 
“  duty  to  provide  for  the  medical  inspection  of  children  immediately  before,  or  at  the  time  of,  or  as  soon 
“  as  possible  after,  their  admission  to  a  public  elementary  school  and  on  such  other  occasions  as  the 
“  Board  of  Education  direct,  and  the  power  to  make  such  arrangements  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Board  of  Education  for  attending  to  the  health  and  physical  condition  of  the  children  educated  in 
“  public  elementary  schools  ;  provided  that,  in  any  exercise  of  powers  under  this  Section,  the  Local 
“  Education  Authority  may  encourage  and  assist  the  establishmant  or  continuance  of  voluntary  agencies 
“  and  associate  with  itself  representatives  of  voluntary  associations  for  the  purpose.” 

FACTOBIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Copies  of  the  Home  Office  tables  have  been  received  from  each  district,  and  there  is  some  indication 
that  the  requirements  of  the  Home  Office  are  being  carried  out. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Daring  the  year  892  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  by  the  Inspectors.  Of  these  25 
were  adulterated,  deficient,  or  otherwise  of  such  quality  or  composition  as  to  call  for  special  mention. 
Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  six  cases,  and  two  were  cautioned. 

UNSOUND  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD. 

The  powers  contained  in  sections  116  to  119  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  do  not  appear  to  be 
extensively  exercised  in  the  county.  The  subject  was  only  mentioned  in  two  of  the  Annual  Reports, 
viz.,  Salisbury  Urban,  where  1501bs.  of  beef  and  4641bs.  of  fish  were  found  diseased  and  unfit  for  food 
of  man,  and  Swindon,  where  1  ton  14  cwt.  291bs.  of  meat  and  fish  were  seized  and  destroyed.  Two 
cases  were  taken  before  the  magistrates,  and  one  conviction  obtained,  and  much  has  been  done  to 
improve  the  trade  in  meat.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says — “  There  have  been  in  the  past  located 
“  in  the  town  notorious  offenders  against  what  we  may  term  the  ethics  of  butchering.  These  offenders 
“  have  ultimately  been  brought  to  book,  and  the  town  knows  them  no  more.  To  say  that  the  ‘  slink  ’ 
“  trade  is  a  thing  of  the  past  in  Swindon  would  I  am  afraid  be  inaccurate  ;  and  there  are  still  agencies  at  work 
“  both  in  and  outside  the  town  which  are  ever  ready  to  receive  and  dispose  of  meat  that  would  not  pass 
“  inspection.”  In  the  remainder  of  the  county  there  appears  to  be  very  little  food  condemned,  only  one 
case  in  Trowbridge  and  one  in  the  Cricklade  districts  being  noted.  Either  there  is  no  trade  in  unsound 
meat,  fish,  and  other  food,  or  the  trade  is  not  much  interfered  with  ;  from  my  personal  observations  I 
fear  the  latter  to  be  the  correct  surmise.  The  practise  of  “  blowing”  in  dressing  meat  largely  prevails 
in  the  county,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  public  the  practice  should  be  discontinued  for  hygiene  and 
commercial  reasons.  The  less  observing  purchasers  may  be  deceived  concerning  the  true  character  of 
the  meat  in  consequence  of  inflation,  and  enticed  into  buying  meat  which  they  would  not  have  bought 
in  an  uninflated  condition.  The  inflation  of  meat  is  prohibited  in  Prussia. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  INQUIRIES. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  my  appointment  I  attend  these  inquiries  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 
They  chiefly  relate  to  questions  of  water  supply  or  for  the  purposes  of  sewage  or  sewage  disposal.  Many 
of  the  schemes  closely  affect  the  question  of  river  pollution.  I  have  been  able  in  a  number  of  instances 
to  render  valuable  assistance  to  the  Local  Government  Inspectors.  The  President  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  recently  received  a  deputation  of  the  County  Councils’  Association,  which  preferred  the 
request  that  County  Councils  should  receive  copies  of  the  decisions  of  the  Board  in  these  matters  ;  and 
he  consented  to  look  into  the  matter  and  see  what  could  be  done. 

COUNTY  LABORATORY. 

The  work  in  the  Laboratory  continues  to  increase.  Specimens  and  samples  of  various  kinds  were 
received  from  every  Urban  and  Rural  District  in  the  county.  One  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  specimens  were  bacteriologieally  examined  for  Diphtheria.  Considerable  extra  work  in  this 
direction  was  thrown  upon  the  Laboratory  by  the  serious  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  Bradford-on-Avon, 
Melksham,  Trowbridge,  Cricklade,  and  Devizes  districts.  Forty-eight  specimens  of  blood  were  examined 
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by  the  Widal  Method  for  Enteric  Fever,  226  specimens  were  examined  for  Tubercle,  72  examinations 
were  made  for  Anthrax,  181  examinations  for  other  pathogenic  bacteria.  Five  examinations  were  made 
in  suspected  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal-Meningitis,  with  a  negative  result  in  four,  of  the  cases;  in  one 
case,  however,  I  was  able  to  detect  the  presence  of  the  Meningococcus,  the  specific  virus  of  the 
disease.  Four  hundred  and  fifteen  complete  analyses  of  potable  and  river  waters  were  made  and  41 
sewage  and  sewage  effluents  were  analysed. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  continues  to  increase 7  every  year,  and  new  duties  are 
imposed  upon  me  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  New  Acts  of  Parliament.  The  duty  of  preparing  a 
scheme  and  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  has  very 
considerably  added  to  my  work  and  necessitated  the  employment  of  two  extra  clerks  for  this  work  alone, 
and  these  have  had  to  be  trained  in  the  special  duties.  My  clerk  and  assistant,  Mr.  Roberts,  died  from 
blood  poisoning  in  May  and  I  have  had  to  train  a  new  assistant,  Mr.  Johnston,  in  the  highly  technical 
duties  of  the  Office  and  Laboratory.  This  has  disorganised  the  work  of  my  Office  and  largely  increased 
my  labour. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  other  Officials  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  for  the 
courtesy  with  which  they  have  supplied  me  with  information  and  received  my  suggestions.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  suggestions  with  a  view  to  future  reports,  and  to  assist  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
in  any  way  that  is  in  my  power,  either  by  personal  inspection  or  advice  in  difficult  matters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


12th  August,  1908. 


JOHN  TUBB-THOMAS. 


SUMMARY  OF 


ANNUAL  REPORTS. 
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PART  II. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  J.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Area,  1,990  acres. 


Population 

( Census  1901) 

4514 

Inhabited  Houses 

7  7 

1119 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house... 

77 

4-03 

Birth-rate 

,  ,  , 

27-01 

Crude  Leath-rate 

•  •  • 

10-57 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•  •  * 

•46 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

«  •  • 

•23 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

•  •  • 

34-78 

Birth-rate. — During  the  year  there 

were  115  births. 

The  bii 

( Census  1891) 


77 

77 


4948 

1150 

4-29 


>> 

77 

55 


77 


77 


77 


7  7 

Births 


The  births  were  divided  into  52  males  and  68 
females,  an  increase  of  19  over  last  year.  Deducting  the  number  of  deaths  from  births,  there  was  a 
gain  of  70  in  the  population  of  the  town.  There  were  6  illegitimate  births  registered. 


Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  actually  occurring  in  the  Urban  area  was  45,  lower  than  any 
year  since  1897,  and  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  10  years.  If,  however,  the  number  of  residents 
who  died  outside  the  area  be  added,  namely  9,  the  net  figure  rises  to  54.  The  deaths  of  the  9  residents 
occurred  as  follows  :  Bath  Hospital  1,  County  Asylum  2,  Isolation  Hospital  l,and  the  Workhouse  5.  Of 
the  45  Urban  deaths  20  were  over  65  or  44*6  per  cent.  Only  1  inquest  was  held.  There  was  1 
uncertified  death. 


Infantile  Mortality. — Only  4  deaths  were  registered  under  1  year  of  age,  all  of  these  being  due  to 
premature  birth,  4  deaths  occurring  under  1  week. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-three  cases  were  notified,  27  from  Diphtheria,  4  Scarlet  Fever,  1 
Erysipelas,  and  1  Puerperal  Fever.  Of  these  24  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  22  Diphtheria 
with  2  Deaths,  and  2  Scarlet  Fever. 


School  Closure. — Trinity  Schools  had  the  Infants’  Classes  closed  from  June  11th  to  July  2nd — 8 
weeks  for  Measles.  Christ  Church,  the  whole  school  was  closed  from  October  28th  to  December  2nd, 
for  Measles  and  Diphtheria. 

Water  Supply. — This  was  continuous  and  of  good  quality  throughout  the  year. 

Sewerage. — The  Sewerage  Works  were  completed  and  have  been  in  use  since  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  and  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Scavenging. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  Again  I  must  call  attention  to  the  nuisance 
caused  by  persons  putting  their  refuse  on  the  sides  of  the  street  in  open  boxes,  children  and  dogs  explore 
them,  and  if  the  contents  are  light,  such  as  paper,  they  are  blown  all  over  the  street.” 

Housing. — Twelve  new  houses  have  been  erected,  3  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  2  cleansed  and 
limewashed.  Nine  sets  of  house  drains  have  been  relaid,  and  89  cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated,  18 
new  water  closets  provided,  and  26  repaired  and  ventilated,  3  privies  converted  into  water  closets,  and  1 
converted  to  pail  closet. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. — Forty-eight  factories  and  workshops  are  under  inspection,  11  being 
retail,  bakehouses.  Thirty  visits  were  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  26  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Six  outworkers’  premises  were  inspected.  No  sanitary  defects  were  reported  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  by  H.M.  Inspector  during  the  year. 

« 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  only  2  milkshops,  both  of  them  kept  in  very  good  condition. 
Eighteen  milksellers,  7  retail,  11  wholesale,  the  latter  sending  their  milk  to  the  factories  or  London. 

Bakehouses. — These  have  been  visited,  and  are  kept  in  good  condition.  Slaughterhouses  are  also 
in  a  very  clean  state,  whitewashing  in  some  cases  being  done  fortnightly. 


CALNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — D.  CAMPBELL,  M.D. 


Area,  356  acres. 


Population 

( Census  1901) 

3457 

(Census  1891)  3495 

Inhabited  house s* 

>  > 

812 

„  751 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

>> 

4-25 

„  4-65 

Birth-rate 

.  .  . 

22-13 

per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

16-80 

11  11  1 1 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•  •  . 

0-00 

11  11  11 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

.  .  • 

1-74 

11  11  11 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 

78-94 

,,  Births 

Birth-rate. — There  were  76  Births, 

37  boys  and  39 

girls.  Of 

these  5  girls  were  illegitimate.  This 

is  a  very  low  birth-rate,  and  lower  than  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 

Death-rate. — The  deaths  of  28  males  and  28  females  were  registered,  as  against  29  males  and  22 
females  in  1906.  Fourteen  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  60  years  of  age,  9  over  70  years  of 
age,  8  over  80  years  of  age,  and  3  over  90  years  of  age.  Four  deaths  occurred  from  Consumption, 
5  from  Cancer,  and  8  from  Heart  Disease. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  6  deaths  under  one  year,  double  the  number  for  1906.  No 
illegitimate  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  its  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Nine  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  viz.,  4  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2 
treated  at  home  and  2  removed  to  hospital ;  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  hospital,  one 
case  of  Erysipelas,  one  case  of  Continued  Fever,  and  one  case  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  of  the  Calstone  water  continues  ample  and  of  good  quality.  It  has 
been  laid  on  to  13  houses  and  premises  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  849. 

Sewerage. — No  extension  or  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  town  sewer. 

Housing. — Four  new  houses  were  built,  1  private  residence  and  3  good  cottages.  No  overcrowding 
of  persons  in  houses  or  of  houses  in  area  reported,  No  houses  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  79  on  the  register,  15  factories  and  64  workshops.  The 
requirements  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  are  complied  with  as  regards  air,  space,  and 
ventilation,  and  the  premises  are  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  12  bakehouses  on  the  register.  These  have  been  periodically  inspected ; 
they  are  limewashed,  kept,  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  district  is  regularly  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth 
accompanied  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


CHIPPENHAM. 


f 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D, 


Area,  381  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


( Census  1901) 

5  ? 

>  ? 


5074  ( Census  1891)  4618 

1101  ,,  985 

4*60  ,,  4-29 

22-06  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 
14*26 
•57 
•57 

120-6  ,,  Births 


>  > 


Birth-rate.— One  hundred  and  sixteen  births  were  registered  as  against  128  in  1906,  which  is 
below  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years. 


Death-rate*— Seventy-five  deaths  were  registered  as  against  71  in  1906.  Of  these  6  occurred  at  the 
Cottage  Hospital,  of  whom  one  did  not  belong  to  the  Borough,  and  6  persons  died  in  the  Union 
Workhouse  and  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  Borough,  making  the  total  deaths  attributable 
to  the  district  of  81.  This  is  by  far  the  highest  figure  reached  for  some  years  past. 

Infantile  Mortality.— This  shows  a  marked  increase,  14  deaths  amongst  116  children  born  as 
compared  with  9  deaths  amongst  128  born  in  1906.  Eight  of  the  infantile  deaths  were  from  forms  of 
wasting  disease,  only  one  from  tubercular  disease. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-three  cases  were  notified  as  against  58  in  1906.  Twelve  were  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  5  Erysipelas,  14  Scarlet  Fever,  and  2  Puerperal  Fever.  One  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  had  a 
fatal  termination. 


Hospital  Accommodation. — The  hospital  was  in  use  most  months  in  the  year.  During  July  and  part 
of  August  it  was  closed  for  disinfection  and  repairs.  Eleven  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  5  of 
Diphtheria  were  sent  into  the  hospital  for  treatment. 

Water  Supply. — The  quality  of  the  water  has  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Sewerage.—  These  works  have  now  been  in  use  for  18  months.  They  are  said  to  be  giving  satisfaction. 
During  the  summer  complaints  were  made  as  to  the  smell  from  the  tank.  This  has  been  remedied  by 
reducing  the  time  the  sewage  is  now  kept  in  this  tank.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Borough 
Surveyor  for  preparing  plans  for  providing  new  sewers  to  replace  existing  drock  drains.  During  this  year 
sections  of  new  sewers  have  been  laid  in  Timber  Street,  High  Street,  Market  Place,  London  Road,  and 
Blind  Lane. 

Housing. — All  the  courts  and  squares  except  one  are  paved  with  impervious  material.  There  has 
been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses  during  the  past  10  years.  There  is  now  little 
difficulty  for  a  family  to  obtain  a  sufficiently  large  house  provided  they  can  pay  the  rent. 

Inspections. — Inspections  are  said  to  have  been  made  of  lodging-houses,  slaughter-houses,  bakehouses, 
dairies  and  cowsheds,  milkshops,  factories  and  workshops.  Several  inspections  were  also  made  in  the 
homes  and  district  where  epidemic  disease  had  been  present,  and  as  a  result  several  unhealthy  conditions 
were  removed. 
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DEVIZES. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  S.  A.  WAYLEN,  L.R.C.P. 


Area,  go6  acres. 


Population 

(' Census  1901) 

6532 

(■ Census  1891)  6426 

Inhabited  houses... 

1431 

,,  1385 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ... 

5? 

4-56 

,,  4-63 

Birth-rate 

25*46  per  1000  of  (Estimated)  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

13-34 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

.  ,  , 

•30 

n  n 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

U06 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 

•  •  • 

53-57 

Births 

Birth-rate. — The  Births  number  168, 

or  a  considerable  increase  on  the 

previous  year,  and  slightly 

above  the  average  of  the  previous  10  years,  viz.,  156. 

Death-rate. — Eighty-eight  Deaths  were  registered  as  against  111  in  1906.  Fourteen  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  7  in  Devizes  Hospital  of  non-residents  in  the  town,  leaving  a  gross  total  of 
61  deaths,  the  lowest  number  of  which  there  is  any  record.  Of  the  67  deaths  properly  attributed  to  the 
town,  20  occurred  between  the  age  of  25  and  65,  23  between  65  and  80,  2  between  88  and  90,  and  2 
above  90. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Nine  children  died  under  the  age  of  1  year,  as  compared  with  11  in  1906. 
This  number  is  very  considerably  under  the  average  of  the  district. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-two  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  7  Scarlet  Fever,  12  Diphtheria,  1 
Measles,  and  2  Erysipelas. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — At  the  end  of  the  year  1906  one  case  was  remaining  in  the  Hospital,  and 
during  the  year  1907,  63  cases  were  admitted.  Of  these  16  were  from  the  Urban  District,  viz.,  11 
Diphtheria,  and  5  Scarlet  Fever.  Three  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  amongst  hospital  nurses 
and  attendants.  There  was  no  death  at  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  has  been  good  and  constant  throughout  the  year,  no  interruption  at  any 
time  occurring.  The  water  has  been  laid  on  to  86  houses  during  the  year. 

Sewerage. — These  works  have  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year,  and  the  condition  of  the  stream 
into  which  the  effluent  is  discharged  has  not  given  rise  to  any  complaint.  The  slate  beds  have  now  been 
in  use  for  a  considerable  time  with  apparently  little  or  no  silting. 

Housing. — Sixteen  new  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  and  22  others  commenced, 
and  there  is  every  possibility  of  a  considerable  amount  of  building  being  carried  out  on  the  site  of  the 
“  Forty  Acres,”  a  large  portion  of  which  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  factories  and  workshops,  as  in  previous  years,  have  all  been 
inspected.  In  one  or  two  instances  no  copy  of  the  Act  was  found  hung  up  as  directed,  but  they  were 
generally  clean  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  good,  and  the  dressmaking  and  tailoring  establishments 
were  in  no  instance  overcrowded. 

There  are  no  outworkers.  The  bakehouses  were  clean  and  sanitary,  there  being  now  only  one 
underground  bakehouse  in  the  borough. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  town  is  inspected  throughout  systematically  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  usual  inspection  of  bakehouses,  slaughterhouses,  school 
offices,  and  the  one  common  lodging  house  made  frequently  by  the  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Requirements. — (1)  Improved  and  increased  accommodation  for  the  working  class.  This 
is  to  some  extent  being  remedied  ;  (2)  Improvements  in  the  general  condition  of  the  majority  of 
the  slaughterhouses. 
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MALMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  W.  PITT,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  178  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house...  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


2854 

687 

4*15 

23-67  per 
11-83 
1-07 
•71 
75-75 


(Census  1891)  2964 

„  695 

” 

1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


99 


9  9 


9  9 


99  19  99 

,,  Births 


Birth-rate. — Sixty-six  Births  were  registered  as  against  54  in  1906,  and  57  in  1905.  Until  this 
year  the  Birth-rate  had  shown  a  steady  decrease. 

Death-rate.  — There  were  33  Deaths  as  against  49  in  1906. 

Infantile  Mortality.— There  were  5  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  as  against  9  in  1906. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Fifteen  cases  were  notified,  viz.  :  10  Diphtheria,  4  Scarlet  Fever,  1 
Erysipelas. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  this  hospital,  and  1  case 
of  Scarlet  Fever.  Eleven  cases  were  attended  at  their  own  homes.  There  were  2  deaths  of 
children  under  5  from  Diphtheria.  A  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  brought  from  outside  the  district. 

Sewerage.- — The  Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  says  :  “No  one  has  made  any  complaint  to  me  about 
the  way  the  sewage  is  treated,  and  I  have  noticed  no  effluvia  from  the  river.” 

Water  Supply. — This  has  been  satisfactory  as  supplied  by  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  advises,  however,  that  it  should  be  periodically  analysed.  Two  wells  in  West 
Port  were  found  to  be  highly  contaminated  and  unfit  for  drinking,  and  the  town  water  has  been 
substituted  for  these  wells. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Five  Dairies  in  the  borough  have  been  inspected  and  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 

The  Bakehouses  have  been  visited ;  they  are  5  in  number,  and  are  satisfactory. 

The  Common  Lodging-house  has  been  visited,  kept  clean,  and  whitewashed  regularly. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says:  “Sanitary  Defects. — These  consisted 
either  of  foul  cesspools  or  insufficient  closet  accommodation  or  defective  drains.  All  were  found  in  the 
surroundings  of  9  houses.  These  defects  have  all  been  rectified.” 


MARLBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — T.  H.  HAYDON,  M.B.,  Cantab. 


Area,  598  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


{Census  1901) 

9  9 
9 * 


8887  (Census  1891)  8012 

762  „  618 
5-10  ,,  4-87 

19*99  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 


10-76 

i  * 

>> 

if 

•51 

>> 

>  y 

•51 

> » 

f) 

51-28 

Births 
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Birth-rate. — Seventy-eight  Births  were  registered,  as  against  77  in  1906. 

Death-rate. — Forty-two  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  55  in  1906.  With  one  exception  this  is 
the  lowest  death-rate  for  10  years.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease.  The  Cancer  death- 
rate  was  1.7  per  1000.  Of  these  cases  only  three  were  under  65,  and  the  next  was  53.  Two  occurred  in 
the  Savernake  Hospital.  ■* 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  4  deaths  of  children  under  one  year.  The  infantile  death-rate 
is  the  lowest  for  ten  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  only  4  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  daring  the  year,  3  of 
Diphtheria  and  1  of  Erysipelas.  The  three  former  were  isolated  in  the  hospital.  In  all  cases  thorough 
disinfection  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Isolation  Hospital.— -The  Isolation  Hospital  has  worked  well,  but  has  been  less  used  than  for  several 
years  past.  A  better  hot  water  supply  has  been  provided,  and  has  been  a  great  improvement.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggests  improvement  in  the  sanitary  conveniences. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  excellent. 

Sewerage. — The  system  has  been  working  fairly  well.  The  drainage  of  Bridge  Buildings  still  runs 
into  the  river.  Notices  to  connect  these  houses  have  been  served  on  the  owners,  and  plans  made  by  the 
Surveyor  for  carrying  out  the  work  as  soon  as  possible.  The  sewer  for  the  Workhouse  has  been  so 
arranged  as  to  leave  a  junction  for  the  drainage  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  considers  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  provide  w.c.’s  for  this  building  and  to  connect  the 
drainage  with  the  sewer.  The  present  arrangement  for  slop  water  is  not  satisfactory,  especially  as  a 
large  quantity  of  water  for  baths  is  necessary  at  times.  “  There  has  been  some  difficulty  at  the  outfall 
works,  in  consequence  of  the  large  quantity  of  sewage.  This  was  beginning  last  year,  in  consequence  of 
the  contact  beds  being  overworked.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  this.” 

Scavenging. — The  work  is  fairly  satisfactorily  done.  The  use  of  sanitary  dust  bins  is  still  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule. 

Housing. — There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  cottage  property  during  the 
last  few  years.  Many  cottages  have  been  repaired  and  cleansed  and  many  minor  defects  in  the  drainage 
have  been  remedied,  and  old  insanitary  privies  have  been  done  away  with.  But  much  remains  to  be 
done,  especially  in  respect  to  the  last  mentioned.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  I  consider 
these  abominations  to  be  one  of  the  worst  menaces  to  health  mthe  town,  especially  in  hot,  sultry  weather. 
I  consider  it  more  than  a  coincidence  that  the  health  of  the  borough  during  the  last  year  was  exceptionally 
good,  with  a  summer  in  which  there  was  very  little  hot  weather  and  a  large  amount  of  rain.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  on  Corporation  property  there  are  a  great  many  of  these  cess-pit  privies.”  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  has  reported  on  several  in  particular  during  the  year,  and  a  list  of  all  cesspits  remaining  in 
the  borough  has  been  made.  On  July  30th  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  on  the  condition  of 
those  in  Hammond’s  Yard,  stating  his  opinion  that  he  considered  them  a  danger  to  health.  These  have 
been  done  away  with  and  sanitary  w.c.’s  erected  in  their  place. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — One  new  bakehouse  has  been  added  to  the  list.  One  underground 
bakehouse  has  been  inspected  and  a  certificate  granted.  No  nuisance  has  been  reported  either  as  regards 
cleanliness  or  overcrowding.  There  are  6  male  and  11  female  out-workers  working  for  eight  different 
employers  ;  three  of  these  work  out  of  this  district. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  live  on  the  register,  and  these  have  been  kept  in  fairly  good  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  have  been  kept  in  good  condition,  and  limewashing,  &c.,  carried  out 
at  proper  intervals.  At  one  complained  of  last  year  the  drainage  has  been  improved. 
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MELKSHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 
Area,  476  acres. 


Population 
Inhabited  houses  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . 
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Crude  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
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Birth-rate. — Fifty-five  Births  were  registered  as  against  59  in  1906,  and  is  very  much  below  the 


average  for  the  district. 


Death-rate. — Thirty-four  Deaths  were  registered  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  3  occurred  in 
the  Cottage  Hospital  of  persons  from  outside  the  district.  The  death-rate  is  the  lowest  on  record. 
Seven  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Heart  Disease,  4  to  old  age,  4  to  Measles,  1  to  Diphtheria. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Six  Deaths  occurred  in  children  under  1  year  of  age,  or  a  rate  of  109  per 
1000  births.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  Much  too  high  for  a  town  of  this  size  and  character.” 


Infectious  Diseases.— There  were  25  cases  notified,  an  unusually  large  number,  made  up  as  follows: — 
Diphtheria  21,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Erysipelas  1,  Puerperal  Fever  1.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  associated 
with  outbreaks  in  the  neighbouring  villages  of  Holt  and  Shaw.  In  addition  to  these  notifiable  complaints 
Measles  was  epidemic  in  a  severe  form  from  July  to  November,  causing  4  deaths  and  necessitating  the 
closure  of  the  elementary  schools. 

Water  Supply. — The  quality  of  the  water  has  been  excellent,  but  many  complaints  were  made  of 
the  low  pressure,  and  the  frequent  turning  off  without  notice  being  given. 

Sewerage. — All  the  house  connections  with  the  new  sewers  were  completed  during  the  year.  The 
septic  beds  are  still  unfinished. 

Housing. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  not  mention  this  important  subject  in  his  report. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  many  requirements  of  the  Home  Office  were  attended  to. 

Slaughterhouses. — The  7  licensed  premises  were  inspected  quarterly,  and  the  Bye-laws  of  the 
Council  duly  carried  out. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  were  inspected  quarterly  and  found  to  be  kept  in  good  sanitary  con¬ 
dition.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  milk  supply  during  the  diphtheria  epidemic. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  work  entailed  by  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  town  interfered 
with  this  very  important  duty.  Inspections  of  courts,  alleys,  and  tenemented  property  were  made  at 
least  twice  a  year  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


SALISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  I>.  FISON,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  1,700  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house... 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 
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Birth-rate. — The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  district  was  459,  being  7  less  than  in  1906. 
Of  these  237  were  males  and  222  females.  There  were  26  illegitimate  births.  The  birth-rate  was  much 
lower  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years.  The  excess  of  births  over  the  corrected  number  of 
deaths  was  218. 


Death-rate.  —The  number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  the  district  was  327.  This  figure  is  less  than  in 
1905  and  1906.  There  were  87  deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  district,  viz.,  43  Pisherton  Asylum,  8  in 
the  Workhouse,  35  in  Salisbury  Infirmary,  and  1  in  the  Nursing  Home.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths, 
337,  127  occurred  in  public  institutions.  Six  residents  in  the  district  died  outside  the  district. 


Infantile  Mortality. — Thirty-two  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  The  Infantile 
death-rate  is  very  low,  being  almost  half  the  average  for  the  .preceding  10  years.  Of  the  32  deaths  17 
occurred  under  one  month  of  age,  and  12  of  these  under  one  week.  Seven  deaths  occurred  from 
Diarrhoea  between  the  ages  of  1  and  10  months  ;  these  were  possibly  preventible  deaths.  Of  the  7  deaths 
from  Diarrhoea,  5  were  wholly  or  partly  bottle  fed. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Seventy-six  cases  were  notified,  Diphtheria  15,  Scarlet  Fever  45,  Enteric 
Fever  5,  Erysipelas  11.  Three  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  were  brought  into  the  district  for  treatment  at 
the  Salisbury  Infirmary.  No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease.  This  is  most  satisfactory,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  it  is  due  largely  to  the  modern  treatment  by  injection  into  the  system  of 
antitoxin  serum.  The  Council  provided  a  trained  nurse  for  3  cases  that  were  treated  at  home.  Four  of 
the  Enteric  cases  were  brought  into  the  district  for  treatment  at  the  Salisbury  Infirmary,  1  from  Bulford, 
1  from  Charlton  All  Saints,  1  from  Nunton,  and  1  from  Amesbury.  In  the  fifth  case,  though  developing 
in  the  district,  the  source  of  infection  was  undoubtedly  traced  to  a  source  outside  the  district.  Of  the  45 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  89  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  first  of  these  cases  originated 
from  Fisherton  Schools,  and  this  was  followed  by  25  more  of  the  scholars  in  that  school.  Five  more  of 
the  cases  originated  in  the  Fisherton  Ward,  2  of  which  were  related  to  previous  cases. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  scheme  is  now  well  advanced.  The  site  has  been  conveyed  and  plans 
advertised  for.  Of  the  cases  treated  in  the  present  hospital,  ail  were  discharged  with  one  exception  in  a 
normal  state.  Thirteen  of  the  patients  had  slight  complications  incidental  to  the  disease.  The  average 
length  of  stay  in  the  hospital  of  cases  admitted  and  discharged  in  1907  was  40-8  days,  the  same  as  in 
1906.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  hospital  materially  assisted  in  checking  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and 
besides  this  most  of  the  children  left  much  improved  in  health  and  physique. 

Water  Supply.  —From  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  the  sources  of  supply  being  four  in  number,  8  owned 
by  the  Council  and  one  by  a  company  having  Parliamentary  powers.  The  water  supply  per  head  of  the 
population  is  82J  gallons,  11-J-  gallons  per  head  being  for  trade  purposes.  The  supply  in  1906  was  given 
at  21  gallons,  and  for  trade  purposes  16  gallons  per  head. 

Sewerage. — The  work  of  re-sewering  the  district  may  now  be  said  to  be  complete.  Practically  the 
whole  of  the  district  is  drained  into  the  city  sewers  except  where  owing  to  material  difficulties  it  is 
impossible  to  lay  a  drain  to  the  sewer.  The  sewrage  is  treated  by  a  septic  tank  and  continuous  sprinkler 
beds  ;  the  effiuent  from  these  beds  finally  passes  over  secondary  beds  and  the  final  effluent  appears  to  be 
highly  satisfactory  at  present.  There  was  some  aerial  nuisance  from  the  sewage  works,  and  in  April  Dr. 
Rideal  visited  the  works  and  reported  to  the  Council  as  to  its  cause  and  remedy.  Since  the  alterations 
suggested  by  him  have  been  made,  great  improvement  has  resulted.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  further 
experience  this  nuisance  will  shortly  be  non-existent. 

Scavenging. — -The  wdiole  of  the  district  is  scavenged  systematically,  part  by  the  Council  and  part  by 
contract.  The  contractor  has  not  yet  provided  covered  carts  for  the  work.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
censiders  it  desirable  that  the  Council  should  scavenge  the  whole  area  themselves.  In  regard  to 
receptacles  for  house  refuse  and  its  method  of  removal  no  action  has  been  taken,  and  new  houses  are 
being  built  and  occupied  without  any  ashpit,  fixed  or  moveable,  being  provided.  The  refuse  is  burned 
in  a  Horsfall’s  destructor,  which  does  its  work  admirably  and  economically,  and  causes  no  nuisance. 

Housing. — One  hundred  and  ninety-six  house  to  house  inspections  were  made  of  different  streets 
and  properties,  many  nuisances  being  revealed.  Great  scarcity  of  workmen’s  dwellings  exist  throughout 
the  city.  Some  of  the  cottage  properties  in  the  Courts  have  become  very  old  and  in  a  state  almost 
beyond  repair.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated,  81  houses  cleansed  and  repaired,  and  3  houses 
closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Two  hundred  and  eleven  notices  were  served. 
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Disinfection. — Fifty-nine  rooms  were  disinfected  and  cleansed  after  the  removal  to  hospital  or 
recovery  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease.  In  a  few  cases  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  in 
houses  where  infectious  disease  occurred.  These  were  readily  remedied  by  the  owners.  In  a  few 
instances  disinfection  was  carried  out  by  the  Council,  after  fatal  cases  of  Phthisis. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Three  hundred  and  fifty-one  inspections  were  made  of  the  40  factories, 
285  workshops  and  workplaces  and  premises  in  connection  therewith  during  the  year.  Two  factories 
were  closed  and  one  was  moved  outside  the  Borough  boundary.  Twenty-three  notices  for  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  were  served.  The  defects  found  were  want  of  cleanliness,  21  ;  want  of  ventilation,  1  ; 
insufficient,  unsuitable,  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation,  4  ;  other  nuisances,  88. 

There  are  28  bakehouses  and  restaurant  kitchens  on  the  register,  and  75  inspections  were  made  of 
them.  Their  general  condition  was  found  to  be  good. 

Inspections  were  made  where  ice  creams  were  manufactured.  In  some  cases  sanitary  defects  were 
found  to  exist  in  the  drains,  &c.,  and  were  readily  remedied. 

Slaughterhouses. — There  are  18  registered  and  4  licensed  slaughterhouses,  and  1  knacker’s  yard  in 
the  district.  Four  hundred  and  thirtv-four  inspections  were  made.  In  a  few  instances  violation  of  the 
bye-laws  occurred.  These  were  readily  remedied  when  the  occupiers’  attention  was  called  to  them. 

A  special  report  was  made  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  upon  certain  defects  “from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view,”  which  existed  at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses.  Many  of  the  same  defects  exist  at  other 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  the  advantages  of  a  public  slaughterhouse 
removed  from  the  centre  of  the  town  in  the  place  of  many  such  buildings  scattered  about  in 
a  populous  area. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Forty-four  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  are  on  the  register.  One 
hundred  and  ninety-five  visits  were  made,  and  no  nuisance  was  found  thereon.  Early  morning 
inspections  were  made  periodically  of  the  cowsheds  between  4.80  a.m.  and  6  a.m.  to  ascertain  at  the 
time  of  milking,  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows’  udders  and  teats,  and  also  the  hands  of  the  milkers. 
Inspections  were  also  made  between  1.80  and  3  p.m.  Alterations  and  improvements  were  made  on  the 
premises  of  purveyors  of  milk,  dairies,  and  cowsheds. 

General. — A  vast  amount  of  work  has  been  done  towards  improving  the  general  sanitary  condition 
of  houses  and  premises,  and  in  some  cases  large  sums  of  money  have  been  well  expended,  and  there 
appears  to  be  marked  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city. 


SWINDON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S., 


D.P.H. 


Area,  4,265  acres. 
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Birth-rate.  — 1469  Births  were  registered  during  the  year.  This  number  was  practically  the  same 
as  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  is  considerably  above  the  average  for  the  past  decade.  The  Birth-rate 
calculated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  a  population  of  51,000,  works  out  at  28-8  per  1000  of  the 
population,  which  is  a  few  decimal  points  above  the  10  yearly  average,  and  is  above  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  great  towns  of  England. 
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Death-rate. — 639  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  510  in  1906.  This  is  the  highest  recorded 
number  in  the  last  decade,  and  is  considerably  above  the  average  (543).  The  annual  Death-rate  (crude) 
is  12-5,  and  the  corrected  rate  12-3.  The  10-yearly  average  is  1.1*4.  The  cause  of  this  heavy  mortality 
is  due  to  exceptional  mortality  in  certain  diseases,  49  deaths  from  Measles  being  registered  as  against  1 
in  the  previous  year,  76  deaths  from  Phthisis,  more  than  double  the  number  registered  in  1906,  while 
deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  were  largely  in  excess.  Deaths  from  premature  birth  were  also 
increased  by  nearly  100  per  cent.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  while  deploring  the  increased 
mortality  for  1907,  says  in  his  annual  report:  “It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  it  is  to  an  extent 
accidental,  and  does  not  arise  from  local  existing  causes  or  insanitary  conditions.” 

Infantile  Mortality. — 135  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  were  registered  in  the  district. 
The  proportion  which  the  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  bear  to  1000  registered  births  is  91  -8.  The 
average  for  the  preceding  10  years  was  110-3.  Forty-two  Deaths  occurred  in  children  in  the  first  week 
of  life,  and  the  total  deaths  during  the  first  month  numbered  57.  Of  this  mortality  29  were  due  to 
prematurity,  and  18  to  wasting  diseases.  Zymotic  diseases  accounted  for  10  deaths,  diarrhceral  diseases 
11,  and  diseases  of  the  longs  27  deaths.  Much  of  this  disease  was  preventable,  and  on  that  account  to 
be  regretted.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  :  “  Though  the  Infant  Mortality  is  comparatively  low 
in  Swindon,  I  still  think  the  Local  Authority  will  do  well  to  adopt  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 
seeing  that  many  of  the  deaths  which  do  occur  in  children  newly-born  are  due  to  distinctly  preventable 
causes.” 

Infectious  Diseases. — Measles  were  prevalent  with  epidemic  incidence  in  several  parts  of  the  town 
during  the  year.  With  regard  to  the  excess  of  deaths  from  lung  diseases,  it  is  probably  due  to  fatalities 
from  the  sequelie  of  Measles,  seeing  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  5  years 
of  age. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  there  has  been  a  very  considerably  lessened  incidence  of 
notifiable  infectious  disease.  Scarlet  Fever  is  still  diminishing  as  compared  with  previous  years,  but  it 
is  due  to  the  diminution  of  Diphtheria  that  the  principal  reduction  in  the  totalis  due.  Only  73  cases  of 
this  disease  were  notified  as  compared  with  136  in  the  previous  year.  Out  of  a  total  of  257  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  182  were  among  children  attending  the  elementary  and  other  schools  of 
the  town.  The  maximum  intensity  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  and  the 
minimum  was  reached  in  December.  Seventy  per  cent  of  the  cases  were  in  children  between  the  ages 
of  5  and  15  years,  and  consequently  in  attendance  at  the  elementary  schools  in  the  town. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says :  “1  think  it  very  possible  that  the  medical  inspection  of  school 
children  will  do  something  towards  reducing  the  risk  of  infection  by  the  education  which  will  be 
imparted  in  the  homes  of  the  children  by  the  school  nurse,  who  is  bound  eventually  to  be  appointed  by 
even  the  most  laggard  local  authority.  The  practice  which  exists  of  keeping  a  child  at  school  when 
obviously  out  of  sorts  ought  to  be  decried.  The  proper  place  for  an  ailing  child  is  home,  where  he 
cannot  prove  a  source  of  danger  to  others  should  he  be  suffering  from  an  infectious  ailment  which 
cannot  be  detected.” 

The  percentage  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  were  isolated  in  the  town  is  very  large. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  there  should  be  some  supervision  of  the  Sunday  Schools. 
“It  is  in  this  direction  some  action  should  be  taken  to  avert  a  danger  which  has  probably  never  been 
properly  appreciated.” 

Of  the  73  cases  of  Diphtheria,  66  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment.  Oniy  5 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified,  2  of  these  were  evidently  contracted  outside  the  Borough  area. 

Tuberculosis. — There  has  been  a  somewhat  remarkable  increase  in  the  mortality  from  Phthisis 
during  the  year.  This  mortality  of  course  may  be  accidental,  and  may  not  occur  again.  The  North 
Ward  has  the  highest  mortality,  and  there  are  streets  and  localities  in  this  Ward  which  are  particularly 
unsuited  through  want  of  light  and  air,  for  the  residence  of  phthisical  persons.  During  the  year  the 
beds  at  the  Winsley  Sanatorium  maintained  by  the  Corporation  of  Swindon  have  been  fully  occupied. 
There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  4  of  the  patients  from  Swindon  under  treatment. 

River  Pollution. — During  the  summer  and  autumn  months  of  the  year  the  condition  of  the  Wilts 
and  Berks  Canal  was  such  as  to  be  the  subject  of  considerable  complaint  as  to  the  section  which  runs 
through  the  Borough.  In  August  the  state  of  the  Canal  w7as  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health 
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Committee,  and  an  inspection  of  the  canal  from  Marsh  Farm  bridge  to  the  bridge  on  the  Wootton 
Bassett  road  -was  made.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  presented  a  special  report  on  the  subject ;  a  copy 
of  this,  by  the  way,  was  not  sent  to  the  County  Council.  The  report  says  :  “  The  condition  of  the 
Canal,  in  its  passage  through  the  the  town,  is  worse  this  year  than  at  any  previous  time,  and  many 
complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Borough  Officials  of  the  smell  arising  from  if.  The  towing  paths 
are  used  as  public  thoroughfares,  and  in  addition  to  being  thus  used,  they  are  at  various  times  of  the 
day  the  playgrounds  of  hundreds  of  children,  who  fish  in  and  explore  the  evil-smelling  waters  of  the 
Canal.  While  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  endemic  conditions  of  disease,  infectious  or  otherwise, 
directly  to  the  Canal,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  a  continuance  of  the  nuisance  must  in  time  have 
a  lowering  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  more  especially  those  whose  fortune  it 
is  to  live  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  The  mere  fact  that  so  many  children  are  by  circumstances  compelled 
to  remain  for  lengthy  periods  of  time  on  its  borders  is  in  itself  a  danger  which  might  at  any  time  become 
acute.” 

It  was  decided  to  clean  out  the  section  of  the  Canal  reported  on,  and  the  Borough  Surveyor  was 
instructed  to  prepare  estimates  for  the  work,  wffiich  is  to  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  possible. 

Water  Supply.— The  rainfall  during  1907  measured  27'72  inches,  the  average  for  the  past  10  years 
being  25-70  inches.  There  has  been  an  abundant  supply  of  water  throughout  the  year.  The  supplies 
have  been  drawn  from  the  Wroughton  Works  supplemented  by  Ogbourne  water  in  the  months  of  July 
to  November.  The  water,  which  is  examined  chemically  and  bacterially  every  month,  has  been  of  an 
average  good  quality  throughout  the  year.  The  daily  consumption  is  increasing  and  is  nowT  estimated  at 
675,000  gallons  per  diem.  The  consumption  per  unit  of  population  is  a  little  over  18  gallons.  It 
would  seem  that  under  normal  conditions  a  reliable  supply  of  good  water  has  now7  been  provided  for  the 
town  for  many  years  to  come. 

Sewerage. — The  sum  of  F15,000,  wffiich  w7as  the  subject  of  an  enquiry  in  1906,  has  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  money  has  been  applied  during  the  year  for  the  purposes  of 
(1)  The  completion  of  the  new7  outfall  sewer  from  the  brook  in  Ferndale  Road  to  the  Rodbourne  Sewrage 
Farm  ;  (2)  The  construction  of  the  new  main  sewTer  from  the  Mall  to  the  main  sewTer  in  Park  Lane. 
The  third  scheme  of  a  new7  outfall  sew7er  from  Westlecott  Road  to  Broome  Farm  has  not  yet  been 
commenced.  The  sewer  at  the  Wellington  Street  end  of  Haydon  Street,  which  has  been  a  cause  of 
nuisance,  has  been  relaid.  New7  sewrnrs  in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  Drove  Road  and 
The  Mall  building  estates  have  been  laid  by  the  respective  owners  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Corporation  Staff. 

The  Broome  Sewage  Farm  is  some  150  acres  in  extent,  and  120  acres  of  wffiich  are  available  for 
irrigation  purposes.  The  effluent  is  reported  to  be  a  sterile  one,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
during  the  year  as  to  its  quality. 

At  the  Rodbourne  Farm,  wffiich  receives  the  great  bulk  of  the  sewrage  of  the  town  of  Sw7indon, 
improvements  in  the  filtering  plant  have  been  effected  during  the  year.  The  high-level  filter  beds  have 
been  enlarged  to  2|  acres  and  relaid.  A  good  effluent  has  now  been  turned  out.  During  the  year  the 
River  Ray  has  been  cleaned  out  fron  Tadpole  Bridge  to  the  Rodbourne  Farm  at  a  cost  of  T500,  The 
deposit  from  the  River  wTas  placed  on  the  banks,  from  wffience  it  wras  removed  by  the  neighbouring- 
farmers. 

Housing. — There  are  11,490  houses  which  are  actually  inhabited  and  which  do  not  include  the 
voids  and  those  which  are  occupied  only  during  the  day.  There  are  indications  that  probably  the 
expansion  of  the  population  wffiich  has  taken  place  for  many  years,  has  for  the  time  reached  its  limit. 
The  number  of  void  houses  is  increasing  in  the  tov7n,  and  building  has  not  been  brisk.  The  staple 
industry  of  the  tow  n  has  not  been  giving  any  excess  of  employment,  but  has  on  the  other  hand  dispensed 
with  a  certain  amount  of  labour.  All  this  is  an  indication  that  the  population  of  Swindon  has  not 
during  the  year  increased  in  undue  proportion.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  that  in 
estimating  the  population  of  the  Borough  at  51,000  persons,  he  is  making  a  liberal  estimate,  and  one 
which  will  be  found  fairly  accurate. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  has  been  an  increase  under  the  various  classifications  as 
compared  with  1906,  as  follows  : — Workshops,  from  283  to  315,  Domestic  ditto  from  49  to  61,  Laundries 
from  3  to  4,  Workplaces  428  to  553.  The  results  of  the  inspection  of  these  places  are  satisfactory,  and 
the  notices  served  under  the  various  sections  have  been  complied  with.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 


retail  bakehouses  is  also  satisfactory,  and  the  few  notices  served  received  attention.  There  are  553 
outworkers  employed,  as  against  689  in  1906,  and  441  premises  have  been  inspected.  A  certain  number 
of  sanitary  defects  have,  during  the  year,  been  reported  to  the  local  authority  by  H.M.  Inspectors,  which 
defects  have  been  remedied  on  the  usual  preliminary  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Slaughterhouses. — The  Slaughterhouses  of  the  town  have  been  continuously  inspected  throughout 
the  year.  On  the  whole  there  has  not  been  much  cause  for  complaint,  and  the  bye-laws  regulating  the 
periodic  limewashing  of  premises  and  the  removal  of  offal  and  refuse  have  been  duly  enforced.  No 
fresh  licenses  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  have  been  made,  as  far  as  possible,  when  slaughtering  was  going  on, 
but  as  slaughtering  is  more  or  less  carried  on  on  one  stated  day  in  the  week,  it  is  obviously  impossible  to 
be  present  in  all  cases.  The  trade  has  improved  generally.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says:  “  To 
say  the  £  slink  ’  trade  is  a  thing  of  the  past  in  Swindon  would,  I  am  afraid,  be  inaccurate,  and  there  are 
still  agencies  at  work  both  in  and  outside  the  town  which  are  ever  ready  to  receive  and  dispose  of  meat 
that  would  not  pass  inspection.” 

Bakehouses.— There  has  been  no  addition  to  the  number  of  Bakehouses  during  the  year.  There 
are  at  the  present  time  51  in  the  town,  and  all  have  been  under  inspection  and  the  regulations  as  to 
limewashing  and  cleansing  carried  out.  There  is  a  growing  tendency  in  the  town  towards  the  substitution 
of  machinery  for  hand  labour  in  bread-making,  and  ali  the  more  important  bakeries  are  now  equipped 
with  modern  machinery.  There  is  only  one  really  underground  bakehouse  in  the  Borougli,  and  it  is  open 
to  no  objection  whatever. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  16  Dairy  Farms  in  the  area  of  the  Borough.  All  have  been 
under  inspection  during  the  year,  and  the  “  Orders  ”  regulating  them  enforced.  Some  of  the  farms  at 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  parish  are  without  a  reliable  water  supply,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Council  whether  or  not  the  town  water  supply  may  not  with  advantage  be  carried  to 
the  Borough  boundary  in  this  direction.  A  considerable  proportion  of  the  milk  raised  in  the  Borough 
is  disposed  of  locally,  and  the  remainder  goes  to  London  daily.  There  are  between  70  and  80  milk 
purveyors  in  the  town,  and  it  has  been  found  advisable  to  obtain  some  augmented  powers  to  deal  with 
the  conditions  in  which  milk  is  kept  for  sale.  New  bye-laws  have  been  framed,  and  having  been  approved 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  will  shortly  come  into  force. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — House  to  house  inspection  has  been  carried  on  to  a  limited  extent  during  the 
year.  Without  a  very  considerable  addition  to  the  number  of  the  staff,  it  is  not  possible  to  in  any  way 
adequately  carry  out  this  important  work.  The  enormous  bulk  of  the  inspections  made  during  the  year 
were  in  the  direction  of  supervision  of  work  undertaken  in  the  remedying  of  sanitary  defects.  Evidence 
is  continually  being  obtained  of  almost  incredible,  and  one  might  fairly  say  criminal,  negligence  on  the 
part  of  those  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  sanitary  work.  The  known  necessity  for,  and  the  great 
importance  of  this  class  of  inspection,  must  therefore  justify  the  time  expended  over  it  by  the  officials. 
The  testing  of  house  drains  which  is  insisted  on  where  certain  infectious  diseases  occur  is  sometimes  resented 
by  property  owners.  It  would,  however,  seem  that  the  property  owner  should  consider  himself  under  an 
obligation  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  advising  him,  without  fee  or  reward,  as  to  the  soundness  of  the 
drains  on  his  property. 

Several  sections  of  the  Swindon  Corporation  Act,  1904,  are  proving  to  be  a  boon  to  the  Health 
Department,  and  a  special  feature  is  that  the- authority  are  notified  by  the  builders  when  they  are  called 
in  to  do  repairs  to  drains,  etc.,  other  than  those  that  are  done  to  comply  with  notices. 

6,717  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  a  number  rather  less  than  that  for  1906. 

The  food  destroyed  was  slightly  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  and  included  a  large  quantity  of  fish. 
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TROWBRIDGE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — JAMES  PE  ARSE,  M.D. 


Area,  2,126  acres. 
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Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
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Crude  Death-rate 
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Birth-rate. — Two  hundred  and  sixty-three  Births  were  registered,  130  males  and  188  females, 
birth-rate  is  higher  than  has  prevailed  for  a  considerable  time.  There  were  9  illegitimate  births. 


The 


Death-rate. — One  hundred  and  forty-nine  Deaths  occurred  in  the  district.  To  these  figures  must 
be  added  the  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  institutions  outside  the  district,  viz.,  1  in  Bath  Hospital, 
17  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  and  4  in  the  County  Asylum,  thus  bringing  the  total  number  of  deaths  to 
171.  Twenty-seven  of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  district  were  of  individuals  over  80  years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Twenty-four  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year.  The  causes  of  death 
in  these  cases  were  Diarrhoea  4,  Premature  Birth  4,  Congenital  Defects  2,  Marasmus  2,  Tabes  Mesenterica 
1,  Convulsions  1,  Bronchitis  6,  Pneumonia  4.  The  proportion  of  deaths  from  these  latter  two  causes 
is  very  high. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Sixty-three  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  viz.,  Diphtheria  30, 
Scarlet  Fever  16,  Enteric  Fever  8,  Continued  Fever  1,  Puerperal  Fever  1,  and  Erysipelas  7.  Diphtheria 
has  been  persistently  present  for  some  years  past.  The  most  serious  outbreak  of  the  disease  occurred  in 

January,  and  was  a  continuation  of  the  epidemic  of  1906  ;  since  then  the  cases  have  been  more  sporadic. 

No  part  of  the  town  has  been  specially  affected  more  than  another.  Multiple  cases  have  occurred  in  four 
houses,  the  several  instances  showing  2,  3,  8,  and  4  cases  each.  Scarlet  Fever  shows  a  considerably 
diminished  prevalence.  There  was  a  small  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever.  There  was  no  concentration  of 
the  cases  in  any  one  portion  of  the  town,  but  they  wrere  scattered  over  the  whole  area.  The  outbreak 

could  not  be  traced  to  the  milk  supply,  neither  was  there  any  evidence  of  food  contamination.  Two  of 

the  cases  terminated  fatally.  The  last  serious  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  1896,  when  there 
w7ere  14  cases.  Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  necessitated  the  closure  of 
St.  Thomas’s  Infant  School.  The  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  registered  wrere : — Scarlet  Fever  1, 
Diphtheria  10,  Enteric  Fever  2,  Continued  Fever  1.  Five  of  the  deaths  from  Diphtheria  were,  however, 
of  patients  from  outside  the  district  who  died  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital. — During  the  year  there  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  from  the 
town  of  Trowbridge  19  cases  of  Diphtheria,  14  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  of  Continued 
Fever.  This  hospital  has  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  district,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  death-rate  from 
both  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  would  have  been  higher  but  for  the  careful  nursing  which  patients 
have  been  enabled  to  receive  in  this  institution. 

Water  Supply. — The  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  directed  special  attention  to  the  water  supply,  and 
samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological  analysis,  and  an  unfavourable  report  received  from  the  University 
College  Laboratory,  Bristol.  The  Medical  Officer  of.  Health  says:  “Now  the  district  is  practically 
dependent  upon  the  Water  Company,  and  its  influence  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  good  or  evil  is 
potent.  For  this  very  reason  the  supply  should  be  above  suspicion,  and  I  could  wish  that  the  Directors 
had  more  explicitly  allayed  the  uneasiness  which  has  arisen.  The  statement  made  by  the  Water 
Company,  that  the  samples  are,  from  a  bacteriological  point  of  view,  satisfactory,  evidently  refers 
to  samples  taken  at  the  time  of  Professor  Woodhead’s  visit,  but  throws  no  light  on  former  samples 
taken  at  the  time  of  our  investigation.  I  am  prepared  to  accept  Professor  Woodhead’s  report  on  these 
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later  samples,  but  I  must  also  take  Professor  Kent’s  reports  as  indicating  the  former  occurrence  of  surface 
contamination.  If  such  contamination  was  temporary  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  but  if  it  has 
occurred  once  there  must  always  be  an  atmosphere  of  uncertainty  unless  we  are  assured  that  steps 
have  been  taken  which  can  definitely  prevent  recurrence.” 

Sewerage. — The  works  are  not  sufficiently  complete  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  town  sewage,  and 
although  the  dry  weather  flow  was  dealt  with  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  pumping  plant  wras 
found  insufficient  to  deal  with  the  storm  water  and  the  excessive  amount  of  road  detritus  and  sludge 
caused  thereby.  The  greater  part  of  the  town  sewage  was  again  diverted  into  the  river  in  June.  A  scheme 
for  dealing  with  the  surface  water  and  road  detritus  separately  from  the  foul  sewers,  and  for  a  sludge¬ 
lifting  plant,  has  now  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  when  these  works  are 
carried  out  it  is  hoped  that  the  works  will  then  be  efficient,  and  be  able  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  town 
sewage. 

Housing. — Forty-four  houses  were  erected,  five  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  31  cleansed  and  white¬ 
washed.  Two  hundred  and  ninety  visits  of  house  to  house  inspections  were  made,  a  number  of  nuisances 
being  thus  brought  to  light  and  remedied.  The  most  obvious  refer  to  the  sanitary  arrangements  which 
are  often  unsatisfactory,  where  conveniences  are  used  in  common  by  more  than  one  household.  Many 
of  the  house  drains  have  been  found  to  be  insanitary,  and  these  have  been  relaid  in  42  instances.  Seven 
cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  sanitary  provisions  of  the  common 
lodging  house  have  been  improved  during  the  year.  Considerable  supervision  is  required  to  keep  this  in 
adequate  repair,  but  the  general  conditions  of  cleanliness  are  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —  One  hundred  and  twenty  factories,  workshops,  &c.,  are  under  observation. 
No  serious  breaches  of  the  Act  have  occurred,  but  the  following  nuisances  have  been  remedied  : — Defective 
gullies  2,  defective  w.c.  pans  2,  defective  w.c.’s  7,  defective  drains  2,  defective  floor  1.  Twelve  lists  of 
outworkers  have  been  received,  comprising  workers  in  wearing  apparel  15,  glove  making  103,  rag 
stripping  32. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  number  on  the  register  is  39.  The  conditions  of  these  have  improved 
considerably  in  recent  years.  In  some  the  improvement  is  very  marked  and  satisfactory,  in  others  there 
is  still  much  to  be  desired.  The  following  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  : — Want  of  limewashing  18, 
accumulation  of  manure  11,  deficient  cleanliness  2,  defective  flooring  2,  defective  gullies  2. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  I.  FLOWER,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  6,564  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — 110  Births  were  registered.  The  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births’ 
Act  was  considered  by  the  Council,  and  they  considered  the  adoption  of  the  Act  was  unnecessary  in  a 
semi-Rural  district. 

Death-rate. — The  deaths  of  76  persons  were  registered,  but  from  this  number  must  be  deducted  the 
deaths  of  six  persons — 2  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  3  in  the  Workhouse,  and  1  non-resident,  a  visitor  to 
the  town.  The  death-rate  is  very  much  lower  than  that  for  the  year  1906.  The  ages  of  death  ranged 
from  one  day  to  91  years,  and  the  deaths  of  14  persons  over  80  years  were  registered. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — Five  children  died  under  the  age  of  1  year  a  marked  decrease  on  the 
number  for  1906. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  Diphtheria,  16  ;  Scarlet  Fever,  2  ; 
Erysipelas,  2.  An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  the  end  of  1906,  which  continued  until  the  year 
1907.  The  district  was  almost  entirely  free  from  Diphtheria  for  many  years  till  October,  1906,  since  then 
the  total  has  amounted  to  26  cases. 

Isolation  Hospital. — “  The  presence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  in  the  town  has  opened  our 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  present  Isolation  Hospital  is  not  adapted  for  the  treatment  of  both  diseases  at 
the  same  time,  and  quite  lately  I  had  to  discharge  a  case  of  Diphtheria,  before  convalesence,  to  admit  a 
family  of  children  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I  made  a  report  on 
this  matter,  and  explained  the  risk  they  were  running  in  not  having  proper  accommodation  for  both 
diseases.  I  think  I  may  say  that  the  Council,  as  a  whole,  were  quite  in  agreement  that  a  change  was 
necessary,  and  the  matter  was  deferred  for  a  month  for  further  consideration.” 

Water  Supply.— The  water  supply  has  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety  during  the  year,  and  in  the 
dry  weather  there  was  such  a  shortage  of  water  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  keep  up  a  continuous 
supply.  The  cause  of  this  shrinkage  of  the  springs  is  difficult  to  explain,  as  the  rainfall  during  the  last 
few  years  has  been  little  below  the  average.  The  Council  have  under  their  consideration  means  for 
augmenting  the  supply,  but  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  determine  the  most  suitable  way  of  meeting  the 
difficulty,  but  they  fully  recognise  the  necessity  of  reducing  to  a  minimum  the  possibility  of  there  being 
a  shortage  of  water  during  a  very  dry  season.  An  analysis  of  the  water  continues  to  show  a  high 
degree  of  purity. 

Sewerage. — Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  condition  of  the  sewage  farm  and  at  the 
pumping  station,  at  the  latter  place  a  new  suction  gas  plant  has  been  erected,  by  means  of  which  the 
sewage  can  be  pumped  to  the  high  level  at  all  times.  The  under  draining  of  the  Sewage  Farm  has 
proved  a  great  success,  and  has  much  improved  the  condition  of  the  farm.  About  8  acres  of  the  old 
Sewage  Farm,  situated  close  to  the  pumping  station,  is  about  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
treating  the  storm  overflow7. 

Housing. — The  cottage  accommodation  is  fairly  good,  but  there  are  three  or  four  yards  in  the  town 
containing  cottages  of  a  very  inferior  type.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  the  supply  is  equal  to 
the  demand,  but  has  little  doubt  but  that  a  few  superior  cottages  would  readily  let. 

•  Factories  and  Workshops. — Endeavours  are  made  to  inspect  each  workshop  at  least  once  a 
year.  During  the  year  all  the  outworkers’  premises  were  visited  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No  case 
of  an  infectious  nature  has  been  reported  on  outworkers’  premises. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  19  purveyors  of  milk,  and  6  persons  who  keep  cows  for  private 
use.  Of  the  19  purveyors,  4  send  their  milk  away,  7  serve  milk  out  in  the  town  by  milk  carts,  and  a 
few  carry  milk  round  or  supply  customers  calling.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  inspected  twice  a  year. 
These  inspections  are  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  make  cow  keepers  more  careful  as  to  the  state  of 
their  cowsheds  and  dairies,  as  they  do  not  like  it  to  be  known  that  their  dairies  are  not  what  they  ought 
to  be.  There  is  undoubtedly  room  for  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the  majority  of  the  cowsheds, 
many  of  which  are  ill-ventilated  and  badly  paved,  and  during  the  winter  months  were  not  sufficiently 
supplied  with  litter,  but  this  does  not  apply  to  the  larger  dairies. 

The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected.  No  complaints  have  been  made  about 
their  condition.  Occasionally  lime- washing  is  required. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  to  his  Council  on  the  nuisance  arising  from  a  fish-frying 
business. 

Sanitary  Bequirements  of  District  and  Suggestions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. — A 
disinfector  for  clothes  and  bedding.  Alterations  in  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  not  suitable  for  treat¬ 
ment  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  simultaneously. 
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WESTBUHY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — WALTER  H.  REED,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  3,599  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Beatli-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


( Census  1901) 

y  y 
y  y 


3805 

802 

4*12 

23*75 

18-47 

•56 

•87 

98-76 


per  1000  of 

y  y 
yy 
yy 
yy 


(■ Census  1891)  3341 

„  1072 

3-11 

( Es  tim  a  ted )  Po pul  at  ion 

yy  yy 


y  y 
y  y 


Births 


y  y 
yy 


Birth-rate. — Eighty-one  Births  were  registered  as  against  80  in  1906. 


Death-rate. — Sixty-three  Deaths  were  registered  as  against  65  in  1906. 


Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  8  deaths  amongst  children  under  one  year,  a  rate  exceeding  that 
for  1906. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Nine  cases  only  have  been  notified,  Diphtheria,  2 ;  Erysipelas,  3  ;  Scarlet 
Fever,  3;  Enteric  Fever,  1.  Both  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
and  were  discharged  cured.  A  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  also  removed  to  the  Hospital.  It  was  a  very 
mild  case,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  congratulates  his  Council  on  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
recurrence  of  these  cases.  There  was  a  serious  epidemic  of  Measles — November  and  December — and  all 
the  7  schools  in  the  area  were  closed  for  a  period  of  from  4  to  6  weeks. 

Water  Supply. — Supplies  of  water  from  the  town  mains  have  been  laid  on  to  24  houses  and  one 
factory  during  the  year. 

Sewerage. — Two  new  fifteen  inch  sewers  have  been  laid,  one  at  Smallbridge  and  one  at  Eden  Vale 
Road,  and  25  new  drains  and  drains  re-laid  to  houses. 

Housing. — Fourteen  new  houses  have  been  erected,  an  increase  of  6  over  the  preceding  year.  No 
cases  of  overcrowding  were  noted.  No  house  to  house  inspections  took  place. 

Scavenging  is  not  undertaken  by  the  District  Council  in  any  part.  Privies  and  Cess-pits  are 
cleansed  by  the  tenants. 

Factories  and  Workshops. —  Factories,  workshops,  and  bakehouses,  numbering  28,  are  under 
inspection.  Twenty-four  notices  dealing  with  various  sanitary  defects  were  served  during  the  year,  and 
the  requirements  duly  enforced. 


WILTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  H.  STRATON,  L.R.C.P.,  L.S.Sc.,  Durham. 
Area,  1,915  acres. 


Population  ...  ...  ...  (Census  1901) 

2203 

( Census  1891)  2120 

Inhabited  houses 

y  y 

518 

„  480 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

yy 

4-25 

„  4-41 

Birth-rate 

*  •  • 

21-45  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

12-87 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

•42 

>  >  >> 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

•42 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

•  •  • 

60-00 

Births 

Birth-rate.— Fifty  Births  were  registered, 

21  males  and  29  females.  Of  these  2  males  and  1  female 

were  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate  is  above  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 
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Death-rate. — The  Deaths  were  80 — 7  males  and  28  females.  The  death-rate  is  above  the  average 
for  the  past  10  years.  No  death  occurred  from  any  notifiable  infectious  disease,  and  only  1  from 
Phthisis. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  under  one  year  were  8,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  60 
per  1000  births  registered,  considerably  below  the  rate  for  1906. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-nine  cases  were  notified,  as  against  86  in  1906.  Nineteen  were  cases 
of  Diphtheria,  7  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  8  of  Erysipelas.  None  of  these  cases  proved  fatal. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  was  examined  on  4  occasions,  and  each  analysis  proved  satisfactory. 
The  water  from  the  town  mains  is  supplied  to  586  houses  ;  there  are  18  houses  too  remote  from  the 
mains  to  be  reached,  and  these  have  wells  and  rain  tanks. 

Sewerage. — The  new  sewers  were  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  high  level  of  the  sub¬ 
soil  water  having  presented  enormous  engineering  difficulties.  A  small  portion  of  the  town  drains  into 
the  new  sewer,  and  the  new  pumping  station  has  been  used  a  short  time  every  day  in  delivering  to  the 
Bemerton  system.  The  main  body  of  the  sewage  still  passes  through  the  old  pipes. 

Housing. — No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  Two  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
Twenty-seven  houses  were  cleaned  and  whitewashed  during  the  year,  3  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred 
and  were  abated,  27  faulty  drains  were  remedied,  16  defective  sinks  and  waste  pipes,  11  w.c.’s  repaired, 
and  6  additional  closets  provided,  and  refuse  has  been  removed  from  42  houses.  Three  factory  chimneys 
have  been  under  observation  for  smoke  nuisance. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Fifteen  factories  and  workshops  were  inspected,  8  certified  for  lime¬ 
washing,  and  7  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Six  dairies  were  under  observation.  2  animals  kept  in  an  insanitary 
.condition  were  ordered  to  be  removed. 
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PART  III. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


AMESBURY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  EDDOWES,  M.R.C.S. 
Area,  63,453  acres. 


Population 

( Census  1901) 

8268 

(Census  1891)  6878 

Inhabited  houses 

...  , , 

1668 

„  1566 

A veraye  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4-96 

„  4-39 

Birth-rate 

...  ... 

28*42  per 

1000  of  ( 

f-  tirnated)  Population 

Crude  Death-rate 

...  ... 

12-76 

>> 

>> 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

...  ... 

•82 

>  5  .  >5 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•64 

>> 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 

...  ... 

49-05 

Births 

Birth-rate. — Two  hundred  and 

sixty-five  Births  were  registered, 

140  males  and  125  females,  as 

against  275  in  1906. 

Death-rate. — There  were  119  Deaths  registered.  Thirteen  were  over  60  years  of  age  and  under  70, 
26  over  70  and  under  80,  and  18  over  80  and  upwards,  2  reaching  the  advanced  age  of  90  and  95. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  18  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  considerably  fewer 
than  in  1906. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-two  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  7  from  the  Amesbury 
district,  6  from  the  Orcheston  district,  and  9  from  the  Winterbourne  district.  There  was  1  case  of 
Diphtheria,  1  of  Erysipelas,  17  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  8  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  3  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
occurred  in  a  house  at  Durrington,  one  ending  fatally.  “  These  cases  were  undoubtedly  contracted  by 
insanitary  surroundings  and  a  polluted  well.  As  I  reported  to  your  Board  in  a  special  letter,  in  July,  I 
wrote  at  once  to  the  owner  of  the  property,  as  to  the  serious  condition  of  the  premises.  I  have  since 
ascertained  that  the  house  has  been  putin  a  sanitary  condition  and  a  new  well  sunk.”  Measles  was  very 
prevalent  at  Tilshead,  in  June,  which  necessitated  closing  the  National  School  for  a  fortnight ;  also  at 
Newton  Toney  during  November,  the  school  being  closed  for  3  weeks.  In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
the  houses,  cottages,  and  schools  were  disinfected,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 

Water  Supply. — During  the  year  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  from  the  villages  of 
Porton,  Durrington,  Cholderton,  and  Idmiston.  With  the  exception  of  Durrington  they  were  all  satisfactory. 
The  tenants  of  3  cottages  at  Idmiston  were  found  using  water  from  a  dipping  place  in  the  river,  which 
was  constantly  fouled  by  cattle  and  surface  drainage,  as  the  well  provided  was  not  sunk  low  enough  to 
give  a  sufficient  supply.  All  that  is  required  is  to  sink  the  well  below  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  has 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  landlord.  The  water  supply  of  the  farm  at  Gomeldon,  was  found 
polluted,  and  a  new  well  has  been  sunk. 

Sewerage. — The  drainage  works  at  Amesbury  are  nearly  completed. 

Housing. — Nine  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  principally  cottages  and  bungalows. 
Twenty-three  houses  were  cleansed  and  whitewashed,  12  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  1  closed  as  unfit  for 
habitation.  Six  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred  and  were  abated. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Twenty-three  persons  only  are  reported  as  being  engaged  in  the  milk  trade 
and  are  on  the  register  and  under  supervision. 

Slaughterhouses,  Bakehouses,  &c.,  have  been  inspected,  all  of  which  were  generally  satisfactory. 
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BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  J.  A.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Area,  i6,6g8  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


(Census  1901)  5071  (Census  1891)  5408 

„  1134  „  1153 

„  4-47  „  4-69 

23*61  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 


13*76 

>> 

>> 

1*43 

*82 

78*26 

Births 

Birth-rate. — There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  Birth-rate,  115  as  against  109  for  1906.  There  were 
58  males  and  57  females.  There  were  3  illegitimate  births. 


Death-rate. — Sixty-eight  Deaths  were  registered.  Thirty-two  deaths  occurred  over  the  age  of  60 
years.  Measles  and  Diphtheria  each  caused  3  deaths,  all  the  former  being  under  5  years,  and  the  latter 
under  15  years. 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year,  viz.,  9,  was  slightly  lower  than  the 
average  for  the  past  10  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Fifty-four  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  40  Diphtheria,  13  Scarlet  Fever,  1 
Erysipelas.  Thirty  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Holt,  3  at  Broughton,  and  3  at  Great  Chalfield.  Six 
deaths  occurred,  3  amongst  the  14  nursed  at  home  and  3  amongst  the  26  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  All  were  from  heart  failure  due  to  toxcemia,  and  preceded  by  uncontrolable  vomiting. 
Regarding  the  outbreak  in  September  (36  cases),  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  September  was  a  hot 
dry  month  with  only  -92  rainfall,  during  which  the  ditches  were  soaked  with  sewage,  the  smells  arising 
from  which  contributed  to  assist  the  complaint  very  materially  by  lowering  the  vitality  of  the  children, 
and  and  so  tending  to  increase  their  liability  to  contract  disease.  Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  4  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  the  whole  13  recovered.  There  was  also  a  severe  outbreak  of 
Measles  at  South  Wraxall,  Westwood,  and  Broughton.  The  cases  at  Broughton  were  very  severe,  many 
being  hoemorrhagic  in  character.  There  were  3  deaths  from  Measles.  Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza 
were  prevalent  during  the  year. 

Drainage. — Drainage  and  scavenging  are  at  present  absent,  though  after  many  schemes  and  inquiries 
plans  are  at  last  being  passed  for  the  drainage  of  Holt,  and  the  work  is  in  hand,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be 
finished  before  the  year  1908  is  ended.  The  rest  of  the  area  is  supplied  by  cesspits,  mostly  loose  steined. 
Some  of  the  villages  could  be  easily  drained,  as  they  lie  on  the  sides  of  hills,  but  the  cost  is  prohibitive. 


Water  Supply. — Some  scheme  of  water  supply  for  South  Wraxall  is  urgently  needed,  as  most  of  the 
wells  are  shallow  and  run  dry  in  the  summer.  A  scheme  for  Westwood  is  still  under  consideration. 

Housing. — Two  new  houses  have  been  erected,  one  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  one  closed  as  unfit 
for  habitation  for  a  time. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Cowsheds  all  over  the  district  are  in  better  order,  floors  are  kept  cleaner,  and 
the  walls  more  often  whitewashed.  The  yards  are  in  better  condition. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— There  are  17  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district,  Feather  picking 
is  done  in  some  of  the  cottages  at  Broughton.  Gloving,  mainly  by  hand,  is  done  at  Holt,  Broughton,  and 
At  worth. 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District  and  Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. — There  are  no 
bye-laws  in  the  district.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  new  bye-laws  necessary  for  building 
and  general  sanitary  matters.  Limpley  Stoke  and  Winsley  are  greatly  in  need  of  drainage.  Water  supply 
is  urgently  needed  in  Westwood,  Wingfield,  and  South  Wraxall. 
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CALNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — D. 


CAMPBELL,  M.D. 


Area,  28,968  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

('rude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


(Census  1901) 


4614 

1128 

4-09 

27*68  per 
16*98 
*45 
1*87 
115*70 


(' Census  1891)  5014 

1184 
4*28 

1000  of  ( Kstimated )  Popula  tion 


5  5 

Births 


5) 


Birth-rate. — There  were  121  Births,  65  males  and  65  females.  Of  these  8  boys  and  5  girls  were 
illegitimate.  This  is  the  highest  rate  since  1899  when  the  number  was  129. 

Death-rate. — There  were  74  Deaths,  80  males  and  44  females.  With  the  addition  of  4  who  died  in 
the  Workhouse,  belonging  to  the  Rural  District,  and  one  who  died  in  Bath  Hospital,  the  number  is  79. 
Eighteen  Deaths  occurred  between  the  age  of  60  and  70  years,  14  between  70  and  80,  7  between  80 
and  90,  and  8  between  90  and  100/ 


Infantile  Mortality. — Fourteen  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  a  number  very  considerably 
in  excess  of  that  of  1906. 


Infectious  Diseases.— Twenty-four  cases  were  notified,  13  Diphtheria,  9  Scarlet  Fever,  and  2 
Erysipelas. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Twenty-one  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year.  Four 
belonged  to  the  Urban  District.  All  of  these,  with  the  exception  of  one  child  of  four  years  who  died 
of  Diphtheria,  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 

Water  Supply. — In  January  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  that  the  water  supply  of 
Yatesbury  was  inefficient  and  unfit  for  domestic  or  dietetic  purposes.  During  the  year  a  well  has  been 
sunk,  a  good  and  pure  water  supply  obtained  which  is  ample  for  the  requirements  of  the  village,  and  is 
much  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants. 

Housing. — The  whole  district  has  been  inspected,  and  little  found  to  complain  of.  The  accomo¬ 
dation  is  equal  to  the  demand,  and  no  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  reported.  Three  new  houses,  a 
farm  house  and  2  cottages  have  been  built  during  the  year.  Many  sanitary  defects  have  been  remedied. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  —  There  are  43  places  periodically  inspected,  4  factories  and  39 
workshops.  All  were  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  bakehouses  are  above  ground,  kept  clean,  and  periodically  whitewashed. 

There  is  no  home  work  done  in  the  district. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  87  persons  on  the  register  engaged  in  the  milk  trade.  The 
dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  frequently  seen  .the  men 
when  engaged  in  milking.  In  some  instances  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  cows  and 
men,  but  in  many  cases  there  is  much  to  be  desired  in  the  greater  cleanliness  of  both  cows  and  milkers. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  To  say  the  cattle  cannot  be  kept  clean  is  not  true.  I  recently 
inspected  several  large  dairies  where  the  cows  and  men  were  scrupulously  clean.” 
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CHIPPENHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D. 


Area,  58,606  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zyrno tic  Dea th-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


[Census  1901 )  17885 
,,  8996 

4-47 


[Census  1891) 

>  5 


17050 

8788 

4*56 


28*49  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 


18*81 

?  5 

>  > 

•65 

•48 

>  > 

69-44 

Births 

Birth-rate. — Four  hundred  and  thirty-two  Births  were  registered,  as  against  481  ill  1906. 


Death-rate. — Two  hundred  and  fifty-four  Deaths  were  recorded,  as  against  207  in  1906. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Thirty  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  one  year,  as  against  81  in 
1906,  and  81  in  1905. 

Infectious  Diseases. — One  hundred  and  six  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  26  Diphtheria,  54  Scarlet  Fever. 
18  Erysipelas,  6  Enteric  Fever,  and  2  Puerperal  Fever.  There  was  a  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria 
at  Lacock  and  the  adjoining  parish  of  Bowden  Hill.  School  influence  had  tended  to  spread  the  disease, 
schools  were  closed,  and  at  once  the  violence  of  the  epidemic  ceased.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
satisfied  that  there  were  cases  untreated  and  undiscovered  in  June,  there  was  also  a  well  founded  belief 
that  the  infection  was  introduced  into  the  village  from  a  neighbouring  parish  where  there  were  many 
cases  of  diphtheria  at  the  time. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  hospital  was  in  use  most  months  of  the  year.  In  November  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  reported  to  the  Joint  Committee  that  the  wards  for  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  were 
not  at  all  times  sufficiently  large  for  the  number  of  patients  seeking  admission.  Fifty-one  patients  were 
admitted  during  the  year.  Sixteen  came  from  the  Urban  District,  11  Scarlet  Fever,  and  5  Diphtheria. 
Thirty-five  cases  came  from  the  Rural  District,  Scarlet  Fever  24,  Diphtheria  9,  and  Enteric  Fever  2. 


Water  Supply. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  the  district  is  not  naturalty  well  supplied  with 
water  suitable  for  drinking  purposes.  A  large  reservoir,  drawing  its  supplies  from  the  well  owned  by  the 
Chippenham  Urban  Council  has  been  constructed  at  Hardenhuish  by  the  Chippenham  Urban  Council. 
The  Rural  Council  has  by  arrangement  been  enabled  to  supply  water  from  the  reservoir  to  parts  of 
Hardenhuish  parish  and  Chippenham  (Without).  There  is  a  demand  for  water  in  Kington  St.  Michael 
and  Kington  Langley,  and  both  these  districts  could  easily  obtain  their  supply  from  this  source.  The 
water  supply  at  Biddestone  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council,  and  is  now  nearly  completed.  The 
main  in  Malmesbury  Road,  Chippenham,  has  been  extended  to  the  new  houses  in  Langley  Burrell  parish. 

Sewerage. —During  the  year  the  attention  of  the  Council  has  been  drawn  to  the  Corsham  sewers, 
after  heavy  falls  of  rain  nuisances  have  been  complained  of,  and  the  matter  is  now  under  consideration, 
On  Box  sewerage  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says :- — “  I  do  not  consider  the  outfall  from  this  sewer  is 
in  a  satisfactory  condition,  it  should  be  remodelled  and  the  sewerage  treated  in  a  more  scientific  manner. 
The  sewerage  systems  at  Patterdown  (Chippenham  Without)  and  at  Pound  Pill  (Corsham)  are  working 
and  giving  satisfaction. 

Scavenging. — Corsham  alone  has  a  system,  which  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Parish 
Council. 

Housing. — The  housing  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants.  Indeed,  in  two  parishes 
several  houses  are  vacant,  but  the  rents  are  high  near  the  towns,  especially  so  at  Chippenham  and 
Corsham.  Several  new  cottages  have  been  erected  on  farms  for  the  convenience  of  the  labourers  working 
on  these  farms. 

Slaughterhouses,  retail  dairies,  cowsheds,  milk  shops,  and  bakehouses,  are  said  to  have  been  inspected. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Biddestone  and  Kington  St.  Michael  was  brought  before  the  notice  of  the 
Council,  and  is  now  under  consideration. 
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CRICKLADE  81  WOOTTON  BASSETT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — E. 


G.  KLUMPP.  M.B.,  B.S. 


Area,  46,734  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  (Census  1901) 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ,, 

Aver  aye-  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


11357 

( Census  1891) 

11835 

2594 

9  9 

2658 

4-37 

9  ' 

4-45 

26*83  per  1000 

of  ( Estimated )  Population 

14-00 

•>  > 

9  9 

•36 

9  9 

126 

?  7 

9  9 

70-70 

Births 

Birth-rate. — There  were  297  Births,  147  males  and  150  females. 
151  Births  were  registered,  and  in  the  Wootton  Bassett  Sub-District  146. 


In  the  Cricklade  Sub-District 


Death-rate. — There  were  157  Deaths,  78  males  and  79  females.  Ten  deaths  occurred  in  the  Work- 
house  at  Burton,  and  two  at  the  Devizes  Lunatic  Asylum.  There  were  16  deaths  from  Tuberculosis, 
Influenza  was  the  cause  of  9  deaths,  and  there  were  2  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

Infantile  Mortality. — This  shows  a  gratifying  reduction,  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  being 
21  as  compared  with  31  in  1906. 


Infectious  Diseases. — There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  79,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  21  in  1906.  The  cases  were  as  follows  : — Scarlet  Fever  44,  Diphtheria  27,  Puerperal  Fever  1, 
Erysipelas  17.  Measles  is  also  notifiable  in  this  district,  and  there  were  105  notifications  of  this  disease. 
Most  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Wootton  Bassett  during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  and 
in  the  parishes  of  Lydiard  Millicent  and  Purton  in  the  autumn.  Outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at 
Cricklade  and  Purton  at  the  beginning  of  the  autumn.  At  Cricklade  the  disease  started  amongst  children 
attending  the  Infant  School,  the  surroundings  of  which  were  in  a  very  insanitary  condition,  and  quite 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  epidemic.  At  Purton  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  was  difficult 
to  ascertain.  Outbreaks  of  Measles  occurred  at  Marston  Maisey  and  Latton. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  hospital  has  been  of  much  service  to  the  community  during  the  year,  but 
its  usefulness  is  greatly  curtailed  by  the  fact  of  only  one  kind  of  infectious  disease  being  able  to  be  taken 
at  a  time.  Fifteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  32  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  during  the  year.  Cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  occurring  in  the  autumn  were  unable  to  be  admitted,  as  the  hospital  was  occupied  by 
patients  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  A  mortuary  is  greatly  desirable,  and  I  would  urge  that  this  should 
be  provided  with  the  least  possible  delay.  A  disinfecting  chamber  is  also  urgently  required. 

Water  Supply. — Further  connections  have  been  made  at  Cricklade,  Purton,  and  Wootton  Bassett 
and  all  these  places  have  had  a  plentiful  supply  during  the  year.  An  increased  supply  is  being  obtained 
at  Pavenhill  for  Purton,  and  it  is  expected  that  Purton  Stoke  will  be  able  to  be  supplied  from  the  same 
source. 

Sewerage. — Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  alone  have  a  sewerage  system,  and  the  sewage  is  disposed 
of  by  irrigation.  At  Cricklade,  on  the  occurrence  of  the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  the  autumn,  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  town  sewer  was  investigated,  and  its  further  ventilation  and  flushing  were  found  necessary. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  desired  improvement.  In  most  parts  of  the  district  pail  closets, 
vault  closets,  and  cesspits  are  used.  Pail  closets  are  being  substituted  for  vault  closets  in  many  cases. 

Wootton  Bassett  has  been  regularly  scavenged,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  absence  of  Diphtheria 
during  the  year. 

Housing. — Fifteen  new  houses  and  cottages  of  a  good  class  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  In 
recent  years  some  very  good  and  suitable  cottages  have  been  built  at  Purton,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more 
will  soon  be  available.  At  Wootton  Bassett  a  few  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and 
preparations  are  being  made  for  further  building.  For  many  years  there  has  been  very  little  building  at 
Wootton  Bassett,  as  land  was  not  obtainable  for  the  purpose,  but  since  the  sale  of  the  Meux  Estate  a  few 
houses  have  been  built,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  many  houses  and  cottages  will  be  constructed  in  the 
next  few  years. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds, — Two  hundred  and  one  persons  are  now  registered.  Milk  purveyors  are  more 
and  more  realising  the  necessity  of  keeping  their  cowsheds  clean  and  their  cows  in  a  healthy  condition, 
and  the  importance  of  guarding  their  milk  from  contamination.  The  premises  of  registered  persons  have 
been  regularly  visited  by  the  Inspector. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. — These  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year, 
periodically  cleansed,  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

River  Pollution. — -The  River  Ray  has  been  cleansed  from  Swindon  to  Tadpole  Bridge,  and  arrange¬ 
ments  are  being  made  for  the  further  cleaning  to  Seven  Bridges. 


DEVIZES, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  S.  A.  WAY.LEN,  L.R.C.P. 


Area,  61,856  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house... 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


(Census  1901)  18070 
,,  2808 
,,  4-66 

21*74  per  1000  of 


15-93 

•23 

•23 

7M7 


>5 

5  ? 


( Census  1891) 


13318 

2898 

4*59 


( Estim ated)  Population 

5  >  >  5 


)>  n 

Births 


Birth-rate. — Two  hundred  and  eighty-one  Births  were  registered,  or  rather  less  than'  the  average 
for  the  past  10  years.  Of  these  births  181  were  males  and  150  females.  Seven  were  illegitimate. 


Death-rate. — Two  hundred  and  six  Deaths  were  registered.  Of  these  62  died  in  the  County 
Asylum,  who  were  non-residents  in  the  district,  and  22  who  belonged  to  the  district  died  in  the  Devizes 
Workhouse  and  the  hospital,  or  in  some  other  public  institution  away — giving  a  net  number  of  deaths 
of  166.  The  death-rate  is  below  the  average  for  the  previous  10  years. 


Infantile  Mortality. — Twenty  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year.  The  infantile  death-rate 
is  slightly  below  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Sixty-eight  cases  were  notified  as  against  76  in  the  previous  year.  They 
were  as  follows  : — Scarlet  Fever  45,  Diphtheria  17,  Erysipelas  6.  These  cases  occurred  in  13  different 
parishes,  chiefly  in  the  Seventh  Poor  Law  District  and  parishes  adjoining.  The  45  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
occurred  in  eight  parishes,  and  all  through  the  year,  the  month  of  July  being  the  only  free  month.  The 
.  17  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  in  5  parishes,  chiefly  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  the  last  four  months 
being  entirely  free. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Of  the  68  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  44  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  or  66  per  cent.  ;  this  is  a  lower  average  than  last  year,  but  there  were  special  circumstances  in 
several  of  the  cases,  isolation  being  able  to  be  effectually  carried  out  at  home.  During  the  year  63  cases 
were  admitted  to  the  hospital,  16  coming  from  the  Devizes  Urban  District,  and  8  occurring  among  the 
hospital  nurses  and  attendants.  Of  these  cases  45  were  Scarlet  Fever  and  18  Diphtheria.  They  were 
in  some  2,865  days,  or  an  average  of  45*3  days  per  case,  and  an  average  of  7  cases  per  day.  A  good 
many  of  them  were  seriously  ill,  but  no  death  took  place. 

Water  Supply. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  the  same  portions  of  the  district  are 
inadequately  supplied  as  were  mentioned  in  previous  reports.  In  1906  the  report  mentioned  Cheverill 
Green,  Cuckoo’s  Green,  Wootton. 

Housing.— Sixteen  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  houses  in  the  Roundway  parish  adjoining  the  town.  It  is  extremely  desirable 
that  the  Council  should  come  to  some  arrangement  v7ith  the  Urban  District  Council  with  regard  to  the 
drainage  of  these  proposed  houses. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  and  the  workshops  are  in 
the  main,  village  industries.  There  is  one  small  foundry,  a  few  flour  mills  of  small  capacity,  one  milk 
factory,  2  saw  mills,  and  1  laundry.  There  are  no  home  workers  in  the  districts.  There  are  no  out¬ 
workers,  and  nobody  working  under  Sections  107  and  115. 

The  Bakehouses  are  under  inspection. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— These  are  not  referred  to  in  the  body  of  the  report  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  The  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  however,  reports  : — “  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  I 
consider  there  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  floors  and  conditions  generally  of  the  cowsheds,  but  the 
entrances  to  them  in  some  cases  are  bad  ;  this  is  to  some  extent  accounted  for  by  the  wet  weather 
of  the  past  season.  There  are  in  the  district  168  registered  and  85  unregistered.” 


HIGH  WORTH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  E. 


STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  49,721  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  house* 

Aver  a  fie  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death- rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


{Census  1901)  14279  {Census  1891)  14809 

„  8157  „  8015 

„  4-52  „  4-74 

81 ‘78  per  1000  of  {Estimated)  Population 


18-65 

9  9 

9  9 

}  > 

•96 

9  9 

99 

55 

M7 

99 

99 

)> 

93-27 

9  9 

Births 

Birth-rate— Four  hundred  and  sixty-one  Births  were  registered,  260  males  and  201  females.  Of 
these  35  were  illegitimate.  The  number  of  births  is  considerably  above  the  average,  and  is  the  highest 
number  recorded  in  the  last  decade.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  it  is  unlikely  that  this  high 
birth-rate  will  be  maintained,  and  the  present  rate  is  probably  accidental,  and  due  to  causes  which  may 
not  again  prevail. 


Death-rate.— Two  hundred  and  seventy-one  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  268  in  1906,  and  218 
in  1905.  This  mortality  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the  last  decade.  Thirty-eight  deaths  occurred  in  the 
Union  Workhouse  of  non-residents.  The  net  deaths  at  all  ages  amounted  to  233,  as  compared  with  226 
in  the  previous  year.  Zymotic  disease  was  responsible  for  14  deaths,  11  of  which  were  attributable  to 
Whooping  Cough.  There  was  a  very  material  decrease  in  the  deaths  from  Phthisis,  17  only  being 
recorded,  as  against  26  in  1906.  Other  tubercular  diseases  have  also  lessened  mortality. 


Infantile  Mortality. — Forty-three  Deaths  were  registered  of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  This  is 
the  lowest  number  recorded  in  the  last  decade.  This  low  record  must  be  considered  as  most  satisfactory. 
The  deaths  registered  as  due  to  prematurity  show  a  reduction  of  over  50  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  2  years.  The  wasting  diseases  were  responsible  for  15  deaths.  This  number  is  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  is  over  the  average.  There  was  an  absence  of  Diarrhoea  and  Tubercular  Diseases 
among  the  cases  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  the  Rural  District. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Ninety-four  cases  were  notified,  69  Scarlet  Fever,  20  Diphtheria,  and  5 
Erysipelas.  There  were  no  fatalities  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  death  only  was  attributed  to  Diphtheria, 
Measles  2  deaths,  and  Whooping  Cough  11  deaths.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  neither  of  which 
are  notifiable  diseases,  were  again  very  prevalent.  The  maximum  of  disease  was  in  October,  and  the 
villages  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret  and  Wroughton  were  the  localities  where  the  incidence  was  most 
intense.  Five  parishes  in  the  Rural  District  had  no  incidence  of  infectious  disease  whatever,  and  the 
populous  town  of  Highworth  was  among  the  number.  Seventy-four  notifications  were  received  from  the 
Highworth  district,  and  20  from  the  Swindon  sub-district — evidence  once  more  of  the  immunity  of  the 
purely  Rural  parishes  from  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease.  Of  the  74  cases  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  Highworth  sub-district  of  9  parishes,  56  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  Scarlet 
Fever  50,  Erysipelas  8,  Diphtheria  3.  Of  the  20  cases  in  the  Swindon  sub-district  of  6  parishes,  14 
occurred  in  the  Wroughton  parish,  12  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  2.  The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  is  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  is  but  little  doubt  that  the  focus  of  infection 
in  Upper  Stratton,  to  which  part  of  the  village  the  disease  was  almost  entirely  confined,  was  in  the 
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Infant  School.  This  school  was  closed  first,  and  afterwards  the  Boys’  and  Girls’  Schools  were  also 
closed,  as  it  was  found  that  elder  children  were  becoming  affected.  The  children  of  the  Union  Workhouse 
were  excluded  from  attendance  at  the  Upper  Stratton  schools.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
unnotified,  and  very  probably  unrecognised  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  occurred  in  Upper  Stratton. 
Some  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  in  the  stage  of  disquamation,  and  had  no  doubt  acted  as  centres  of 
infection  prior  to  admission  to  hospital.  The  extreme  mildness  of  the  symptoms  which  often  now  present 
themselves  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  is  no  doubt  the  chief  reason  why  the  disease  is  not  recognised. 
The  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Wroughton  were  no  doubt  due  to  school  infection,  and  it  was  the  advent  of 
the  Christmas  holidays  alone  which  relieved  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  obvious  necessity  to  close 
the  schools.  Diphtheria  was  not  prevalent  with  any  degree  of  epidemicity  in  any  part  of  the  district 
during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  notifications  was  slightly  in  excess  of  those  of  the  previous  year. 
Of  5  notifications  at  Rodbourne  Cheney  4  were  members  of  one  family.  One  case  occurred  in  the  Work- 
house.  Three  members  of  one  family  at  Stanton  Fitzwarren  were  infected.  This  healthy  village  has  had 
in  previous  years  an  immunity  from  infectious  disease.  Inquiries  which  were  made  elicited  information 
which  led  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  suppose  that  an  unrecognised  case  of  Diphtheria  had  previously 
occurred,  and  to  this  circumstance  he  attributes  the  subsequent  infection.  The  one  fatality  from 
Diphtheria  was  at  Blunsdon,  and  the  infection  was  supposed  to  have  been  contracted  outside  the 
High  worth  District.  Nineteen  of  the  20  cases  notified  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  For  the 
fifth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  Enteric  (or  Typhoid  Fever)  has  been  notified  in  the  Highworth  Rural 
Sanitary  area. 

Water  Supply. — Three  new  wells  have  been  sunk,  11  cleansed  and  repaired,  21  polluted  wells  closed? 
1,810  houses  supplied  from  waterworks,  and  88  samples  taken  for  analysis. 

As  nothing  has  been  done  to  provide  a  water  supply  for  Coate,  a  repetition  of  the  report  of  1906  is 
applicable: — a  In  many  .cases  it  is  impossible  for  the  owners  to  obtain  a  supply  from  their  own  ground, 
the  space  being  limited,  and  any  new  wells  sunk  would  be  under  the  same  conditions  as  those  already 
existing.”  Nothing  further  has  been  done  towards  providing  a  supply  for  Blunsdon  Hill  ;  the  matter  is 
still  under  consideration.  The  public  well  in  the  village  of  Hannington  has  been  cleansed  and  protected 
from  surface  pollution.  During  the  year  the  heading  in  the  well  at  Reddown,  from  which  the  town  of 
Highworth  is  supplied,  has  been  extended,  and  an  increased  supply  of  water  obtained.  The  pumps  and 
engines  have  given  no  trouble.  Water  has  been  laid  on  from  the  Highworth  mains  to  the  village  of  Ingle- 
sham  during  the  year.  Fifteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  in  the  parish  of  Highworth  during  the  year, 
which  proved  to  be  polluted,  and  the  wells  were  ordered  to  be  closed.  During  the  year  application  has 
been  made  through  the  District  Council  to  the  Swindon  Corporation  to  lay  on  water  to  the  outlying- 
district  of  Haydon,  in  the  parish  of  Rodbourne,  which  is  badly  supplied  at  present.  The  Swindon 
Corporation  are  willing  to  lay  on  the  water  if  the  owners  will  incur  the  expense.  Some  of  them  have 
expressed  their  willingness  to  do  this.  The  Swindon  Corporation  mains  are  laid  in  every  part  of  the 
parish  of  Rodbourne  except  Haydon  and  a  few  outlying  houses.  Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year 
to  provide  a  public  water  supply  for  the  village  of  South  Marston.  The  Rural  District  Council  have  taken 
proceedings  to  close  certain  wells  out  of  the  number  known  to  be  polluted.  At  the  request  of  the  owners 
the  proceedings  were  adjourned,  the  owners  undertaking  to  provide- a  supply  meanwhile.  Here  the  matter 
remains.  The  committee  of  owners  which  has  been  formed  is  having  every  latitude  allowed  to  it  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  to  demonstrate  the  possibility  of  providing  a  supply  of  pure  water  for  this  village 
without  proceeding  to  the  length  of  a  public  supply.  Supposing  this  to  be  ultimately  demonstrated,  it  is 
very  doubtful  if  the  cost  of  carrying  out  the  necessary  works  at  individual  sources  of  supply  will  not  in 
the  aggregate  exceed  that  for  providing  a  central  one  for  the  whole  district.  Remodelling  old  wells  on 
ancient  sites  is  rarely  satisfactory,  and  the  expense  is  usually  prohibitive  if  any  lasting  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  the  water  is  to  be  effected.  The  supply  from  the  Corporation  mains  has  been  continuous 
throughout  the  year  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  except  at  Upper  Stratton,  where  there  have  been  complaints 
of  insufficient  pressure.  Several  houses  have  been  connected  to  these  mains  during  the  year,  and  steps 
have  been  taken  to  improve  the  water  pressure. 

Sewerage. — A  detailed  account  of  the  methods  of  sewage  disposal  in  each  parish  is  given  in  the 
report.  At  Wroughton  some  trouble  has  been  caused  through  the  choking  of  the  sewer  near  the  outfall 
and  a  part  has  been  taken  up  and  re-laid.  The  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Farm  has  been  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year.  At  Rodbourne  a  comprhehensive  scheme  for  the  sewerage  and  drainage  of  this 
parish,  which  has  been  formulated  now  for  some  time,  is  still  in  abeyance.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
says ; — “  I  can  only  once  again  press  on  the  Rural  District  Council  the  necessity  for  initiating  some 
scheme  for  the  adequate  drainage  of  this  populous  district.”  Regarding  Stratton  St.  Margaret  complaints 
were  received  from  the  Thames  Conservators  respecting  the  effluent  at  the  sewage  works.  A  change  has. 
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been  made  in  the  management  of  the  farm,  and  a  new  overlooker  has  been  appointed.  There  have  been 
no  further  complaints.  This  village  is  well  sewered  and  houses  are  being  continually  connected  with  the 
sewers.  Forty-eight  new  house  drains  have  been  laid  and  42  new  w.c.’s  provided. 

Housing. — There  are  3,574  inhabited  houses,  and  62  void  houses,  as  compared  with  3,528  inhabited 
and  82  void  in  4906.  Excellent  tables  showing  the  sanitary  conveniences  of  the  houses  of  each  parish 
in  the  district  are  given  in  the  report.  There  is  a  gipsy  camp  in  the  parish  of  Blunsdon,  pitched  on  their 
own  ground,  on  which  is  a  well  of  water  and  privy  accommodation.  There  is  also  a  gipsy  camp  in  the 
parish  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret  during  part  of  the  year.  Privy  accommodation  is  provided,  and  a  water 
supply  is  obtained  from  the  public  well  at  Stratton  Green.  Twenty-nine  houses  have  been  newly  erected 
during  the  year,  one  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  one  made  fit  for  habitation,  37  cleansed  and 
limewashed,  and  3  cases  of  overcrowding  abated. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  factories  and  workshops  exist  in  the 
district,  not  including  bakehouses.  There  are  2  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  area,  a 
“  blood  and  bone  manure”  works  in  the  parish  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret  and  a  “gut  scraping”  works 
carried  on  on  licensed  premises  in  the  parish  of  Wroughton.  Fifty  visits  were  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  200  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  various  factories  and  workshops  during  the  year,  and 
the  result  of  the  inspections  shows  that  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  is  satisfactory. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  report  gives  detailed  information  with  regard  to  the  dairies  and  cows 
sheds  in  each  parish  in  the  district.  There  are  over  200  farms  devoted  to  the  production  of  cow’s  milk*as 
their  chief  industry,  grazing  4706  cows,  a  number  slightly  less  than  in  1906.  Milk  from  120  of  these 
farms  is  sent  to  the  London  district,  26  supply  Swindon,  and  2  send  their  milk  to  Reading.  Butter 
making  is  carried  on  at  28  farms,  and  cheese  making  at  one.  The  whole  of  these  farms  have  been  under 
inspection  during  the  year.  About  50  per  cent  of  the  cooling  sheds  in  use  in  the  district  are  supplied 
with  water  from  public  supplies  of  approved  quality  or  from  springs  situated  at  a  distance  from  sources 
of  pollution.  The  supplies  for  cattle  drinking  are  also  good.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  fully 
on  the  necessity  of'  the  daily  cleansing  and  removal  of  filth  from  byres  and  yards  where  milking  is 
carried  on  ;  to  the  rigid  supervision  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  dairy  utensils,  and  most  particularly  to  the 
personal  cleanliness  of  those  who  milk  the  cows  and  have  the  handling  of  the  milk. 

Inspection.— This  district  appears  to  be  more  efficiently  and  more  thoroughly  inspected  than  any 
other  district  in  the  county.  The  work  is  very  systematically  done,  and  most  complete  records  of  the 
results  of  inspection  are  kept. 


MALMESBURY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— CHARLES  W.  PITT,  M.R.C.S. 
Area,  58,357  acres. 


Population 

(Census  1901) 

9822 

(Census  1891) 

10203 

Inhabited  houses 

1  9 

2222 

9  9 

2263 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

9  9 

4-42 

9  9 

4-50 

Birth-rate 

.  .  * 

21-25 

per  1000 

of  (Estimated)  P<: 

ypulation 

Prude  Death-rate 

•  •  « 

14-30 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

•21 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Phthisis  Death-rate  ... 

•  •  • 

•63 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 

•  •  • 

64-35 

9  9 

Births 

Birth-rate. — There  were  202  Births  against  266  in 

1906,  the  Birth-rate  being  one  of  the 

lowest  in 

the  county. 

Death-rate. — There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  Death-rate,  136  Deaths  being  registered  against  112  in 
1906,  32  of  the  Deaths  being  in  persons  over  80  years  of  age.  There  were  14  deaths  from  Cancer,  6  from 
Phthisis,  14  from  Bronchitis,  5  from  Pneumonia,  and  20  from  Heart  Disease. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  13  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  against  12  in  1906. 

Infectious  Diseases. -Fifty-eight  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  43  Scarlet  Fever,  13  Diphtheria, 

I  Erysipelas,  and  1  Enteric  Fever.  Twenty  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Great  Somerford, 

II  at  Lea,  1  at  Cleverton,  3  at  Minety,  and  4  at  St.  Paul,  Malmesbury  Without.  Eight  of  the  Diphtheria 
cases  occurred  at  Stonehill  and  in  Charlton  parish.  Of  the  43  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  only  one  case  was 
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over  15  years  of  age.  They  were  all  cases  in  which  school  attendance  was  necessary,  and  probably  some 
child  attending  school,  recovering  from  a  slight  attack,  started  the  epidemic.  Seven  of  the  Great 
Somerford  cases  and  1  at  Cleverton  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Of  the  18  cases  of 
Diphtheria  5  occurred  at  a  farmhouse  at  Stonehill,  in  Charlton  parish.  The  condition  of  4  of  these 
houses  where  Diphtheria  occurred  was  insanitary.  There  was  either  bad  water,  or  had  water  and  bad 
drainage  combined.  In  some  instances  these  conditions  have  been  altered. 

Isolation  Hospital. — “  In  last  year’s  report  in  Table  C,  I  made  the  annotation  that  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Backbridge  was  totally  inadequate.  This  statement  necessitates  some  qualifications,  for  we 
successfully  treated  7  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Great  Somerford,  and  some  of  the  cases  it  was 
extremely  important  to  remove  from  their  homes.  Of  course,  there  are  improvements  wanted  at  the 
Hospital,  such  as  better  nurses’  quarters,  better  cooking  room,  &c.,  and  it  is  difficult  to  isolate  more  than 
one  kind  of  disease  at  a  time.  The  matter  has  been  discussed  with  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 

whether  we  should  try  to  improve  this  building  or  build  another  upon  a  larger  scale.”  A  sample  of 

water  taken  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  passed  as  being  within  the  limits  of  a  potable  water  supply. 

Water  Supply.  — Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  at  Hullavington,  and  only  the  water  of  one 
well  in  this  village  was  passed,  that  being  on  the  borderland  of  the  margin  allowed  for  drinkable  water. 
Six  were  contaminated  with  organic  matter  of  animal  origin,  and  none  were  fit  for  drinking  or 

domestic  purposes.  The  question  will  probably  arise  how  this  state  of  affairs  can  be  remedied.  The 

wells  at  Hullavington  are  shallow,  being  only  8  to  10  feet  deep,  on  a  brashy  soil,  and  generally  situated 
in  the  gardens  and  therefore  liable  to  receive  liquids  from  the  manured  ground.  Water  from  one  of  the 
wells  at  Griffin’s  Barn,  from  a  cottage  near  Griffin’s  Barn,  two  wells  at  Lea,  one  well  in  the  Cleverton 
Boad,  and  also  the  water  supplying  the  school  and  cottages  at  Grittenham  was  pronounced  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes,  and  for  drinking.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  rateable  tenants  are  supplied  in  Sherston, 
with  water  from  the  public  supply.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  in  Table  C  attached  to  his  report 
that  Hullavington  and  Oaksey  are  inadequately  supplied. 

Sewerage. — There  is  no  mention  of  this  subject  in  the  report. 

Housing. — As  usual  the  report  contains  no  mention  of  this  important  subject. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— Again,  as  in  1905  and  1906,  the  only  mention  of  this  very  important 
subject  in  the  report  is  to  say  that  building  bye-laws  and  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Acts  have  been 
adopted  this  March  1st,  1908,  and  that  75  dairies  are  registered,  and  have  been  periodically  inspected  by 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — -The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  that  house  to  house  inspection  is  carried 
out  when  necessary,  and  that  the  Sherston  silk  factory  is  occasionally  inspected. 


MARLBOROUGH. 


(Census  1901) 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— C.  JAMES,  M.R.C.S 

Area,  43,795  acres 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Birth-  >  ate 
Crude  [death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death -  rate 
Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


4571  ( Census  1891)  5494 

992  „  1162 
4-60  ,,  4-72 

22 -88  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 
11-27 
•22 
•  44 

69-30  ”  Births 


>  > 
>  > 


>  > 


)  5 
J  5 
5  ? 


Birth-rate. — One  hundred  and  one  Births  were  registered,  as  against  115  in  1908. 

Death-rate. — Fifty-one  Deaths  were  registered,  against  58  in  1906. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Seven  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered,  against 

9  in  1906. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Twelve  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz.,  10  Scarlet  Fever  and  2 
Erysipelas. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  James)  unfortunately  died  soon  after  the  close  of  the  year, 
before  he  was  able  to  prepare  his  annual  report  for  the  year  1907. 
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MELKSHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.  Edin. 


Area,  13,377  acres. 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ( Census  1901) 

Inhabited  house s  ...  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Peal h-r ate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


4440  (Census  1891)  4480 

1012  „  993 
4*38  ,,  4*51 

26-26  per  1000  of  (. Estimated )  Population 

16*75 

•67 

M3 

60-34  ,,  Births 


Birth-rate. — One  hundred  and  sixteen  Births  were  registered  compared  with  96  in  1906. 

Death-rate. — Seventy-four  deaths  were  registered  compared  with  76  in  1906.  Of  this  number  17 
from  outside  the  district  died  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  leaving  57  as  the  corrected  number  of  deaths 
attributable  to  the  district. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Seven  deaths  occurred  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an 
Infantile  Death  Rate  of  60-34,  compared  with  93-7  for  1906. 

Infectious  Disease. — Thirty-eight  cases  were  notified.  This  is  the  largest  number  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  had  to  report  since  his  appointment,  and  is  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the  outbreak 
of  Diphtheria  which  commenced  at  Shaw  in  January,  and  which  was  reported  to  the  Council  at  the  time. 
He  says  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  village  school  was  responsible 
for  the  dissemination  of  this  terrible  disease,  which  caused  so  much  suffering.  Most  of  the  cases  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Nearly  all  were  treated  with  Antitoxin,  and  there  was  only  one 
death.  Cases  of  Measles  were  numerous  in  all  parts  of  the  district  from  July  to  December.  Although 
of  a  severe  type  there  were  happily  no  deaths.  The  cases  notified  consisted  of  34  Diphtheria, 
3  Erysipelas,  and  1  Scarlet  Fever.  Twenty-four  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  treated  at  the 
Trowbridge  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Elementary  Schools. — There  are  6  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district.  None  of  them  reach 
a  very  high  standard  of  sanitary  efficiency,  and  most  of  our  epidemics  of  Zymotic  disease  are  disseminated 
in  these  institutions. 

Water  Supply. — On  the  whole  the  public  water  supply  was  satisfactory,  but  many  complaints  were 
made  of  lack  ot  pressure  at  Shaw,  Seend,  and  Melksham  Forest.  In  these  districts  storage  cisterns  might 
with  advantage  be  adopted.  At  Seend  a  new  supply  has  been  provided  for  the  new  buildings,  which 
promises  to  be  satisfactory.  At  Whaddon  a  good  system  has  been  started  and  should  prove  a  boon  to  the 
inhabitants. 

Sewerage. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “In  my  last  year’s  report  I  recommended 
combined  action  with  the  Melksham  Urban  Council  in  connection  with  the  drainage  of  contiguous  portions 
of  Melksham  Forest.  This  is  now  being  carried  out.  At  Hilperton  the  drainage  is  still  in  the  same 
unsatisfactory  condition,  but  the  village  is  so  scattered  and  the  rateable  value  so  low  that  a  remedy  is 
difficult  to  find  unless  it  be  the  adoption  of  earth  closets.  In  other  parts  of  the  district  upwards  of  100 
yards  of  new  sewers  have  been  laid,  and  the  Council  have  done  much  useful  work  in  periodically  cleansing 
ditches  receiving  sewage.” 

Housing. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  this  is  much  better  than  in  most  parts  of  Wiltshire, 
but  there  is  still  a  great  demand  for  cheap  houses.  The  great  problem  is  how  to  provide  a  decent 
cottage  for  a  class  unable  to  pay  an  economic  rent  without  placing  a  burden  on  the  ratepayers. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  3  factories  and  8  workshops,  which  were  all  inspected  and 
found  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  76  dairies  and  70  cowsheds  which  are  all  kept  under  observation 
and  inspected  twice  a  year.  The  inspections  did  not  reveal  any  serious  breach  of  the  bye-laws.  The 
visits  of  the  officers  have  a  very  salutary  effect  in  enforcing  cleanliness. 

Inspections. — The  statutory  inspections  enjoined  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  were  duly  made  in 
conjunction  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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MERE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — B.  POPE  BARTLETT,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  32,309  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Deoth-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


(Census  1901) 

9  9 
9  9 


5210 

(Census  1891)  5762 

1258 

„  1357 

4*14 

,,  4*24 

25*58  per  1000  of 

( Estimated)  Population 

13*45 

n  5  * 

0*0 

1 1  •>  1 

•41 

5  5  5  J 

61*94 

Births 

Birth-rate. — -One  hundred  and  sixteen  Births  were  registered,  as  against  129  in  the  previous  year. 
Sixty  of  the  births  were  males  and  58  females. 


Death-rate. — Sixty-five  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  71  in  1906.  Thirty-one  of  the  deaths 
were  of  persons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 


Infantile  Mortality.— Seven  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  the  district  has  been  free  from  any  epidemic.  The  tota 
number  of  cases  reported  was  18,  viz.,  10  Scarlet  Fever,  5  Diphtheria,  2  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  Erysipelas. 
Of  the  10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  8  occurred  at  West  Knoyle  (6  in  one  house),  1  at  East  Knoyle,  and  1  at 
Mere.  All  the  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type.  Diphtheria  appeared  at  intervals  during  the  year  as 
isolated  cases,  there  being  no  serious  outbreak.  Three  occurred  at  Zeals  and  2  at  Mere.  Two  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  were  reported  from  Mere,  1  in  May  and  1  in  July,  both  probably  due  to  defective  drains. 

Water  Supply. — During  the  year  further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  plans  for  supplying  those 
parts  of  the  district  mentioned  in  former  reports  as  deficient,  with  a  proper  supply  of  water.  An 
application  has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  sanction  a  loan  for  the  carrying  out  of  a 
public  supply  for  the  town  of  Mere.  The  source  is  amply  sufficient  to  supply  the  other  parts  of  the 
district  previously  mentioned  as  inefficient.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  I  trust  that  in  my 
next  report  I  may  be  able  to  give  details  of  the  scheme  and  the  progress  made  in  carrying  out  the  same.” 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — A  number  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  This  inspection  has  resulted  in  improvements  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  cow¬ 
sheds  and  their  surroundings,  and  orders  have  been  carried  out  without  opposition.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  says : — From  observation  I  am  of  opinion  that  our  dairies  and  cowsheds  will  compare 
favourably  with  those  in  the  surrounding  districts,  and  their  general  sanitary  condition  will  be  improved 
in  many  cases  if  a  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  is  carried  out,  and  a  pure  and  abundant  supply  is 
available.  I  consider  that  not  enough  care  is  taken  with  the  milk  during  its  carriage  from  the  farm  to 
the  London  depot.  From  some  farms  the  milk  is  sent  away  in  sealed  cans,  and  I  believe  the  milk  would 
arrive  in  London  in  a  purer  state  if  this  plan  was  generally  adopted.” 

Sanitary  Inspections. — The  visits  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have 
resulted  in  the  correction  of  various  sanitary  defects. 
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PEWSEY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  W.  RAYMENT,  M.B.,  B.Sc.  (Pub.  Health). 


a,  75,219  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — Three  hundred  and  ten  Births  were  registered,  7  less  than  last  year.  The  illegitimate 
births  were  19  in  number,  14  boys  and  5  girls,  14  being  in  the  Netheravon  district  and  5  in  the 
Collingbourne. 

Death-rate. — One  hundred  and  forty-eight  Deaths  were  registered,  to  which  must  be  added  2  deaths 
of  residents  in  the  district  who  died  at  Salisbury  Infirmary  and  at  a  Nursing  Home  at  Lacock,  making  a 
total  of  150,  or  4  less  than  in  1906. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  19,  or  5  less  than  in  1906.  0^ 

these  18  occurred  in  the  Netheravon  district,  and  6  in  Collingbourne  district.  No  deaths  occurred 
among  the  illegitimate  infants,  of  whom  there  were  19  in  the  whole  district. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  21  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  viz.,  5  Diphtheria,  2  Membraneous 
Croup,  1  Erysipelas,  12  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Continued  Fever.  The  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  at  Pewsey, 
2  cases ;  Burbage,  2  cases  ;  and  Oare,  1  case.  One  case  at  Burbage,  aged  5  years,  died.  Membraneous 
Croup — Burbage,  2  cases.  Both  cases  died  after  a  few  hours’  illness,  aged  4  and  6  years.  Four  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Ludgershall,  4  at  Chute,  1  at  Tidworth,  and  8  at  Woodborougli.  The  Wood- 
borough  cases  all  occurred  in  one  house,  and  were  contracted  from  a  child  who  had  arrived  from  South 
Africa,  and  undoubtedly  must  have  had  the  disease  whilst  on  board  ship.  All  cases  recovered.  The  case 
of  Continued  Fever  occurred  at  Collingbourne  Kingstone.  Some  sanitary  defects  were  found  here  and 
rectified.  The  case  recovered. 

Water  Supply. — The  waterworks  at  Pewsey  have  made  considerable  progress.  A  well  74ft.  2in.  deep 
has  been  dug,  and  much  trouble  has  been  caused  by  running  sand.  A  bore  hole  of  100  feet  is  now  being 
perforated  and  the  water  is  to  be  tested  to  ascertain  if  it  will  come  up  to  the  required  standard  both  as  to 
quality  and  quantity.  On  completion  of  the  test,  if  not  found  satisfactory,  the  well  will  be  deepened  to 
the  original  contract.  Very  little  progress  is  made  with  the  Ludgershall  water  scheme  ;  4  new  wells 
were  sunk,  15  were  cleaned  and  repaired,  and  11  samples  taken  for  analysis. 

Scavenging. — Forty-five  privies  and  ashpits  and  22  portable  receptacles  were  cleaned,  also  2  loads  of 
refuse  removed.  The  scavenging  of  the  streets,  especially  those  of  Pewsey,  is  not  at  all  efficiently 
performed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  inspected  116  dairies  and 
cowsheds.  The  number  of  people  engaged  in  the  dairy  trade  now  numbers  185,  these  being  on  the 
register.  The  inspection  covered  a  period  extending  from  April  26th  to  December  7th,  1907.  There 
were  808  men  employed  and  2,447  cows  were  in  milking  when  inspections  were  made.  In  7  cases 
notices  were  sent  as  to  conditions  of  the  yards  and  cowsheds,  and  in  two  cases  special  reports 
were  made.  In  many  cases  greater  cleanliness  prevails  in  the  condition  of  the  cows,  especially  in  the 
winter,  when  many  have  their  flanks  clipped  and  groomed.  In  a  few  of  the  larger  dairies  the  cows  are  in 
a  very  dirty  condition.  There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  conditions  prevailing  amongst  the  smaller 
cow  keepers  ;  there  is  little  or  no  improvement  in  the  dress  of  the  milkers,  which  in  most  instances  leaves 
much  to  be  desired. 

Housing. — Seven  new  houses,  mostly  cottages,  were  built  in  the  district  during  the  year;  10  cottages 
were  made  fit  for  habitation,  1  closed  as  unfit,  and  12  cleaned  and  limewashed. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Thirty-two  factories  and  workshops  were  inspected,  and  in  one  case 
notice  of  insanitary  condition  was  given. 
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RAMSBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  WOODFORDE,  M.T). 


Area,  51,614  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — One  hundred  and  seventy  births  were  registered  as  against  166  in  1906. 

Death-rate. — Ninety-four  deaths  were  registered  against  71  in  1906. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Nineteen  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-three  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz.,  7  Diphtheria, 
12  Scarlet  Fever,  3  Erysipelas,  and  1  Puerperal  Fever. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Woodforde,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  this  district,  who  was  in  ill-health  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  unable  to  complete  his  report,  has  since  died.  A  report,  however,  has  been  sent  in 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  follows  : — 

Infectious  Diseases. — In  October  a  report  was  made  that  Diphtheria  was  brought  to  Bedwyn  by 
the  occupants  of  a  van  who  had  recently  come  from  the  Surrey  hop  fields.  The  van  and  patients  were 
isolated  for  seven  weeks  in  a  field  away  from  the  village.  After  the  disinfection  of  the  van,  the  van  and 
patients  were  allowed  to  return  to  the  village.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  when  the  patients  had  been  at 
school  for  some  three  weeks,  three  other  children,  all  of  one  family,  one  of  whom  was  in  the  same 
standard  as  one  of  the  van  patients,  contracted  the  disease  in  a  very  severe  form,  with  the  result  that 
one  of  them  died. 

% 

Water  Supply. — As  most  of  the  wells  are  sunk  into  the  chalk  I  have  found  that  the  water  supplies 
are  on  the  whole  good.  However,  in  many  cases  the  wells  need  cleaning  out,  and  in  other  cases  there 
is  insufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water.  Insufficient  supplies  have  been  dealt  with  at  Rudge,  East 
Soley,  and  Dodsdown.  The  first  case  is  now  supplied  with  water  from  the  Littlecote  Estate  private 
waterworks,  and  the  case  at  East  Soley  is  receiving  attention.  By  far  the  most  important  is  the 
Dodsdown  case.  It  is  merged  into  the  Wilton  case  where  the  drinking  water  for  several  cottages  is 
obtained  from  the  pond.  Much  of  the  difficulty  at  Dodsdown  is  caused  by  allowing  a  temporary  hut  to 
be  converted  into  three  permanent  dwelling  houses,  and  that  without  any  certificated  water  supply.  The 
Inspector  suggests  that  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  relating  to  the  granting 
of  water  certificates  before  new  dwelling  houses  are  occupied  be  strictly  enforced  in  the  future. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Inspector  not  being  able  to  find  a  register  of  persons  carrying  on 
trades  under  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops  Orders,  a  new  register  is  being  compiled.  This 
involves  a  great  amount  of  work,  but  he  hopes  to  complete  it  during  the  coming  summer. 

Slaughterhouses. — There  are  4  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  As  rural  slaughterhouses  go  they 
are  good  and  kept  clean. 
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SALISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — C.  G.  B.  KEMPE,  M.l). 

Area,  57,012  acres. 
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Birth-Rate. — Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  Births  were  registered  as  against  281  in  1906.  Five  of 
the  Births  were  illegitimate. 

Death-Rate. — One  hundred  and  twenty  Deaths  were  registered  as  against  110  in  1906.  Of  these 
one  was  technically  non-resident.  On  the  other  hand  18  persons  who  normally  resided  in  the  district 
died,  and  their  Deaths  were  registered  outside  the  district. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  11  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  these  6  were 
under  one  week  old. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-two  cases  were  notified,  18  Scarlet  Fever,  13  Diphtheria,  3  Enteric 
Fever,  and  8  Erysipelas.  One  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  West  Harnham  proved  fatal,  and  the 
doctor  in  attendance  writing  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  life  of  the 
child  might  have  been  saved  had  it  been  possible  to  have  had  it  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  In 
another  case  it  was  found  that  a  child  with  known  Diphtheria  was  being  nursed  in  a  room  (the  only 
bedroom)  with  the  other  children.  These  cases  show  the  necessity  that  exists  for  an  isolation  hospital. 
“  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  be  provided  with  one  in  the  near  future.”  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  in  the  house  of  a  milkman  and  he  was  promptly  removed  from  his  milking  and  given  other  work. 

School  Closure. — There  are  19  schools  in  the  district.  Three  have  been  closed  on  account  of 
Infectious  Disease.  Two  schools  are  being  supplied  with  improved  water  supplies. 

Water  Supply. — As  usual  the  water  supplies  in  the  district  have  received  a  great  deal  of  attention. 
Three  new  wells  have  been  sunk,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  have  four  cleaned  and  repaired.  Alderbury 
has  a  supply  provided  by  Lord  Radnor,  who  has  also  supplied  the  villages  of  Nunton,  Bodenham,  and 
Odstock  with  water  from  his  private  reservoir.  Stand-pipes  are  erected  at  convenient  places  in  each 
village.  In  spite  of  a  pure  supply  being  at  hand,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  told  that  some  of 
the  inhabitants  still  use  the  water  from  the  polluted  shallow  wells.  It  would  be  advisable  to  close  such 
of  these  wells  as  are  polluted. 

In  April  a  special  report  was  presented  concerning  the  public  dip-well  at  West  Grimstead.  In  spite 
of  cleansing,  repeated  analyses  showed  the  water  to  be  seriously  polluted,  and  in  consequence  of  this 
Lord  Radnor  and  the  other  owners  are  laying  down  pipes  for  a  supply  to  be  obtained  from  the  private 
reservoir  of  the  former.  This  will  be  a  great  boon.  It  is  very  important  that  when  the  new  supply  is 
working,  the  dip-well  should  be  filled  up  or  closed  in  some  effective  way.  Two  schools  are  now  in 
process  of  being  provided  with  a  new  water  supply. 

Sewerage. — There  is  no  system  of  sewerage  in  any  part  of  the  district.  Household  slops  and  waste 
w7ater  are  dealt  with  by  means  of  cesspools,  by  watering  them  upon  the  land,  or  by  allowing  them  to 
reach  the  nearest  watercourse.  Solid  excreta  are  dealt  with  by  earth  closets,  or  privies  with  vaults.  411 
these  cause  nuisance  at  times,  and  in  several  cases  house-drains  have  required  attention,  and  cess-pools 
and  privies  causing  a  nuisance  have  been  dealt  with. 

There  is  no  system  of  scavenging  and  the  onus  of  removal  rests  with  the  householders. 

The  barracks,  at  Laverstock,  for  long  a  source  of  trouble,  have  passed  into  new  ownership,  and 
improvements  have  been  effected. 

Housing. — Nine  new  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  district  and  all  these  have  been  supplied  with 
a  proper  and  satisfactory  water  supply.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with.  Three  houses 
have  been  cleansed  and  limewashed,  and  a  number  of  minor  defects  remedied. 


74 


River  Pollution. — Two  cases  of  river  pollution  nave  been  dealt  with,  and  in  both  a  removal  of  the 
cause  of  offence  was  obtained. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  28  factories  and  21  workshops  registered  in  the  district. 
These  are  inspected  as  occasion  offers.  The  sanitary  conditions  generally  are  good,  and  but  one 
complaint  has  been  received. 

Offensive  Trades. — Three  trades  of  an  offensive  nature  have  been  under  observation.  They  appear 
to  be  conducted  in  as  cleanly  a  manner  as  possible. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Eighty-five  persons  are  now  registered  as  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  in  the 
district,  and  all  are  under  supervision.  Nine  contraventions  of  the  regulations  have  been  discovered  and 
dealt  with.  As  a  rule  the  farms  in  the  district  are  well  kept,  and  the  infringement  of  the  regulations  are 
few  and  trivial.  There  is,  however,  room  for  improvement.  The  directions  in  which  these  can  be 
effected  lies  (1)  in  securing  the  purity  of  the  water  supplies,  (2)  in  the  better  paving  and  ventilation  of 
the  sheds  and  yards,  (8)  in  securing  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  cleanliness  of  the  animals  and  of 
the  milkers’  hands,  and  (4)  in  improvements  in  the  methods  of  collection  and  transit. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  district  is  regularly  and  frequently  inspected.  House  to  house  inspection 
at  West  Harnham  has  been  completed. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  T.  BOND,  M.D. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — -Two  of  the  10  children  born  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1  year. 
Infectious  Diseases. — Five  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  5  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
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TISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — C.  A.  ENSOR,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  43,562  acres. 
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Birth-rate. — One  hundred  and  seventy-four  Births  were  registered,  2  less  than  in  1906,  and  14  less 
than  the  average  for  the  past  14  years. 

Death-rate. — One  hundred  and  twenty-five  Deaths  were  registered,  the  average  for  the  past  10  years 
being  111.  Eighteen  persons  died  from  Cancer,  as  against  6  in  1902,  7  in  1903,  8  in  1904,  5  in  1905, 
and  8  in  1906. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — Of  the  18  infants  who  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year,  the  cause  of 
death  was  returned  in  7  cases  as  being  due  either  to  premature  birth  or  marasmus. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Two  cases  only  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  4  of  Diphtheria,  and  1  of 
Erysipelas.  One  case  of  Diphtheria  terminated  fatally,  whilst  3  deaths  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough 
and  its  complications,  and  2  to  Measles.  In  June  it  was  resolved  to  include  Measles  amongst  the 
notifiable  diseases,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  hoped  that  an  early 
knowledge  of  its  existence  might  enable  him  to  check  the  known  rapidity  with  which  the  disease  spreads. 
The  hopes  entertained  have  not  been  justified  by  results.  During  the  year  cases  occurred  in  nearly  every 
parish  in  the  district,  and  all  efforts  to  limit  extension  appeared  to  be  futile.  Altogether  264  notifications 
were  received.  These  figures  probably  do  not  represent  the  real  extent  of  the  outbreak,  for  many  further 
cases  undoubtedly  occurred  in  the  families  of  those  who  either  were  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  disease 
was  to  be  notified  or  who  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  conform  to  the  regulation.  Two  deaths  practically 
attributable  to  this  disease  were  registered. 

Water  Supply. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  upon  the  difficulties  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  new  public  supply  for  Tisbury  and  part  of  Wardour  from  Lawn  springs.  The  Inspector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  points  out  that  at  present  the  springs  are  exposed  to  the  danger  of  sewage 
pollution  from  two  separate  places,  and  he  considers  it  essential  that  these  possible  dangers  should  be 
dealt  with  before  the  water  could  be  safely  used.  He  also  suggests  the  desirability  of  obtaining  some 
general  control  over  the  area  which  comprises  the  gathering  ground  of  the  springs.  Pollution  from 
these  sources  may  never  take  place,  but  it  is  necessary  that  all  chance  of  such  a  possibility,  even  though 
it  may  be  remote,  should  be  avoided.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  no  insuperable  difficulties  will  arise 
to  prevent  the  acquirement  of  this  water  for  the  benefit  and  use  of  a  population  which  so  badly  needs  it. 

Sewerage. — From  time  to  time  attention  lias  been  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  sewage 
disposal  system  at  Tisbury,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  for  a  scheme  for  its  improvement.  The  pro¬ 
posal  is  in  principle,  though  on  a  larger  scale,  very  like  the  scheme  which  was  carried  out  at  Hindon 
with  most  satisfactory  results,  and  at  such  small  cost  to  the  ratepayers.  The  question  of  an  improved 
sewage  scheme  is  of  much  importance  to  Tisbury,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  land  may  be 
obtained  for  the  purpose.  At  present  the  amount  at  disposal  is  so  small  that  no  extension  or  improve¬ 
ment  can  be  done  unless  a  larger  quantity  is  available. 

Housing. — Some  of  the  older  cottages  are  dilapidated,  and  in  need  of  repair,  the  majority  being  of 
good  type  and  comfortable.  New  ones  that  are  built  are  usually  constructed  with  due  regard  to  light 
and  ventilation,  but  they  are  few7  in  number.  Four  new  houses  have  been  built,  8  made  fit  for  habitation, 
none  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  use,  whilst  25  have  been  cleansed  and  limewTashed.  No  case  of  over- 
crowding  occurred.  For  the  past  18  months  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  Davies,  has  been  engaged  in 
compiling  a  register  of  all  occupied  houses  in  the  district,  which  has  brought  information  regarding  this 
matter  as  far  as  possible  up  to  date.  The  register  embraces  information  as  to  ownership,  names  and 
numbers  of  occupants,  together  with  other  notes  relating  to  sanitary  matters,  and  will  be  of  much  value. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Sixty-six  factories  and  workshops  are  on  the  register,  and  under  regular 
supervision.  The  number  of  outworkers  is  smali,  only  4  being  returned  on  the  list,  and  these  are  engaged 
in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  is  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  milk 
trade,  163  being  now  on  the  register,  or  5  more  than  in  1906.  A  more  general  desire  to  conform  to 
regulations  made  in  the  general  interest  is  increasingly  apparent.  In  some  instances,  though  by  no  means 
in  all,  facilities  are  provided  for  milkers  to  w7ash  their  hands,  the  sheds  themselves  are  kept  cleaner, 
whilst  the  milk  reaches  the  depots  better  strained  than  formerly.  The  depots  are  well  kept  and  clean. 
Although  there  is  an  increased  number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  register,  there  w’ere  fewTer  contra¬ 
ventions  of  regulations  during  the  year,  there  being  only  10  instances,  and  these  were  all  remedied. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  9  places  used  for  slaughtering  animals  are  inspected  regularly,  and  little 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  rectification  of  defects  that  are  found  from  time  to  time. 

Sanitary  Inspection. —  So  far  as  it  is  possible  for  officers  who  do  not  give  their  whole  time  to  the 
wrork,  the  district  is  thoroughly  inspected,  and  marked  and  general  improvement  is  to  be  noticed  in  all 
portions  of  it.  The  readiness  with  wdiich  owners  and  occupiers  comply  with  the  requirements  it  is  some¬ 
times  necessary  to  suggest  in  the  interests  of  public  health  contrasts  very  favourably  with  the  difficulty  in 
this  respect  that  has  at  times  been  encountered.  Of  a  total  number  of  126  notices  served,  119  have  been 
complied  with,  and  in  no  instance  has  it  been  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 
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WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  I.  FLOWER,  M.R.C.S. 


Area  51.894  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  houses  ... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


( Census  1901)  6284 

„  1611 


87-80 


22*94  per 
14-56 


8-86 


•18 

•18 


(Census  1891)  7470 

1846 


Births 


4-04 


Birth-rate. — 126  Births  were  registered,  as  compared  with  127  in  1906. 

Death-rate. — Eighty  Deaths  were  registered,  as  against  103  in  1906,  and  78  in  1905,  but  4  deaths 
must  be  added  of  persons  resident  in  the  district  dying  in  the  Workhouse  and  Cottage  Hospital,  which 
increases  the  number  to  84.  The  ages  at  death  ranged  from  12  hours  to  87  years,  and  11  persons  died 
over  80  years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Eleven  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of 
87  per  1,000  children  born. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Only  one  mild  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  8  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

O  J 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  of  water  has  been  ample  in  the  whole  district,  but  a  few  of  the  wells 
in  the  parishes  of  Imber  and  Chitterne  got  rather  low  in  the  autumn. 

Sewerage. — No  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  public  sewers,  and  the  sewerage  disposal  is  that 
common  in  most  rural  districts. 

Housing.— Tsvo  new  cottages  have  been  built  at  Codford  St.  Peter,  8  at  Chitterne,  and  a  substantial 
house  at  Horningsham.  No  house  has  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  as  in  consequence  of  the 
decrease  in  the  population  during  the  last  decade,  the  worst  cottages  become  void.  There  are  in  most 
of  the  villages  a  number  of  uninhabited  cottages  that  people  have  vacated  for  better  ones  in  the  same 
localitv. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  inspection  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  is  regularly  carried  out.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  he  has  visited  every  dairy  in  the  district,  at  least  once,  and  the 
Inspector  has  made  a  second  visit  to  most  of  them.  Particulars  are  noted  of  the  cowsheds  as  to 
cleanliness,  lighting,  ventilation,  paving,  &c.,  the  washing  of  the  milk  vessels,  and  the  state  of  the 
dairies  which  in  the  majority  of  cases  are  very  little  used.  Although  this  periodic  inspection  cannot 
guarantee  that  the  cowsheds  are  constantly  kept  as  they  ought  to  be,  still  it  ensures  that  a  certain 
amount  of  care  and  a  thorough  cleansing  and  limewashing,  which  in  many  cases  would  not  be  done  if 
our  visits  were  not  made.  There  are  49  registered  dairies  in  the  district  that  supply  milk  either  inside 
or  outside  the  district,  but  there  are  a  number  of  dairies  unregistered  from  which  milk  is  not  supplied. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  5  corn  mills,  mostly  driven  by  water  power,  and  a  couple  of 
wool  stapling  businesses.  There  are  no  firms  in  the  district  employing  outworkers,  and  the  number  of 
outworkers  is  very  small,  and  only  engaged  in  glove  making  for  a  firm  at  Westbury.  During  the  year  all 
the  outworkers  whose  names  were  on  the  list,  and  who  reside  chiefly  in  the  parishes  of  Corsley,  Upton 
Scudamore,  and  Horningsham  were  visited. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  three  slaughter  houses  have  been  found  clean  and  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  Two  others  are  registered  for  the  occasional  killing  of  pigs.  The  Bakehouses  have  been 
regularly  inspected. 

Regular  and  general  inspection  of  ail  the  villages  has  been  made,  and  monthly  reports  made  to  the 
Council  of  any  defects  requiring  attention. 
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WESTBURY  AND  WHORWELLSDOWN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — WALTER  H.  REED,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  27,935  acres. 


Population 
Inhabited  houses 

Acer  ape  number  of  persons  per  house 

birth-rate  ...  ...  ... 

Crude  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


( Census  1901) 


6399 

1602 


( Census  1891)  6786 


y  y 


1364 


4-97 


Birth-rate. — One  hundred  and  forty-six  Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  males,  66  ;  females, 
BO;  as  against  149  in  1906,  and  148  in  1905. 

Death-rate. — Eighty-six  Deaths  were  registered,  the  same  number  as  in  1906. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Ten  Deaths  only  occurred  under  one  year  of  age,  7  of  these  were  due  to 
general  debility  at  birth. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-four  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  Diphtheria,  14;  Erysipelas,  9  ;  Scarlet 
Fever,  9  ;  Enteric  Fever,  1  ;  Membranous  Croup,  1.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  a  continuation  of 
the  epidemic  which  commenced  at  Steeple  Ashton,  in  November,  1906.  Seven  of  these  occurred  in  that 
village,  and  one  at  Hinton.  The  nine  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  scattered  over  the  district.  They  were 
isolated  cases.  The  case  of  Membranous  Croup  was  of  a  Diphtheritic  character  and  was  fatal.  It  was 
probably  the  cause  of  another  case  which  occurred  in  North  Bradley.  The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred 
at  Dark  Lane,  Steeple  Ashton.  Efforts  were  made  to  induce  the  parents  to  send  the  children  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  by  the  Doctor  in  attendance,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but  the  parents 
refused.  Another  case  is  now  reported  in  the  next  house,  and  the  patient  has  been  removed  to  the 
Hospital.  Ten  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Measles  was  prevalent  all  over  the  district,  in  consequence  of  which  two  schools  at  Dilton  Marsh 
and  Bratton,  and  the  school  at  Tinhead,  were  closed. 

Water  Supply. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “  Again  I  urge  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
supply  of  good  water  for  the  village  of  Steeple  Ashton.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  are  most  probably  due 
to  impure  water.” 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  sink  a  trial  well  for  the  supply  of  Steeple  Ashton,  and  an  application  has 
been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  extension  of  the  water  main  to  Short  Street, 
Chapmanslade.  Twenty-five  premises  at  Chapmanslade  have  been  connected  with  the  water  mains. 

Housing. — Seven  new  houses  have  been  occupied  during  the  year,  and  one  completed,  but  not 
yet  occupied. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Thirteen  are  under  inspection.  The  Bakehouses  are  satisfactory  and 
call  for  no  comment. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  several  of  the 
yards  and  sheds.  Lime  washing  is  not  done  regularly. 
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WILTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  R.  STRATON,  F.R  C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  54,290  acres. 

Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

Birth-rate 

Crude  Peatli-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  aye 


( Census  1901) 


7467  ( Census  1891)  7774 

1715  „  1739 

4-35  „  4-47 

24*02  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 


12*65 

>> 

*54 

>  > 

5  ? 

J  ? 

*68 

?» 

j  ? 

J  J 

57*14 

>> 

Births 

Birth-rate. — 175  Births  were  registered,  95  males  and  80  females.  The  Birth-rate  is  below  the 
average  for  the  past  10  years. 


Death-rate. — Ninety-two  Deaths  from  all  causes  were  registered,  44  males  and  48  females,  a 
number  much  below  the  average  for  the  past  10  years.  Fourteen  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  Work- 
house.  There  were  2  deaths  from  Measles,  2  from  Whooping  Cough,  1  from  Erysipelas,  8  from 
Epidemic  Influenza,  3  from  Cancer,  5  from  Phthisis,  3  from  other  Tubercular  Diseases,  and  12  from 
various  diseases  of  the  heart. 


Infantile  Mortality.— There  were  10  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  Infantile 
Mortality  rate  of  57  per  1,000  Births  registered,  the  average  for  the  past  10  years  being  88  per  1,000 
births. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty  cases  were  notified  during  the  year — 9  Diphtheria,  4  Erysipelas,  and  7 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  in  South  Newton,  Bemerton,  Baverstock,  Barford  St. 
Martin.  Those  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  in  Bemerton,  Dinton,  Steeple  Langford,  and  the  Workhouse.  In 
all  cases  of  infectious  disease  appropriate  printed  directions  and  a  supply  of  disinfectants  were  given. 

Water  Supply. — The  public  water  supplies  at  Bemerton,  Quidhampton,  and  Fovant  have  been 
examined,  and  on  each  occasion  were  found  good.  Fifty-four  samples  of  water  from  various  sources 
have  been  examined.  One  new  well  was  sunk,  and  8  cleansed  and  repaired. 

Sewerage. — The  Workhouse  and  a  portion  of  the  Wilton  Urban  District  have  been  already  connected 
with  the  Bemerton  sewers,  but  the  insurmountable  difficulties  which  the  subsoil-water  presented  last 
year  prevented  the  contractors  from  finishing  the  sewers  and  manholes,  so  that  part  of  the  Urban 
sewage  still  flows  into  the  old  sewers  and  discharges  into  the  river.  The  work  is  expected  to  be 
completed  early  in  1908. 

Housing. — During  the  year  18  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  in  each  case  the  water  supply  has 
been  examined  before  the  house  has  been  occupied.  In  that  part  of  the  district, 'which  is  under  Urban 
bye-laws,  the  building  requirements  of  the  District  Council  have  been  observed.  Seven  houses,  which 
had  become  dilapidated,  have  been  rendered  fit  for  habitation,  and  73  have  been  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed.  One  case  of  over-crowding  occurred  and  has  been  abated. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Fifty-seven  factories,  workshops,  and  bakehouses  are  regularly 
inspected,  and  5  of  these  have  been  ordered  to  be  lime-washed. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Forty-six  dairies  are  registered,  and  106  persons  are  engaged  in  the  milk 
trade  and  are  under  supervision. 
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TABLE  1  A. 


Table  showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  number 
of  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  Comity  of 
Wilts  in  the  year  1907. 


Urban  Districts 

of  the  County  of  Wilts. 

T3 

<X> 

cS 

-4-3 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Total. 

ca 

G 

o 

•  r— < 

.Si 

Deaths  of  Non¬ 

residents  registered 
in  District 

CO 

+=>  rrt 

O)  § 

S  % 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Nett. 

CO 

a  o 

•23 

13 

a. 

o 

a 

No. 

Rate* 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 

Births 

registered 

No. 

Rate* 

•  r-H 

CO  •+» 
rG  2 

ci  (— 1 

CD 

A  .2 

p— H 

£3 

Ph 

Deaths  of  Res 

registered  be 

District 

No. 

Rate* 

Bradford-on- Avon  . . 

$257 

115 

27*01 

4 

34*78 

45 

10*57 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

54 

12*68 

Caine 

3434 

76 

22*13 

6 

78*94 

56 

16*30 

6 

4 

4 

56 

16*30 

Chippenham 

5256 

116 

22*06 

14 

120*6 

75 

14*26 

6 

1 

7 

81 

15*41 

DeYizes 

6596 

168 

25*46 

9 

53*57 

88 

13*34 

29 

21 

•  • 

67 

10*15 

Malmesbury 

2788 

66 

23*67 

5 

75.75 

33 

11*83 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

33 

11*83 

Marlborough  . . 

3900 

78 

19*99 

4 

51*28 

42 

10*76 

10 

4 

4 

42 

10*76 

Melksham 

2805 

55 

19*60 

6 

109*09 

34 

12*12 

3 

3 

•  • 

31 

11*05 

Salisbury 

21595 

459 

21*25 

32 

69*71 

327 

15*14 

118 

87 

6 

246 

11*39 

Swindon 

50056 

1469 

29*34 

135 

91*89 

639 

12*77 

39 

11 

4 

628 

12*54 

Trowbridge 

11214 

263 

23*45 

22 

83*65 

149 

13*28 

13 

7 

22 

164 

14*62 

Warminster 

5537 

110 

19*86 

5 

45*45 

76 

13*72 

11 

6 

•  • 

70 

12*64 

Westbury 

3410 

81 

23*75 

8 

98*76 

63 

18*47 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

63 

18*47 

Wilton  . . 

2330 

50 

21*45 

« 

3 

60*00 

30 

12*87 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

30 

12*87 

total  . . 

123178 

3106 

25*21 

253 

81*45 

1657 

13*45 

235 

144 

56 

1565 

12-76 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population . 


xrnTF _ T'hp  deaths  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 

Ha  tricin’  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  m  Column  7, 
^SdTy1 The  section  otthe  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

P  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  rllness  and  dying  there; 

and  bj  the  term  “  Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and 

have  died  elsewhere. 


TABLE  1  B. 


Table  showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  number 
oi  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of 
Wilts,  in  the  year  1907. 


Rural  Districts 

of  the  County  of  Wilts. 
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No. 

Rate® 

Amesbury 

9323 

265 

28*42 

13 

49*05 

119 

12*76 

23 

18 

•  • 

101 

10*83 

Bradford-on-Avon  . . 

4869 

115 

23*61 

9 

78*26 

67 

13*76 

12 

3 

4 

68 

13*97 

Caine 

4370  • 

121 

27*68 

14 

115*70 

74 

16*93 

•  • 

2 

5 

77 

17*62 

Chippenham 

18387 

432 

23*49 

30 

69*44 

254 

13*81 

34 

7 

6 

253 

13*75 

Cricklade  and  ) 

Wootton  Bassett) 

11069 

297 

26*83 

21 

70*70 

155 

14*00 

10 

•  • 

2 

157 

14*18 

Devizes  . . 

12920 

281 

21*74 

20 

71*17 

206 

15*93 

64 

62 

22 

166 

12*83 

Highworth 

14527 

461 

31*73 

43 

93*27 

271 

18*65 

53 

33 

233 

16*02 

Malmesbury  . . 

9504 

202 

21*25 

13 

64*35 

136 

14*30 

•  • 

•  • 

136 

14*30 

|  Marlborough  . . 

4523 

101 

22*33 

7 

69*30 

51 

11*27 

*  • 

•  • 

51 

11*27 

Melksham 

4416 

116 

26*26 

7 

60.34 

74 

16*75 

17 

16 

1 

59 

13*36 

Mere 

4885 

113 

25*58 

7 

61*94 

65 

13*45 

6 

•  • 

65 

13*45 

Pewsey  . . 

10911 

310 

28*41 

19 

61*29 

148 

13*56 

15 

2 

150 

13*74 

Ramsbury 

6561 

170 

25*91 

19 

111*76 

94 

14*32 

•  • 

12 

106 

16*15 

Salisbury 

9757 

221 

22*65 

11 

49*77 

120 

12*29 

1 

1 

18 

138 

14*14 

Tisbury  . . 

7361 

174 

23*63 

18 

103*44 

125 

16*98 

10 

•  . 

•  • 

125 

16*98 

Warminster 

5492 

126 

22*94 

11 

87*30 

80 

14*56 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

S4 

15*29 

Westbury  and  \ 

Wliorwellsdov/n ) 

6167 

146 

23*67 

10 

68*49 

86 

13*94 

•  • 

*  * 

•  • 

86 

13*94 

Wilton . 

7283 

175 

24*02 

10 

57*14 

92 

12*63 

•  • 

•  • 

92 

12*63 

Tetbury  (Wilts  portion) 

328 

10 

30*48 

2 

200*00 

10 

30*48 

4 

•  • 

10 

30*48 

TOTAL  . . 

152653 

3836 

25*12 

284 

74*03 

2227 

14*58 

249 

177 

76 

2157 

14*12 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 
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actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division,  ihe  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10,  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 


By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  tho  district  on  account  of  illness  and  dying  there- 
and  by  the  term  “  Residents  is  meant  peisons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and 
have  died  elsewhere. 
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LE  2  R'  Table  °f  Deaths  duri«g  the  Year  1907,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  2  B.  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1907,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics. 
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TABLE  3  A.— Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1907,  in  the  Urban 
Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities ;  showing  also  the  number  of  cases  sent  to  Hospital  and  the  total 

number  of  Deaths  from  such  Disease® ;  also  the  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 


DISTRICT. 


Bradford-on- Avon 


Caine 


Chippenham 


Devizes  . . 


Malmesbury 


Marlborough 


Melksham 


Salisbury 


Swindon 


Trowbridge 


Warminster 


Westbury 


Wilton 


TOTAL 


M 

O 

r-H 

o3 

a 

U1 


(A 

>-i 

<u 

1— I 

o 

O 


u 

o> 

.CJ 

-M 

A 

&! 


P4 

0 

o 

Jh 

O 

CO 

0 

o 

0 

c6 

f-4 

.o 

a 

<D 


m 

c3 

'q j 

P4 

•  f-H 

cc 

u 


<D 

> 

0) 

PR 

-4-3 

O) 

I — I 

u 

ce 

o 

U1 


u 

Q> 

> 

Q) 

TO 

0 

r0 

04 

>3 

H 


<a 

<v 

o 

•  r— 4 

f-i 

CL> 

-1-3 

0 


•  •  •  • 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


33 

4 


..  9 


33 

1 


22 


16 

3 


25 

2 


76 


266 

25 


63 

9 


20 

1 


29 


Total  cases  reported  . .  605 
Total  deaths  . .  . .  $5 


•  ♦ 

•  • 


27 

4 


12 

1 


12 


10 

2 


21 


15 


73 

10 


30 

5 


16 

1 


19 


244 

23 


11 


14 


52 


4 


14 


45 


174 

9 


16 

1 


280 

10 


1 

1 


5 

5 


8 

2 


20 

8 


Relapsing  Fever  | 

Continued  Fever 

- - - 

Puerperal  Fever 

Smallpox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

24 

•  • 

•  • 

22 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  # 

Deaths  in  hospital 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

9  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  t 

•  •  H 

Deaths  in  hospital 

* 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

16 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

11 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ® 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

16 

•  • 

•  • 

11 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

•  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

Deaths  in  hospital 

" 

•  • 

«  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  | 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

■* 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

■  1 1  ■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

48 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

39 

•  • 

4 

9  9 

•  • 

•  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital  222 

•  « 

•  • 

59 

•  • 

•  • 

162 

•  9 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Deaths  in  hospital 

20 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

9  • 

9 

9  9 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

38 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

•  • 

•  • 

14 

9  9 

4 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

11 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

- 

•  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

■ 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1  •  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•— * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  9 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

i 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9  • 

•  • 

*  ’ 

•  9 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  < 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

i  *  * 

1  *• 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

•  • 

1 

1 

7 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

401 

•  • 

«  • 

152 

•  • 

•  • 

238 

•  • 

10 

9  9 

1 

•  • 

A 

1 

•  • 

1 

Deaths  in  hospital 

1 

27 

•  • 

•  • 

15 

i 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

1 

9  9 

1 

.  . 

TABLE  3  B.  Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
^Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities  ;  showing  also  the  number  of  cases  sent  to 

number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases ;  also  the  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 


year  1907,  in  the  Rural 
Hospital  and  the  total 


DISTRICT. 

Smallpox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Eever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Smallpox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Amesbury 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

22 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

17 

•  • 

3 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Bradford-on- Avon 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

54 

3 

40 

3 

1 

•  # 

13 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

30 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

26 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Caine 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

24 

1 

13 

1 

2 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

17 

1 

12 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Chippenham 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

106 

6 

26 

•  • 

18 

•  • 

54 

•  • 

6 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

35 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

1 

•  • 

24 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

79 

3 

27 

2 

7 

•  • 

44 

•  • 

1 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

47 

•  • 

•  • 

15 

•  • 

•  • 

32 

•  m 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Devices  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

68 

17 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

45 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

44 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

37 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Highworth 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

94 

1 

20 

1 

5 

•  • 

69 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

86 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

•  • 

67 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Malmesbury 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

58 

2 

13 

2 

1 

•  • 

43 

•  • 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Marlborough 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Melksham 

•  •  •  « 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

38 

1 

34 

1 

3 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

24 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

24 

1 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

* 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Mere 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

18 

5 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

2 

:: 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

•  • 

•  » 

•  • 

Pewsey  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

21 

3 

5 

3 

2 

1 

•  • 

12 

•  • 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

m  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Ramsbury 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

23 

2 

7 

2 

3 

•  • 

12 

•  • 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Salisbury 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

32 

2 

13 

1 

3 

•  • 

13 

1 

3 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Tisbury  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•* 

Warminster 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

34 

3 

14 

2 

1 

1 

9 

•  • 

9 

•  • 

1 

. . 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

10 

•  • 

4 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Wilton  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

20 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

7 

V  V 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Tetbury  .. 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 
Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

TOTAL 

•  • 

Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

719 

29 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

248 

19 

3 

1 

71 

•  • 

376 

1 

16 

1 

•  • 

#  • 

1 

•  • 

4 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital  303 

1  Deaths  in  hospital  , ,  7 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

118 

4 

•  • 

t  • 

•  • 

177 

3 

■  • 
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Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  Year  1907,  and  Summary  of  Y/ork  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 


Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  Rural  Districts 


in  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  Year  1907,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 


Names  of 
Localities 
adopted  for  the 
purpose  of 
these  Statistics. 
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Infectious  Disease 
under  direction  of 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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RTSlRFRlala  FOR  WILTSHIRE,  VERR  1907 


[ 

1 

OBSERVERS  &  STATIONS. 

Height  above 
sea  level. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Se2Dtembei 

October 

November 

December 

! 

J 

1 

Totals  for  the 
Year  1907. 

Dr.  BEDDOE,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 

The  Chantry, 

Bradford-on- Avon. 

130  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell  . .  •  . . 

1*19 

0*45 

12 

1*44 

0*38 

12 

0*70 

0*16 

12 

3*37 

0*44 

16 

2*91 

0*67 

18 

2*39 

0*66 

22 

2*43 

0*85 

12 

2*62 

0*56 

16 

0*64 

0*29 

4 

5*09 

0*66 

25 

2*53 

0*54 

15 

5*12 

1*06 

19 

30*43  inches 

183  days 

A.  J.  BEAYEN,  Esq., 

Holt, 

Near  Bradford-on-Avon. 

120  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

1*16 

0*43 

16 

1*52 

0*39 

16 

1*2 

0*17 

15 

3*38 

0*41 

21 

3*30 

0*68 

22 

2*71 

0*32 

23 

3*31 

1*68 

17 

2*71 

0*67 

17 

0*92 

0*40 

12 

5*35 

0*63 

31 

2*60 

0*51 

21 

4*92 

1*12 

22 

33*08  inches 

233  days 

E.  W.  KNATCHBULL,  Esq., 
Winsley  Manor, 

Near  Bradford-on-Avon. 

400  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

1*38 

0*50 

14 

1*47 

0*40 

13 

0*83 

0*17 

12 

3*12 

0*45 

19 

3*11 

0*66 

18 

2*47 

0*35 

21 

2*51 

0*72 

13 

2*54 

0*49 

17 

0*46 

0*16 

4 

4*61 

0*68 

25 

2*50 

0*47 

16 

5*15 

1*06 

21 

30*15  inches 

193  days 

H.  WILKINS,  Esq., 

Caine. 

244  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

1*07 

0*66 

11 

1*48 

0*46 

12 

0*86 

0*22 

10 

3*66 

0*59 

16 

2*17 

0*44 

16 

2*66 

0*41 

19 

2*41 

0*53 

11 

1*98 

0*56 

15 

0*76 

0*31 

6 

5*12 

0*82 

18 

1*77 

0*48 

9 

4*26 

1*04 

14 

28*20  inches 

157  days 

J.  IRELAND  BOWES,  Esq., 

Wilts  County  Asylum, 

Devizes. 

385  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*72 

0*26 

11 

1*10 

0*31 

9 

0*78 

0*16 

11 

3*93 

0*44 

17 

2*09 

0*43 

16 

2*29 

0*46 

23 

2*37 

1*18 

15 

2*32 

0*57 

15 

0*58 

0*17 

7 

6*24 

1*11 

25 

2*15 

0*45 

15 

3*88 

0*82 

19 

28*45  inches 

183  days 

MEDDOWS  TAYLOR,  Esq., 

Marlborough  College. 

450  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*74 

0*27 

14 

1*52 

0*40 

16 

0*93 

0*20 

15 

3*09 

0*52 

17 

1*87 

0*34 

23 

2*53 

0*32 

25 

2*34 

1*01 

18 

1*82 

0*45 

18 

0*67 

0*26 

7 

6*84 

0*98 

28 

2*30 

0*85 

21 

3*92 

0*80 

21 

28*57  inches 

223  days 

Mr.  T.  CHALLIS, 

Wilton  House, 

Near  Salisbury. 

180  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*665 

0*24 

16 

1*795 

0*490 

12 

2-66 

0*79 

10 

0*695 

0*300 

12 

3*785 

0*69 

20 

3*20 

0*97 

20 

1*625 

0*410 

24 

1*86 

0*89 

13 

1*95 

0*84 

15 

0*46 

0*14 

8 

10*015 

1*760 

29 

3*385 

0*945 

25 

4*67 

0*86 

25 

34*11  inches 

219  days 

JAMES  BRISTOL,  Esq., 

The  Academy, 

Tisbury. 

380  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*78 

0*49 

4 

0*76 

0*26 

11 

4*07 

0*85 

17 

2*26 

0*46 

13 

2*30 

0*51 

11 

2*19 

0*68 

9 

2*10 

0*94 

11 

1*48 

0*51 

7 

8*27 

1*42 

25 

3*45 

0*89 

26 

4*83 

0*88 

17 

35*15  inc  hes 

161  days 

F.  J.  WARDALE,  Esq., 

Shrewton. 

322  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*87 

0*30 

10 

1*80 

0*54 

12 

0*72 

0*18 

14 

3*80 

0*47 

19 

3*22 

0*88 

21 

2*10 

0*44 

20 

2*07 

0*98 

16 

2*17 

0*93 

13 

0*47 

•12 

8 

7.77 

1*60 

24 

2*93 

0*73 

16 

4*32 

0*77 

21 

32*24  inches 

194  days 

H.  J.  HAMP,  Esq., 

Wroughton  Water  Works, 

Swindon. 

450  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*91 

0*33 

7 

1*25 

0*48 

9 

0*78 

0*19 

11 

3*2 

0*54 

19 

2*45 

0*47 

17 

2*195 

0*31 

19 

2*76 

0*59 

12 

1*565 

0*385 

14 

0*64 

0*21 

7 

6*63 

1*01 

23 

2*155 

0*605 

11 

3*935 

*950 

19 

28*475  inches 

168  days 

0*92 

0*28 

11 

1*48 

0*47 

13 

i - 

0*91 

0*26 

10 

Mr.  W.  STRUGNELL,  F.R.H.S., 
Rood  Ashton, 

Near  Trowbridge. 

250  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

3*88 

0*53 

19 

2*77 

0*38 

19 

2*26 

0*38 

21 

2*83 

1*17 

18 

2*55 

0*77 

14 

0*69 

0*23 

9 

5*96 

0*78 

28 

2*81 

0*64 

17 

5*32 

1*14 

21 

32*38  inches 

198  days 

H.  T.  COOKSON,  Esq., 

Sturford  Mead, 

Warminster. 

449  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in 'inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*68 

0*27 

9 

0*88 

•39 

14 

1*92 

0*52 

12 

0*63 

0*12 

12 

4*06 

0*54 

21 

2*60 

0*59 

16 

2*67 

0*54 

21 

1*42 

0*34 

14 

2*17 

0*61 

15 

0*56 

0*33 

4 

6*83 

0*84 

28 

2*90 

0*74 

15 

4*45 

0*76 

21 

30*89  inches 

188  days 

STILES  E.  JEFFERYS,  Esq., 

Rye  Hill,  Hill  Deverill, 

Near  Warminster. 

466  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  I . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

1*94 

0*57 

12 

0*87 

0*22 

13 

4*12 

0*65 

19 

3*17 

0*86 

18 

2*51 

0*54 

22 

2*12 

0*70 

16 

2*35 

0*81 

17 

0*63 

0*17 

10 

7*70 

0*94 

28 

3*44 

0*72 

21 

5*67 

1*05 

22 

35*40  inches 

212  days 

TROWBRIDGE  WATER  CO., 

Biss  Bottom,  Upton  Scudamore, 
Near  Warminster. 

311  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches  . . 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

0*78 

0*36 

12 

1*65 

0*59 

11 

0*64 

0*20 

11 

3*52 
0*53  ’ 
18 

2*75 

0*54 

16 

2*11 

0*51 

19 

2*11 

0*75 

17 

1*77 

0*58 

14 

0*59 

0*21 

6 

6*30 

0*66 

24 

2*67 

0*53 

15 

4*58 

0*89 

19 

29*47  inches 

182  days 

Mean  amount  collected  in  inches 

Mean  number  of  days  it  fell . . 

0*91 

11*5 

1*64 

12*07 

0*807 

12*07 

3*64 

18*43 

2*705 

18*07 

2*34 

20*72 

2*34 

14*21 

2*18 

15*07 

0*68 

7*07 

6*62 

25*80 

2*68 

17*35 

4*64 

20*07 

31*18  inches 

192*43  days 

Mean  Rainfall  for  the  County  of  Wilts 
Mean  Number  of  Days  upon  which  rain  fell 
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31*18  inches 
192*43  days 
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